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Why Blendon Landing?

* Part of larger GVSU ‘Campus Archaeology’
project
* Continuing care of collections

— Sort out records of the past and update files and
field work

* Long term interest in logging communities
— Structure of logging communities re: gender

— Context of logging industry re: larger events of
history and industrialization in US




Locaction (1969 USGS Quad Map)
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Settlement History

* John Ball timber cruiser and lawyer

* bought 2500 acres of pine and
oak

in 1836

* economic panic prevented
development for 15 years

* Town of Blendon Landing organized
1854

* Logging Railroad built 1857
4t railroad in Ottawa county

* First logging railroad in US (Bajema
1991)

*The Old St. Joe (no photos)
*Mill, dock, boat yard, and town
* Most gone by 1870

John Ball




The Railroad

* 7 miles
* Originally on wood rails
* Then strap iron on wood rails




Logging Railroads In Ottawa County

Logging railroads in Ottawa County, Michigan, before the Civil War

Muskegon Co.

ott wa‘ Co.
T o a

Spring Lake e

(Big Bayou) in miles

e Eastmanville

7 RiVeL
Stearn's 3 \_"
Bageon eRobinson V /4 =
1
Z Elegdon
3 anding
E @
§ 4
Bass R.
% :
\n—-— M
%%k 7

From Bajema, C The First Logging Railroads in the Great Lakes Region
in Forest and Conservation History 35(2): 76-83

"0 3usy

-




Strap rail on ties




The Mill

Operated between 1857 and 1864
30 million board feet/year

— The entire cut for a year of some National Forests

Fed the desire for timber as the settlement of
the area west of the Mississippi began

Burned in 1864




Litchfield

Mill owner, 4t Michigan Cavalry

- mill sold in 1864 when he was a pow

b 1

(L5 k#m
valry ‘way hoid " Hatile. Creek,
though a small mes! ng tg organiza~
1ion was held last year. This about
200 survivors of the old ment met
there for the first time- sinoce
the Command was mustered out of
service. Most of them were gray
headed, but all were as frisky as a lot
of boys. On the second morning Gen.
Litchfield once Colonel of the regiment
swp?ed into the wash room of the
hotel office and saw a comrade sitting
in the boot-black’s chair waiting for
the coming of that fuctionary to glack
his boots. The General bethinking
himself of the New Testament account
of how the brethren washed each
others feet, grabbed up a brush and
roceeded to polish his comrade’s
ts. finishing oft ope in good style
before the regular operator returned.
That evening at the banquet, among
others called out for speechés was Mr.
Albert Crane the law partner of May-
or Uhl, of Grand Rapids, and he pro-
ceeded to make an eloquent speech
full of tellin lpoint,a. Among other
things he said that once after days of
fatigue he was stationed at Germania
Ford ot special duty with orders to
keep his eyes open sharp all night on
the ford and approches. He kept awake
and watched until daylight came,
when overcome by fatigue he dro ped

on the ground and went fast aslee

22 OCTOBER 1890
PETOSKEY RECORD

p.-5

General A. C. Litchfleld left yester-
day to attend the re-union of Lis old
command, the 7th Michigan Cavalry,
at Battle Creek.

Presently up dashed Colonel Litchfield
and roused Blm from his slumber, and,
sald the Speaker, ‘‘never in the whole
course of my life was I talked to as 1]
was on that occasion. The words
sharp and severe cut me like a knife,
for 1 had reached as I thought the
limit of endurance by way of fatigue

rand want of sleep, und ever since then
[the memory of thoso words has been

with me, and has made me feel sore.
I’ve been sore for more than twenty-
five years. I was sore this morning,
but gomehow when I saw that same
Colonel kneeling. down before me!
blacking my boots this morning the
soreness all left, and I’m a sound man

once more.”

Only an old soldier can understand
why, when be told this, there was an|
old kind of a jumble of cheers, and
laughter and wet eyes withal, for only
an old soldier can understand how
much the stern necessity of military
discipline cost sensitive and proud
men sometimes. The one thing that
made the American soldiers of the
lute war the best the world has ever
seen, was the intelligence which en-
abled him to recognize for himselt the
necessity of discipline and the subor-
dination of personal pride and inde-
pendence to that necessity. Yet to-
day while the soreness is gone, we can
remember how much it cost us some-
times to efface ourselves at the call of
duty.

—————

19 AUGUST 1864
GRAND RAPIDS EAGLE
p. 1
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The Shipyard 1861-1864

Eveline
— built 1863

George W. Westcott
— built 1863/refit at Blendon 1864
— Dismantled 1918

Major Anderson
— Built 1861
— Sank 1864

And, the Lumberman->




The Lumberman

Built at Blendon Landing 1862, sank
1893 near Milwaukee

Wl
z S— v-'_

' {umberman Sank 4-11-1893
Racine WL Found By Dan Johnson

http://www.lockwoodmuseum.com/
lumber.html




The Town

200 residents
— Some 35 worked in the mill and ship yard

Blacksmith,

buildings

hotel, saloon, store and other

Mill burned and some buildings 1864 - decline

Most peop
abandonec

e left after the railroad was
in 1870

Some build

ings moved to other locations




1860s plat of Georgetown Twp
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Blacksmith shop
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Excavations and analysis

1970s to late 1980s (Flanders
— Public archaeology

1990s — two small surveys

2010 — assessment of earlier collections and
new excavation

Analysis just beginning
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2010 Work
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2010 Field school
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Features

Blennov LaNding
200773
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Artifacts




An artifact from
earlier
excavations and
the ‘Man in the
Moon
Controversy’




Plus several
coins, tokens and
other diagnostics































State Historic Marker on
Campus
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BLENDON LANDING

In the mid~nineteenth century a site
| called Blendon Landing was located
| in this vicinity on the Grand River.
| Blendon was organized in 1854 and
| named for the Blendon Lumber Com=
| pany. A logging train hauled timber
| seven miles from the pine forest to
| the landing for shipping. White pine |,
| and hardwoods were transported from
| here and used to manufacture ships,
 railroad cars and guns. Blendon's saw=

§ mill, logging operations and shipyard

| sustained a community of about 200
| people in the early 1860s. The saw-
mill burned in 1864 and by 1870 the
railroad was abandoned. By 1912,

§ Blendon was deserted. In 1965, Grand

| Valley State €ollege professor Richard E.

| Flanders hegan excavating the Blendon

| Landing site as part of the university's
| archaeology program. Blendon Landing
| is owned by the Grand Valley State
| University Club.




