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GRAND VALLEY

STATE UNIVERSITY.

MINUTES
FOR ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

The third meeting in 2026 of the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University was held on the 2nd
Floor, Russel H. Kirkhof Center, on the Valley Campus (Allendale) of Grand Valley State University on
Friday, July 10, 2026, and also livestreamed via Zoom Webinar.

The following members of the Board were present:
Mikyia S. Aaron, Vice Chair
Elizabeth C. Emmitt, Chair
Ronald E. Hall
Brandon J. Hofmeister
Susan M. Jandernoa
Noreen K. Myers
Shelley E. Padnos
Jason R. Trice
Philomena V. Mantella, President, Ex Officio

The following Board officers and Executive officers were present:

Laura Aikens, Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Stacie R. Behler, Vice President and Chief Public Affairs and Communications Officer and
Secretary, Board of Trustees

Jennifer A. Drake, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Jenny Hall-Jones, Vice President for Student Affairs

Gregory J. Sanial, Vice President for Finance and Administration and
Treasurer, Board of Trustees

Robert Shorty, Vice President for People, Equity, and Culture

Milos Topi¢, Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Digital Officer

B. Donta Truss, Vice President for Enrollment Development and College Futures

Kara Van Dam, Vice President, Chief Executive of GVSU Omni

Jessica Karbowski Weare, Vice President and General Counsel

Cori M. Kahler, Assistant Secretary, Board of Trustees

Craig J. Wieschhorster, Assistant Treasurer, Board of Trustees

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m.

(The minutes are considered draftuntil approved at the October 23, 2026, Board of Trustees meeting.)
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Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Aaron, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting, held April 17, 2026, are approved
as distributed.

Motion to Adopt Agenda

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees agenda for the July 10, 2026, meeting is
approved as distributed.

Board Meeting Dates for 2027

On motion by Trustee Hofmeister and second by Trustee Aaron, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the meeting dates for 2027 for the Board of Trustees be
established as follows:

Friday, February 5, 2027
Friday, April 16, 2027
Friday, July 16, 2027
Friday, October 29, 2027

Honorary Degree

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Aaron, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the granting of an Honorary
Doctor of Science degree to Peter W. Laird, Ph.D., to be awarded at the 2026
Commencement Ceremony on December 12, 2026, at 4 PM, where he will also
be the commencement speaker. Dr. Laird is a professor in the Department of
Epigenetics at Van Andel Institute and holds the Peter and Emajean Cook
Endowed Chair in Epigenetics. His research focuses on cancer epigenomics,
experimental models of cancer epigenetics, epigenomic bioinformatics, and
clinical and translational epigenetics. Dr. Laird earned degrees from the
University of Leiden and the University of Amsterdam, completed postdoctoral
training at the Netherlands Cancer Institute and the Whitehead Institute, and
previously served on the faculty at the University of Southern California before
joining Van Andel Institute in 2014.
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Public Comment

Personnel Actions

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the personnel actions as
reported at this meeting.

PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Mantella highlighted the university’s record-setting $54 million in
philanthropic support and the new partnership with Van Andel Institute to ad vance
Al-driven biomedical research through the Ph.D. in Computing. President
Mantella concluded by recognizing the Board’s approval of an honorary degree
for Dr. Peter W. Laird of Van Andel Institute.

GENERAL REPORTS

A) Academic and Student Affairs Committee Reports

26-3-7

(7)

Revisions to Board of Trustees Policies

BOT 4.2.7 — Regular Faculty Probationary Appointments

BOT 4.2.10 — Procedures for Regular Faculty Appointment Renewal,
Promotion, Tenure, and Dismissal for Adequate Cause

On motion by Trustee Jandernoa and second by Trustee Padnos, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the changes to Board of
Trustees Policies Section 4.2.7, Regular Faculty Probationary Appointments, and
Section 4.2.10, Procedures for Regular Faculty Appointment Renewal,
Promotion, Tenure, and Dismissal for Adequate Cause, as presented at this
meeting.

B) Finance and Audit Committee Reports

26-3-8
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2026-2027 General Fund Budget

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Hofmeister, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the 2026-2027 General Fund
Budget as presented at this meeting.
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John G. Russell Building Acquisition

On motion by Trustee Padnos and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was approved by the following votes:

Aye: Trustee Aaron, Trustee Emmitt, Trustee Hall, Trustee Jandernoa,
Trustee Myers, Trustee Padnos, and Trustee Trice

Abstain: Trustee Hofmeister

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the John G. Russell Building
Acquisition as presented at this meeting.

