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Director’s Message

| It is sometimes hard to believe that it has been more than a decade since
| was fortunate enough to become the director of School of Public and
Monprofit Administration. There can’t be many befter jobs than working to
advance public service education in the great environs of West Michigan
and Grand Valley State University. Mevertheless, I'm going to enjoy
getting back to a focus on teaching, scholarship, and contributing to the
school as faculty member. The new director (as of August 2007) is Dr.
Mark Hoffman, who will certainly do a great job of leading SPMNA into
its next phase of development.

As you can see from this report, SPMA is blessed with excellent students
and outstanding faculty and staff. During the past year, we welcomed
several new faculty and staff, incuding Annie Hagar who did the production
work for this report. loining our full-time foculty are Dr. Seong-Gin Moon, Dr. Ramya Roamanath, and
our new American Humanics Director, Internship Coordinator, Guincy Williams.  Also joining our
faculty this year is Dr. Kathy Agard, the new director of the lohnson Center for Philanthropy and
Monprofit Leadership. One of the best measures of our success in building strong programs in SPMNA
is our ability to attract high quality professional staff, and these individuals certainly fit that description.
We also said good-bye to Professor Emeritus Bob Clarke who passed away on July 2, 2006. He played
a key role in the early history of the public administration programs at Grand Valley State and we all
owe him a debt of gratitude and respect for his dedication to public service education.

These are challenging times for the world, the nation, and the State of Michigan. Education for public
service has never been more important than it is foday in a complex world that seems to move faster
than our ability to perceive it. We need leaders who can see the big picture, use their knowledge and
abilities for the public good, and be able to learn and adapt in rapidly changing circumstances. The
mission statement that we adopted a few years ago remains relevant and challenges us to work at the
cutting edge of our field for the benefit of all:

The mission of the School of Public and MNonprofit Administrafion is to educate students
for lives of active cifizenship os contributing members of their local, regional, nafional, and
global communities, and for professional careers in public and nonprofit organizafions. We
are commifted fo developing in undergraduate and groduote students the capacifies for ethical
judgment, crifical thinking, and the core competencies necessary to fulfill mulfiple roles as
effective managers and public servants.

I look forward to working with my colleagues and students to fulfill this mission.

Danny L Balfour, Ph.D.
Professor and Director
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SPNA Faculty and Staff

1 . 3 1
Kathy Agard, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Richard Jelier, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Seong-Gin Moon, Ph.O.
Assistant Professor

Jane Sponhelz, PhoD.
Assictant Professor
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Dion Batfour, Ph.D.
Director and Professor

Digne Kimota, PhD.
Assistant Professor

1
Michoel Poyne, Fh.D.

Professar

Gluincy Williams, M.P.A_

Director of American Humanics

and Internship Coordinator

Stephen Borders, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Myron Mast, Ph.D.
Professor

Ramya Ramanath, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Mark Hoffman, Ph.Dr
Associate Professor

Paul Mavima, Ph.D.
Assistont Professor

Donijo Robbins, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Adjunct Faculty

Micki Benz Bruce Monzer, Ph.Do
Gregory Clime Scott Pedersen, Esqg.
Ryan Cofton Michael Reogan
Aaron Haight Liso Rose Starner

‘William . lewell, Esg.
Susan lohnson, PhD.
Peter Letzmann, Esg.

Emeritus Faculty

Barbara VanDuren
Margaret Sellers Walker
Elizabeth White, Esq.

Robert Clarke, Ph.D.

Staff

Sherry Moyer, Depariment Coordinator

Anmnie Hagar, Secretary



Blast from the Past: Alfredo Gonzales

Alfredo Gonzales, Associate Provost and Dean for International Multiculforal
Education at Hope College, graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Public
Administration from Grand Valley in 1979, Since then, he has been active az a
leader in the west Michigon community.

Shortly aofter graduating, Gonzales joined the Hope staff as director of the
college’s upward bound program, a position that continued with his appointment as
director of minority student affairs in 1984 In 1986 he was named assistant dean
of multicultural life, working in the Office of Student Development to strengthen the
multicultural life ot the college. He was nomed assistant provost in 1990, with continuing emphasis on
multicuftural matters, and acquired odministrative responsibility for international education as well
when he wos named ossodiate provost in 2001,

Gonzales is a long-fime member and chair of the City of Holland's International Relations Commission,
a founding member of the Tulipanes Latino Art ond Film Festival, and is past chair of the Michigan
Commission for Sponish Speaking Affairs and Latin Americans United for Progress Inc. He is alzo
responsible for administration of the Phelps Scholars Program [a residential program through which
first-year Hope students explore issues related to diversity), the college’s participation in the preparing
future fellows program between Howard University and Hope, the women's studies program, the
ethnic studies program, and the Critical Issues Symposium.

