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Why	
  Blendon	
  Landing?	
  

•  Part	
  of	
  larger	
  GVSU	
  ‘Campus	
  Archaeology’	
  
project	
  	
  

•  ConUnuing	
  care	
  of	
  collecUons	
  
– Sort	
  out	
  records	
  of	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  update	
  files	
  and	
  
field	
  work	
  

•  Long	
  term	
  interest	
  in	
  logging	
  communiUes	
  
– Structure	
  of	
  logging	
  communiUes	
  re:	
  gender	
  
– Context	
  of	
  logging	
  industry	
  re:	
  larger	
  events	
  of	
  
history	
  and	
  industrializaUon	
  in	
  US	
  



LocacUon	
  (1969	
  USGS	
  Quad	
  Map)	
  



LocaUon	
  



Se#lement	
  History	
  

• 	
  John	
  Ball	
  Umber	
  cruiser	
  and	
  lawyer	
  

• 	
  bought	
  2500	
  acres	
  of	
  pine	
  and	
  
oak	
  

	
  	
  	
  in	
  1836	
  

• 	
  	
  economic	
  panic	
  prevented	
  
development	
  for	
  15	
  years	
  

• 	
  Town	
  of	
  Blendon	
  Landing	
  organized	
  
1854	
  

• 	
  Logging	
  Railroad	
  built	
  1857	
  
• 4th	
  railroad	
  in	
  O8awa	
  county	
  

• 	
  First	
  logging	
  railroad	
  in	
  US	
  (Bajema	
  
1991)	
  

• The	
  Old	
  St.	
  Joe	
  	
  (no	
  photos)	
  
• Mill,	
  dock,	
  boat	
  yard,	
  and	
  town	
  

• 	
  Most	
  gone	
  by	
  1870	
   John	
  Ball	
  



The	
  Railroad	
  

•  7	
  miles	
  
•  Originally	
  on	
  wood	
  rails	
  
•  Then	
  strap	
  iron	
  on	
  wood	
  rails	
  



Logging	
  Railroads	
  In	
  O8awa	
  County	
  



Strap	
  rail	
  on	
  Ues	
  



The	
  Mill	
  

•  Operated	
  between	
  1857	
  and	
  1864	
  
•  30	
  million	
  board	
  feet/year	
  	
  
– The	
  enUre	
  cut	
  for	
  a	
  year	
  of	
  some	
  NaUonal	
  Forests	
  

•  Fed	
  the	
  desire	
  for	
  Umber	
  as	
  the	
  se8lement	
  of	
  
the	
  area	
  west	
  of	
  the	
  Mississippi	
  began	
  	
  

•  Burned	
  in	
  1864	
  



Litchfield	
  
Mill	
  owner,	
  4th	
  Michigan	
  Cavalry	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  mill	
  sold	
  in	
  1864	
  when	
  he	
  was	
  a	
  pow	
  	
  



The	
  Shipyard	
  1861-­‐1864	
  

•  Eveline	
  	
  
– built	
  1863	
  

•  George	
  W.	
  Westco8	
  	
  
– built	
  1863/refit	
  at	
  Blendon	
  1864	
  
– Dismantled	
  1918	
  

•  Major	
  Anderson	
  
– Built	
  1861	
  
– Sank	
  1864	
  

•  And,	
  the	
  Lumberman-­‐>	
  



The	
  Lumberman	
  

h8p://www.lockwoodmuseum.com/
lumber.html	
  

Built	
  at	
  Blendon	
  Landing	
  1862,	
  sank	
  
1893	
  near	
  Milwaukee	
  



The	
  Town	
  

•  200	
  residents	
  
– Some	
  35	
  worked	
  in	
  the	
  mill	
  and	
  ship	
  yard	
  

•  Blacksmith,	
  hotel,	
  saloon,	
  store	
  and	
  other	
  
buildings	
  

•  Mill	
  burned	
  and	
  some	
  buildings	
  1864	
  -­‐	
  decline	
  

•  Most	
  people	
  lem	
  amer	
  the	
  railroad	
  was	
  
abandoned	
  in	
  1870	
  

•  Some	
  buildings	
  moved	
  to	
  other	
  locaUons	
  



1860s	
  plat	
  of	
  Georgetown	
  Twp	
  



Skinner	
  sketch	
  map	
  





Blacksmith	
  shop	
  



Hotel	
  



Hotel	
  



ExcavaUons	
  and	
  analysis	
  

•  1970s	
  to	
  late	
  1980s	
  (Flanders	
  
– Public	
  archaeology	
  

•  1990s	
  –	
  two	
  small	
  surveys	
  

•  2010	
  –	
  assessment	
  of	
  earlier	
  collecUons	
  and	
  
new	
  excavaUon	
  

•  Analysis	
  just	
  beginning	
  



1980s	
  



1980s	
  



1980s	
  



	
  ca.	
  1987	
  



2010	
  Work	
  











2010	
  Field	
  school	
  





Features	
  











ArUfacts	
  



An	
  arUfact	
  from	
  
earlier	
  
excavaUons	
  and	
  
the	
  ‘Man	
  in	
  the	
  
Moon	
  
Controversy’	
  



Plus	
  several	
  
coins,	
  tokens	
  and	
  
other	
  diagnosUcs	
  





















•  State	
  Historic	
  Marker	
  on	
  
Campus	
  


