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V.S.C. students unearth village
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The onlv signs of Cclivilizatson
thie Spot See today &re an oateh
sional group of sludents ifrom

nearby Grand Valley State Col
leges, who use e area as a
favarite spol (or ouldoor parties,
and & team of snthropology st
dents from Grand Valley who are
digging at the site ta uncover ils
pasl

Richard Flanders, associate
professor af Grand Valley, has
been taking his anthropology stu-
dents 1o the zite for the past three
SUIMmmers’

The site, Flanders says, is ideal
for instruction. “It's & very rich
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In the twa pits they have dug so
anthropoalogy stu fients have
arcovered hundreds of (lems ina
process Lhal requires el i s
fillering of the sand &s it 15 dig on
ayer-by-laver hasis. The [inds
which are numbered and class
I l"|: '.:I_' & CErAMIC "'|"'\-||'h-|1rl'
from England, clay pipe stems
machine-booled nails, and beaver
bt}

The site, Flanders says, could
nol have been |'_||,||_'-|_=l‘,- al a befler
spot for the G.V.5.C. anthropol
oy class. Blendon's Landing. lo-
cated directly southeast of the
college campas., is wilhin walking
distance of the college, and is
owned by the college’s Facully
Club. “Since it's on college prop-
erty, we don't encounter a lot of
the resirictions you have when
vou dig on private property,"” he
sabd

Flanders said from the items
collected at the site, and from his-
torical sceounts of the area, he
estimates that Blendon's Landing

was [irst rettled as 8 lumbering

camp ArOENG 1HEaS

e settlement served priman
ly az a transfer poinl for Lrees
felled in whal then the
forests of Ottawa County

L
The
logs were transfermed by rail i
the landing, where they wer
marked and dumped inta the
Grand to be Noated downriver (o
Grand Haven

The 100 settlers believed Lo
have lived al the site were |n
volvied in the work of transferring
the loges by rail from the [orests Lo
the settlement, and rolling them
down the steep banks of the niver
on & sluice to the water

As the settlement grew, other
functions apparently were also
added at the setilement. Histori-
cal accounts of the area indicate
a shipvard existed al the site al
one time, and at least (owur
schonners were built there. Carl
L. Adams, the author of River
Landings and the Peopls Whao
Make Them (publisher
unknown i, & book about life along
the Grand River in the late 1800's
documents other industries at the
seiflement. A kiln, whose bricks
wore manufactured, and a saw-
mill, powered by a dammed
creek, also operated at the site,

nad bo Adams’s interview
il aggendants of the
Blendon -« Landing settlers

The  scitlement, according o
Flanders, apparenlly disap
peared nearly as guickly as it had
bisen Tounded the victim of a
t territory. "By Lhe
furmve o Lha Gl War, il was prel-
iy well dope," be said. *“The end
of Blendoi's Landing was Ioe the
end of 5o many lumbering settle
ments: when the lumber was
gone, the people disappeared ™

The builfings were deserted as
the lumbermen either lefl for
greener [spests in northern Mich-
igan or farther wesl, according to
Flanderz  Some settlers also
wrnl infosiher occupations in the
maore o< blished settlements of
Grand Rapids and Grand Haven,
he said

Hy the |g80', little was left of
the setitlepent which once was
home for gboul 100 persons, ac-
cording  Adams’s inferviews
with descendants of the ploneers.
One dessendant Adams inter-
viewed [or his book recalled that
the desered buildings were left
standing br a umfn n: WEre oc-
cupled by Indians area.

Only oe: plece of evidence of

ounty, and Southeastern Muskegon County. including Allendale
{Conklin, and surrounding rural areas

the settlement made it into con-
temporary times, according to
Flanders. The two-story boarding
house was apparently moved
from the site to Bauer, where it
stood until the late 1970's, when it
fell victim to.a fire, he said
Blendon's Landing was one of o
series of seltlements thal gréw up
along the Grand River in lumber-
ing days, according to Adams
Early records, Adams stales in
hiz book, show thal al least 17
landings exisled along the stretch
of the Grand River from Grand
ville ta Grand Haven. "Eye wit-
nesses have told that the south
shore of the river from Grand
ville to Blendon's Landing had al-
most a continuous stretch of log
cabins with small clusters of
cabing near the landings,
Adams wrote. “On this section of

ihe river somée six hundred
people were obtaining their veli-
haoed. ™

Descendants remain
. Although a large number of
Blendon's Landing's residents
moved on to other lumbering
camps, some stayed in the area,
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begetting descendants whose off-
spring still live in the area.

One of those who stayed in the
area was Samuel Hall, 8 man
who came from New York in the
1850’s to run a blacksmith shop at
Blendon’s Landing. Hall is the
great-great-grandfather of Sher-
ry Schouw, a local historian and
member of the Grandville His-
torical Commission.

Schouw said she can recall her
grandfather — Hall’s grandson —
taking her on tours of the landing
site, and describing what the set-
tlement looked like as it was told
by his grandfather.

Schouw and Flanders last week
visited the barren Blendon’s

Have something to sell? You’ll
sell it fast with an ad in your Ad-
vance Newspapers - 457-1120.

1982 Mobile Home, LIKE
NEW, immediate posses-
sion, great starter. Financ-
ing available. Call Sharon
Miller 842-1016 or 846-2410
for more information. No.
648

MAKE OFFER 3 bedroom
mobile home, lovely front
kitchen and excellent condi-
tion. Call Sharon Miller
846-2410 or 842-1016. No. |
524

TAKE OVER PAYMENTS
on this 2 bedroom mobile
home, must selll Immediate
occupancy. Needs a little
work but a real good buy.
Call Duncan Myers at
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Landing site and compared notes
on where they believe the build-
ings existed in the settlement.
The combination of the ances-
tral connection and a love for his-
tory has kept Schouw enthralled
with the settlement. ‘“When you
consider that this was a place

~where once a hundred people had

lived, and now there’s nothing, it
becomes pretty fascinating.
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