Allied Health Sciences Program Podcast


Hello, my name is Matt, and I am a staff member in The College of Health Professions at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s Allied Health Sciences program. Today we’re going to cover the admissions process, program requirements, and the qualities that distinguish this program.

Let’s start by explaining to you what this program entails. The Allied Health Sciences program prepares students to for a clinical and non-clinical healthcare career. Students may obtain a bachelor’s degree to go right into the workforce, or most commonly, they utilize the degree to move into a graduate program to become professionals such as physician assistants, physical therapists, occupational therapists, athletic trainers, public health professionals, or healthcare administrators. This is a bachelor’s degree, with several emphasis options that comprises of 120 credits.

In the Allied Health Sciences program, emphasis options, such as, Pre-Physician Assistant, Pre-Physical Therapy, prepare students for graduate level healthcare careers that are experiencing rapid growth. The Social Sciences emphasis is designed to support students who want to become Occupational Therapists or go into more socially-based healthcare careers such as Public Health. The AHS General emphasis allows students to customize a healthcare pathway that serves their goals best. For example, some students want to attend second-degree nursing programs with this emphasis, while others may want to work in medical or pharmaceutical sales. Our Combined degrees with the Master of Athletic Training and Public Health allow students to achieve a bachelor’s and graduate degree quickly and at a reduced cost. Lastly, we have multiple pathways for students who are returning to school to finish their undergraduate degree after working in the field and obtaining an associate’s degree. Our goal is to maximize students’ experiences and holistic credit package to efficiently prepare them for their goals and serve the healthcare community through workforce development. Secondary admission and applications are only required for Allied Health Sciences combined degree programs.

More program details can be found on the Allied Health Sciences website at https://www.gvsu.edu/ahs/.

Current tuition costs and information about scholarships and financial aid can be found at www.gvsu.edu/financialaid or by calling 616-331-3234. For information on student employment, please contact The Office of Student Employment at .

The Allied Health Sciences Program at GVSU is a 120-credit hour program, with courses in allied health sciences, biology, biomedical sciences, chemistry, and other hard and social sciences. Students also complete their general education coursework, learn about how to become healthcare researchers, and have experiential learning opportunities that help their employability and allow them to experience healthcare firsthand as part of their education. For a complete listing of all courses please visit  https://www.gvsu.edu/ahs/.

The Allied Health Sciences program at GVSU is unique for a number of reasons. This program is housed in the outstanding facilities of the Raleigh Finkelstein Hall and has classes in the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences and DeVos Center for Interdisciplinary Health in downtown Grand Rapids, in the midst of the Medical Mile. Yet, we also offer classes on the main and distant campuses. We recognize that the healthcare industry is made up of over 40 different professions. Thus, our programs prepare students for diverse goals and career plans, providing multiple educational “on and off ramps”, so that students can easily attend GVSU for an Allied Health Sciences degree regardless of their background, educational level, and experiences. Also, our student organization has over 100 members, demonstrating strong student support and dedication to the program.

That is just a snapshot of the Allied Health Sciences program at Grand Valley State University. We hope that you will consider applying to an undergraduate program at GVSU. Any questions can be directed to the Program Director, Jenny Baweja, at bawejaj@gvsu.edu. Thank you for your time and we hope you have enjoyed this podcast.
