Communication Sciences and Disorders Program Podcast


Hello, my name is Matt, and I am a staff member in the College of Health Professions at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s Communication Sciences and Disorders undergraduate program. Today, we’ll cover what our program offers, career opportunities, admissions, and key trends in the field.
The CSD undergraduate program at GVSU provides a strong foundation in speech, language, and hearing sciences, preparing students for graduate study in speech-language pathology (SLP) or audiology, as well as careers in related fields. Housed in Raleigh J. Finkelstein Hall on the Health Campus in downtown Grand Rapids, students have access to state-of-the-art facilities and a vibrant medical community.
The demand for SLPs and audiologists is rising due to aging populations, an increase in stroke and dementia cases, and greater awareness of communication disorders in children, including autism spectrum disorder. Medical advancements have also improved survival rates, increasing the need for therapy services, while innovations in hearing aid technology continue to expand the role of audiologists.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment for speech-language pathologists is projected to grow 18% from 2023 to 2033, adding 33,300 new jobs, while audiology employment is expected to grow 11%, adding 1,600 new jobs.
Is the career path of an SLP or audiologist right for you? It all starts with a strong foundation. To be admitted into the CSD major at GVSU, students must complete a Secondary Admission process in addition to meeting prerequisite coursework requirements. This application-based process ensures that students are academically prepared and have a clear understanding of the profession before advancing into upper-level coursework. A minimum 3.0 GPA is required, and students must demonstrate readiness for the rigorous academic and clinical training that follows. This process helps maintain the program’s high standards while supporting student success in both academic and professional pursuits.
Once admitted, students complete coursework in speech science, audiology, phonetics, and neurological foundations, along with clinical observation hours to gain real-world experience. The program also offers flexible academic pathways, including a Fast-Track option and a Student-Initiated Combined Degree (SICD) program, which allows undergraduates to earn graduate-level credits. Full details can be found at www.gvsu.edu/csd/.
GVSU’s CSD program stands out with hands-on learning opportunities, strong faculty support, and a commitment to diversity and inclusion. Students also have access to career preparation resources, including graduate school workshops and resume-building sessions.
That’s a quick look at the Communication Sciences and Disorders undergraduate program at GVSU. If you have any questions, reach out to csd@gvsu.edu or visit www.gvsu.edu/csd/.
Thank you for listening -we hope to see you at GVSU!