Conzales has been honored multiple times for his work in international and multiculivral education. In
July 2006 the city of Santiago de Queretaro, Mexico presented him with its German Patifio Diaz medal
for his involvement in the creatfion and flourishing of the sister-city relationship between Holland and
Gueretaro as well as the on-going exchange relafionship between the Autonomous University of Queretaro
and Hope. In 1998, he received the Michigan Outstanding Hispanic of the Year, Honorable Mention
award from the Michigan Educational Opportunity Fund Inc. In 1997, through one of only 24 fellowships
awarded worldwide by the Ford Foundation, he participated in the International Seminar on Diversity
lssues in Higher Education in New Defhi, India. In April 2004, he received the fifth annual Vanderbush-
Weller Development Fund award, given to educators for having a strong, posifive impact on students.
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Undergraduate Student Profile: John Ranville

Like oil and water, public administration and applied statistics don't
seem like a notural mix. Tell that to senior public administration
major lohn Ranville and he will assure you that they not only go well
together, they are quite complementary fields. Taking his word for
it, we can be thankful he didn't stick with his original major
— pre-veterinary medicine. Mot only would that have been more
difficult to reconcile, but the Schocl of Public and MNonprofit
Administration would have one less example of student excellence
on its rolfs.

Ranville, who ottended Flint Powers Catholic High School, followed
his sister to Grand Valley because it was “far enough away to live
on my own, but not foo far away”™ He took part in an Alternative
Breaks trip in his freshman year and soon a passion for volunteering
sparked by his high school’s community service requirements led him
to the public administration program. *“My goals are to help a community in whotever way | can,” he
said. “My time in this major has helped me realize that there are a lot of ways to do that, not just through
volunteering.” He mentions a possible career in city planning and suddenly the public administration,/
statistics combo makes more sense. “I've leamed a lot about the nonprofit sedior - and now the government
sector as well. | can go into a community and see aspeds | couldn’t see before™

Cmne thing he sees is a future in grad school, though perhaps not before a stint in Americorps. *l really
want to do some hands on work,” he said, “to see the country, ond to be a part of the world outside
Michigan™ Mot that he hasn't done a lot of that already.

Ronville is chair of alternative breaks weekend /winter breoks program and has spent time in North
Caroling, Virginia, and Florida as part of the program. He will travel to New York and Philadelphia
this spring with Alternative Breaks. He also participated in the SPNA's 2005 Public Affairs and Planning
study abroad program in Sydney, Australio where he studied ethnic neighborhoods, city planning
systems, and Australion growth and development among other topics.

Most recently, the nonprofit Founding Values Initiative awarded Ranville the Congressman Paul Henry
Integrity Award. The scholarship is given to o person who exemplifies continued commitment to prindples
of infegrity through transparency in public service. “That’s something I'm kind of proud of” Ranville
said.

In addition, Ronville iz a member of the Omicron Delta Koppa national leadership honor society, is a
resident assistant in Secchia Hall, and is active in Colleges Against Cancer. Perhaps this explains how he
can say of hiz current majot, “It's helped me realize that my goals are not as narrow as | had thought,
and that they're adually quite broad” The probability of consensus on that stotement- 100 percent.
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Undergraduate Student Profile: Kelly Weir

Kelly Weir knew she wanted to be a Grand Valley student when
she was just nine years old. That's when the Canton, Michigan native
made her first trip to the Allendale campus to visit a sister who was a
student here. Ancther sister would attend Grand Valley before Kelly
enrolled, but her mind had been made up years before. “l applied
at other schools,” said the senior public and nonprofit administration
major, “but | always felt that Grand Valley was the perfed choice
for me” That's nof to say that she had any idea whaot she wanted to
study when she got here.

“l came here undecided about what | wanted to study,” she said. “I
didn't even know there was such a program (public and nonprofit
administration), but | discovered that it was exactly what | wanted
from an education” That discovery was sparked by her passion for

community service, adventure, and being involved.

One glance at Weir's resume confirms those passions. She is currently a Grand Vaolley student senator,
serving on the educational affairs committee. She has studied abread in Irelond. She is a member of
Grand Valley's American Humanics program administered by the School of Public and Monprofit
Administration. She has been involved with the American Concer Society’s Relay for Life since eighth
grade and chaired Grand Valley's 2006 event while also serving as president of Colleges Against
Cancer. She serves on the Women's Center Advisory Coundil. She is a lifetime member of the Girl Scouts.
Appropriately, she was a 2006 recipient of the GVU Foundation Community Leadership Scholarship for
her demonstrated commitment to combining community service with her career.

Consistent with her nature, Weir credits Grand Valley for inspiring parficipation. | like the way I've been
able to get involved in campus,” she said. “The opportunities available to me will help me prepare for
my nonprofit career.” Likewise, she has nothing but praise for the SPNA. “It's a small atmosphere where
everyone knows your name.” she said. "Professors really help you develop, and there is o real feeling of
community in the public and nonprofit administration program.”

While Weir still has to finish up her bachelor’s, she is already planning for the future. She thinks a
career with a health or women’s issues nonprofit would be a nice fit — *l think it's o matter of knowing
what you're passionate about and what you can do every day,” she said — but first there’s the matter of
grad school. She’s leaning towards a combined Master of Public Administration/Master of Sodal Worlk
and when asked where she expects to apply, her answer is simple: "(Grand Valley. | can't imagine going
to school anywhere else”
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