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GRAND VALLEY

STATE UNIVERSITY.

MINUTES

FOR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

The fourth meeting in 2025 of the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University was held on the
274 Floor, Russel H. Kirkhof Center, on the Valley Campus of Grand Valley State University on Friday,
October 24, 2025, and also livestreamed via Zoom Webinar.

The following members of the Board were present:
Mikyia S. Aaron, Vice Chair
Elizabeth C. Emmitt, Chair
Ronald E. Hall
Brandon J. Hofmeister
Susan M. Jandernoa
Noreen K. Myers
Shelley E. Padnos
Jason R. Trice
Philomena V. Mantella, President, Ex Officio

The following Board officers and Executive officers were present:

Laura Aikens, Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Stacie R. Behler, Vice President and Chief Public Affairs and Communications Officer and
Secretary, Board of Trustees

Jennifer A. Drake, Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Jenny Hall-Jones, Vice President for Student Affairs

Gregory J. Sanial, Vice President for Finance and Administration and
Treasurer, Board of Trustees

Milos Topi¢, Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Digital Officer

B. Donta Truss, Vice President for Enrollment Development and College Futures

Kara Van Dam, Vice President, Chief Executive of GVSU Omni

Jessica Karbowski Weare, Vice President and General Counsel

Cori M. Kahler, Assistant Secretary, Board of Trustees

Craig J. Wieschhorster, Assistant Treasurer, Board of Trustees

The following Executive officer was absent:
Robert Shorty, Vice President for People, Equity, and Culture

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
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Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Hall, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting, held July 11, 2025, are approved as
distributed.

Motion to Adopt Agenda

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Aaron, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, thatthe Board of Trustees agenda forthe October 24,2025, meeting
is approved as distributed.

Personnel Actions

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Aaron, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the personnel actions as
reported at this meeting.

PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Mantella shared in her announcements that the university has had a
strong and positive start to the academic year, with high energy among faculty,
staff, and students, and continued momentum across GVSU’s campuses and
partner communities. She highlighted the university’s expansion through the
opening of the Battle Creek Innovation Center and new partnerships in Detroit
with Michigan Central. President Mantella also introduced the Presidential
Fellows (which was expanded to include staff) and introduced the new Director
of Public Safety and Police Chief Daniel Lindstrom.

GENERAL REPORTS

A) Academic and Student Affairs Committee Reports

25-4-4

(4)

2025 Enrollment, Housing, and Financial Aid Report
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B) Finance and Audit Committee Reports

25-4-5

25-4-6
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2024-2025 Audited Annual Financial Statements

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Aaron, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the 2024-2025 Audited
Annual Financial Statements as presented at this meeting.

2024-2025 Annual Endowment Fund Report

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Hofmeister, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the 2024-2025 Annual
Endowment Fund Report as presented at this meeting.

2026-2027 Endowment Fund Spending Rates

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Aaron, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the 2026-2027 Endowment
Fund Spending Rates as presented at this meeting.

FY27 Capital Outlay Budget Request and Five-Year Plan

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Hofmeister, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the Capital Outlay Major
Project Request for Fiscal Year 2027 and the Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan as
presented at this meeting.



III.  GENERAL REPORTS cont’d.

25-4-9 9) Haas Center for Performing Arts
Louis Armstrong Theatre Upgrades

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Trice, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees:

1. approves the selection of Fishbeck as the Architect and Engineer of record
for the project,

2. approves the selection of Clark Construction as the Construction Manager,

3. approves the budget of $5,200,000 established for this project; the source
of funds to be the Strategic Capital Reserve Fund,

4. approves the schedule established for the project,

5. and authorizes the University administration to award additional contracts,
as necessary, to complete the project.

