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REMARKS…25 Aug 2006 Convocation…GVSU
Thanks- Mrs. Brooks, Board members, President Lubbers, Provost Davis (others), distinguished faculty, staff, members of the greater community and especially our students and new faculty and staff.

1st QUESTION “Who’s the new guy?”  A thumb nail sketch:


I’m a teacher, coach, administrator, scholar, chemist, president, husband, dad, grandad, retired officer from Coast Guard, from SUNY, from NY, went to school at CGA, U of M, RPI, UConn, go to church, like sports, play sports (older I get the better I was), enjoy the performing arts (was in one play), better audience, help in the community when I can, lead, serve…. I am an educator.

2nd QUESTION “Who is the new guy?”  What I believe:


The students are the heart of the university, the faculty are the soul, and the board provides the shape….putting our students first.

I believe in academic excellence, a Liberal Education, shared governance, academic freedom, graduate education, relevant professional programs, life-long- learning, ethical practices, service, leadership, quality, collegiality, planning assessment, accountability, sustainability, professional development of our faculty and staff and from Pres. Lubbers, -- unity, purpose, collaboration …a community of learners.


I believe in public higher education, access, affordability fiscal responsibility, that a degree from GVSU is a ticket to your future. It gives opportunities for a productive future…. It is an investment.


I believe that being a teacher is noble work, that it is inspired by service before self and optimism for a future… I believe in dreams.

I believe in co-curricular activities that promote school spirit and morale, the development of the whole person…we must promote good character and success. 


I believe in the mission of GVSU to shape students and society, public service, innovation, entrepreneurship, high standards… that we must be a learning community informed by global understanding.


I believe in the importance of a safe environment, aesthetically pleasing surroundings, attractive and functional buildings… curb appeal is important.

I believe that in all we do we must be guided by relevance, stewardship, service, integrity.  


I believe in the values of generosity and philanthropy that I see in the Grand Rapids area, in west Michigan.


And most importantly of all, I believe in respecting the dignity of every person… students, faculty, staff, regardless of color, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or physical limitations. What makes a quality university is in its celebration of diversity.

3rd QUESTION “Who’s the new guy?”  


Well, I’m just like many of you today… We are in transition… We are experiencing new beginnings.  Just this past weekend I moved into my new home with my wife. We are in a new community with new people, many who are quite different from me. I have a new job with new expectations.


I’m excited, nervous, ready for a new adventure, ready to learn and contribute… just like you.


I’ve had many beginnings in my life and each has been a joy… some profound like getting married, having children, going in the service, schools, jobs, locations…. 
Let me share just a few of the lessons learned from those beginnings and from the United Way… suggestions on how to live a happy and rewarding life:

- Don’t be afraid to ask for help or to give it.

- Make connections with each other… Each day meet a new person who is different from you. Ask them where they are from and what’s their favorite food.

- Understand that your advisors, mentors, teachers, coaches, mom, dad, senior students, and many others want you to succeed.


- Be a good citizen on and off campus. 

- Take risks (Healthy risks)… try something new that will benefit you or those around you.  

- Take a nap on Sunday afternoon.
- Don’t be afraid to say I’m sorry.
- Leave the toilet seat down.
- Keep your promises to yourself and others.
- Make it habit to do nice things for people who will never find out.
- Be a good winner… and a gracious loser.
- Say thanks a lot.
- Say please a lot.
- Do not expect that just money will bring you happiness.
- Take responsibility for every area of your life.
- Make a difference.
- Laugh a lot… work hard…. You will have fun!
Go Lakers!!