Sale of Property

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Hofmeister, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the Sale of Property as
presented at this meeting.

Charter Schools Report

Appointment of Charter School Board of Directors

On motion by Trustee Jandernoa and second by Trustee Aaron, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees appoints the Charter School Board of
Directors as presented at this meeting.

Institutional Advancement Division Report

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Padnos, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees gratefully accepts cash gifts of
$1,542,295.26 to the University and WGV U presented at this meeting for April
1, 2026, through May 31, 2026.

Division of People, Equity, and Culture Report

Information Technology Report
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2025-2026 Intercollegiate Athletics Annual Report

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

(16)

President’s Report

President Mantella thanked the Board for approving the fiscal year 2027 bud get
and emphasized that the budget reflects the university’s commitment to
affordability, student success, and strategic investment. She discussed the
importance of aligning university resources and assets with Grand Valley’s
mission, including continued investment in financial aid, Blue Dot, nursing
programs, advising, and public safety. She also highlighted the acquisition of
the John G. Russell Building and the university’s evolving, partnership-based
approach to serving Detroit. President Mantella concluded that these actions
demonstrate disciplined stewardship and position Grand Valley to remain
resilient, innovative, and responsive to future generations of learners.

CHAIR — PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

(17)
(18)

(19)

(20)

Report from the Nominating Committee

Election of Board Chair

On motion by Trustee Jandernoa and second by Trustee Myers, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that from its membership, the Board of Trustees elects Mikyia
Aaron its Chair to serve from 12:01 a.m. on July 11, 2026, until the next annual
meeting or until a successor shall have been elected.

Election of Board Vice Chair

On motion by Trustee Jandernoa and second by Trustee Myers, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that from its membership, the Board of Trustees elects Ronald
Hall its Vice Chair to serve from 12:01 a.m. on July 11, 2026, until the next
annual meeting or until a successor shall have been elected.

Election of Other Board Officers

On motion by Trustee Jandernoa and second by Trustee Myers, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:
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RESOLVED, that from persons on the University staff, the Board of Trustees
elects the following tothe respective offices set after their names, each of whom
shall serve from 12:01 a.m. July 11, 2026, until the next annual meeting or until
a successor shall have been elected and qualified; subject, however, to removal
at any time during the election term by action of the Board of Trustees:

Gregory J. Sanial, Treasurer

Craig J. Wieschhorster, Assistant Treasurer
Stacie R. Behler, Secretary

Cori M. Kahler, Assistant Secretary

Recognition of Elizabeth C. Emmitt

By acclamation of the Board of Trustees, the following resolution was adopted:

The Grand Valley State University Board of Trustees today honors Elizabeth C.
Emmitt for her service as chair of the Board of Trustees at Grand Valley State
University.

The Grand Valley State University Board of Trustees today honors Elizabeth C.
Emmitt for her service as chair of the Board of Trustees at Grand Valley State
University.

WHEREAS, Elizabeth C. Emmitt, today completed two years as chair of the
Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University; and

WHEREAS, her leadership, dedication, and service to Grand Valley State
University have reflected adeep commitment to the university’s mission, students,
faculty, staff, and the broader community; and

WHEREAS, her expertise in strategy, communications, and organizational
alignment served the university well as she helped connect the work of the Board
of Trustees to the broader institutional priorities of Grand Valley State University;
and

WHEREAS, she chaired the Board with care, insight, and strategic focus during
a time of continued transformation across higher education; and

WHEREAS, she brought clarity, purpose, and a collaborative spirit to the Board’s
work, helping ensure that its deliberations and decisions ad vanced the university’s
mission; and

WHEREAS, under her leadership as chair, the Board of Trustees approved the
Reach Higher Together strategic planning process, helping guide the university’s
shared vision and priorities for the future;



V. CHAIR — PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR cont’d.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees hereby
commends Elizabeth C. Emmitt for her outstanding leadership; and

BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution, adopted unanimously on July
10, 2026, be presented to her as evidence of our appreciation and the esteem in
which she is held by her colleague Trustees, the faculty, staff, and students of
Grand Valley State University.

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

26-3-22 (22) Motion to Adjourn

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Trice and second by Trustee Hofmeister
the meeting was adjourned at 12:59 p.m.

Mikyia S. Aaron, Chair Stacie R. Behler, Secretary
Board of Trustees Board of Trustees