25-4-10 (10)  Student Services Renovation (Admissions & Registrar)

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Trice, the following resolution
was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees:

1. approves the selection of Hanbury as the Architect and Engineer of record
for the project,

2. approves the selection of Granger Construction as the Construction
Manager,

3. approves the budget of $6,300,000 established for this project; the source
of funds to be the Strategic Capital Reserve Fund,

4. approves the schedule established for the project,
5. approves the site plan as presented,

6. and authorizes the University administration to award additional contracts,
as necessary, to complete the project.
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25-4-11 (11)
C) Other Reports
25-4-12 (12)
25-4-13 (13)

Softball/Baseball Training and Locker Room Facility

On motion by Trustee Hall and second by Trustee Hofmeister, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees:

1. approves the selection of Integrated Architecture as the Architect and
Engineer of record for the project,

2. approves the selection of Rockford as the Construction Manager,

3. approves the budget of $5,650,000 established for this project; the source
of funds to be the Strategic Capital Reserve Fund,

4. approves the schedule established for the project,
5. approves the site plan as presented,

6. and authorizes the University administration to award additional contracts,
as necessary, to complete the project.

Institutional Advancement Report

On motion by Trustee Jandernoa and second by Trustee Myers, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees gratefully accepts cash gifts of
$14,137,858.17 to the University and WGV U presented at this meeting for June
1, 2025, through September 30, 2025.

Charter Schools Report

Name Change—Kalamazoo Covenant Academy

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on July 10, 2015, approved the issuance of a charter contract to
Kalamazoo Covenant Academy and its school sites; and

WHEREAS, the Academy requests a name change to Kalamazoo Prep
Academy;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Article IX
of the Terms and Conditions incorporated into the Academy’s Contract, the
Board of Trustees approves the Academy’s name change to Kalamazoo Prep
Academy.

Name Change—Muskegon Covenant Academy

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on April 30, 2014, approved the issuance of a charter contract to
Muskegon Covenant Academy; and

WHEREAS, the Academy requests a name change to Muskegon Lakeshore
High School & Career Center;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with Article IX
of the Terms and Conditions incorporated into the Academy’s Contract, the
Board of Trustees approves the Academy’s name change to Muskegon
Lakeshore High School & Career Center.

Reauthorization of 6a Charter Contract — Metro Charter Academy, Romulus (5
years)

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on April 26, 2000, authorized the issuance of a charter contract to
Metro Charter Academy and authorized the reissuance of a contract to charter
the Academy at its meeting on February 10, 2012, and April 26, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on February 10, 2012, authorized the conversion of the Academy from
a 6a public school academy to a 6e School of Excellence; and

WHEREAS, the University’s Charter Schools Office has completed its
evaluation and assessment of the operation and performance of the Academy;
and

WHEREAS, the present Board of Directors of the Academy has requested the
reissuance of a 6a contract to charter as a public school academy; and

WHEREAS, the University President’s designee has recommended the
reissuance of a contract to charter as a public school academy to the Academy
for a five (5) year term beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2031;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the University Board of
Trustees approves and reauthorizes the execution of a contract to charter a
public school academy to the Academy and authorizes the University President
or designee to execute the contract to a public school academy and related
documents to the Academy for a five (5) year term, provided that, before the
execution of the contract, the University President or designee affirms that all
terms of the contract have been agreed upon and the Academy is able to comply
with all terms and conditions of the contract and applicable law. This resolution
shall be incorporated in and made part of the contract as Schedule 1.

Reauthorization of 6a Charter Contract — Excel Charter Academy, Grand
Rapids (7 years)

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on June 1, 1995, authorized the issuance of a charter contract to Excel
Charter Academy and authorized the reissuance of a contract to charter the
Academy at its meeting on April 27, 2012, and November 2, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the University’s Charter Schools Office has completed its
evaluation and assessment of the operation and performance of the Academy;
and

WHEREAS, the University President’s designee has recommended the
reissuance of a contract to charter as a public school academy to the Academy
for a seven (7) year term beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2033;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the University Board of
Trustees approves and reauthorizes the execution of a contract to charter a
public school academy to the Academy and authorizes the University President
or designee to execute the contract to a public school academy and related
documents to the Academy for a seven (7) year term, provided that, before the
execution of the contract, the University President or designee affirms that all
terms of the contract have been agreed upon and the Academy is able to comply
with all terms and conditions of the contract and applicable law. This resolution
shall be incorporated in and made part of the contract as Schedule 1.
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Reauthorization of 6a Charter Contract — Hanley International Academy,
Hamtramck (7 years)

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on April 22, 2005, authorized the issuance of a charter contract to
Hanley International Academy and authorized the reissuance of a contract to
charter the Academy at its meeting on April 27, 2012, and February 8, 2019;
and

WHEREAS, the University’s Charter Schools Office has completed its
evaluation and assessment of the operation and performance of the Academy;
and

WHEREAS, the University President’s designee has recommended the
reissuance of a contract to charter as a public school academy to the Academy
for a seven (7) year term beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2033;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the University Board of
Trustees approves and reauthorizes the execution of a contract to charter a
public school academy to the Academy and authorizes the University President
or designee to execute the contract to a public school academy and related
documents to the Academy for a seven (7) year term, provided that, before the
execution of the contract, the University President or designee affirms that all
terms of the contract have been agreed upon and the Academy is able to comply
with all terms and conditions of the contract and applicable law. This resolution
shall be incorporated in and made part of the contract as Schedule 1.

Reauthorization of 6a Charter Contract — Vanguard Charter Academy,
Wyoming (7 years)

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on April 26, 1996, authorized the issuance of a charter contract to
Vanguard Charter Academy and authorized the reissuance of a contract to
charter the Academy at its meeting on June 18, 2001, June 25, 2004, February
10, 2012, and April 26, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Grand Valley State University, at its
meeting on February 10, 2012, authorized the conversion of the Academy from
a 6a public school academy to a 6e School of Excellence; and



I1I.

IV.

25-4-14

GENERAL REPORTS cont’d.

WHEREAS, the University’s Charter Schools Office has completed its
evaluation and assessment of the operation and performance of the Academy;
and

WHEREAS, the present Board of Directors of the Academy has requested the
reissuance of a 6a contract to charter as a public school academy; and

WHEREAS, the University President’s designee has recommended the
reissuance of a contract to charter as a public school academy to the Academy
for a seven (7) year term beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2033;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the University Board of
Trustees approves and reauthorizes the execution of a contract to charter a
public school academy to the Academy and authorizes the University President
or designee to execute the contract to a public school academy and related
documents to the Academy for a seven (7) year term, provided that, before the
execution of the contract, the University President or designee affirms that all
terms of the contract have been agreed upon and the Academy is able to comply
with all terms and conditions of the contract and applicable law. This resolution
shall be incorporated in and made part of the contract as Schedule 1.

Appointment of Charter School Board of Directors

On motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Jandernoa, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees appoints the Charter School Board of
Directors as presented at this meeting.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

(14)

President’s Report

President Mantella shared in her report that the university continues to focus on
both present excellence and future readiness. Centering her remarks on the
theme of value, she highlighted GVSU’s strong return on investment through
affordability, access, and impact — keeping tuition growth below state and
national averages, providing a record $81 million in financial aid, and helping
44 percent of graduates leave debt-free. She also underscored GVSU’s $3
billion annual economic impact and exceptional $31 return for every state dollar
invested, calling for greater state support while reaffirming the university’s
commitment to delivering measurable value through transformed lives,
strengthened communities, and sustained excellence.
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V. PUBLIC COMMENT

25-4-15 (15)  Public Comment

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

25-4-16 (16) Motion to Adjourn

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Aaron and second by Trustee Myers, the
meeting was adjourned at 12:16 p.m.

Elizabeth C. Emmitt, Chair Stacie R. Behler, Secretary
Board of Trustees Board of Trustees



