GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
CRIMINOLOGY - CJ 201-03, 3 credits

WINTER 2016
Professor: Dr. Tonisha R. Jones Days Class Meets: Th
Office: 269C DeVos Time Class Meets: 6:00-8:50 p.m.
Office Phone: (616) 331-7187 Location of Class: DeVos 203D
Email: jontonis@gvsu.edu Office Hours: M/T/W 9:00-11:00 a.m.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: An analysis of crime, criminal behavior, punishment, and the theories of deviancy from
historical perspectives. Offered fall and winter semesters.

PREREQUISITES and/or CO-REQUISITES: CJ 101 Justice and Society

INTRODUCTORY PROSE: The purpose of this course is to provide you an overview of the field of criminology. This
course will examine how crime is defined, as well as the nature and extent of crime in society today. This course will also
explore the major theoretical explanations for crime, including their strengths and weaknesses, and how they have
changed overtime dependent on societal context and intellectual thought. In addition, this course will critically evaluate
criminology’s ability to inform crime control public policy and criminal justice system administration. Finally, this course
will also assist you in developing important research, reading, critical thinking, analyzing, writing, oral communication,
group collaboration, and presentation skills.

OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course, the student will:

1. Recognize, distinguish and discuss the concepts of social construction, etiology, and social response to deviance
and crime (comprehension).

2. Understand and discuss the evolution of criminological theories and how societal, legal and criminal justice
system changes have effected causation of deviance and crime (comprehension).

3. ldentify the role that theory plays in the formation of policy and the operation of the criminal justice system, to
include ethical considerations (comprehension).

4. ldentify and understand basic principles by which criminological theory is evaluated (comprehension).

5. Evidence written skills as outlined in course requirements (application).

BLOOM’S TAXONOMY LEVEL AND DOMINANT CURRICULUM “THREADS”: While the current course will
draw from across “Bloom’s Taxonomy” of learning, it will nevertheless dominantly draw from the levels of “Knowledge”
and “Comprehension.” In addition, a dominant curriculum “thread” to be assessed throughout this course will be the
study of ethics (special attention to treatment and policy interventions) and writing.

REQUIRED TEXT: Williams, F.P., & McShane, M.D. (2014). Criminological theory (6" ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ:
Pearson Education, Inc.

TOPICS: See Course Schedule.

METHODS OF EVALUATION: Your final grade in this course will be based on two examinations, three theory
application papers, six reading reflection quizzes, six group activities, and class participation.

Examinations

There will be two examinations. The examinations are worth 100 points each. The examinations are designed to test your
knowledge and comprehension of the course topics, materials, exercises and discussions. The examinations will be
developed from the course readings, lectures, discussions, exercises, films and other class work. The format for the
examinations will be multiple choice. The examinations will not be cumulative. Make-up examinations will be granted at
the discretion of the professor, only for reasons deemed legitimate by the professor per Grand Valley State University
policy (see University Policy), and require appropriate documentation. Please notify the professor of a missed



examination within 24 hours. You will be required to make-up the examination within 72 hours after the original
examination date or as otherwise arranged with the professor. Make-up examinations may be in a different format and/or
have different questions than the original examination. The examinations occur at the start of the class period.

Theory Application Papers®

There will be three theory application papers. The theory application papers are worth 60 points each. The theory
application papers are designed to assess your knowledge and comprehension of criminological theories as well as your
ability to apply the criminological theories to contemporary criminal offenders or crime events. The theory application
papers are also designed to develop your research, reading, analyzing, critical thinking, and writing skills. The format for
the theory application papers will require you to select and provide a brief description of a criminal offender or crime
event, select a criminological theory you believe best explains the criminal offender’s action or crime event, provide an
in-depth description of the criminological theory, and then apply the criminological theory to the criminal offender or
crime event. The theory application papers are due in class at the beginning of the class session on their respective
due date. Late papers and electronic submissions will not be accepted.

Reading Reflection Quizzes

There will be six reading reflection quizzes. The reading reflection quizzes are worth 15 points each. The reading
reflection quizzes are designed to assess your comprehension of the course readings for the corresponding week. The
reading reflection quizzes are also designed to develop your reading, analyzing, critical thinking, and writing skills. The
format for the reading reflection quizzes will require you to read the assigned chapter in the required text, and in class,
answer writing prompts provided by the professor. The quizzes are unannounced, in-class activities, and therefore, if
missed, cannot be made up.

Group Activities

There will be six group activities. The group activities are worth 10 points each. The group activities are designed to
develop your listening, oral communication, group collaboration, idea generation, problem solving, and presentation
skills. The format for the group activities consists of working with a group to answer in-class writing prompts provided by
the professor based on the course readings, lectures, discussions, films, or other class work for the corresponding week
and presenting the answers in class. The group activities are unannounced in-class activities, and therefore, if missed,
cannot be made up.

Class Participation®

You will be evaluated on your level of class participation. Evaluation criteria include; class attendance/promptness, level
of engagement in class, listening skills, behavior, and class preparation. Your level of class participation is worth a total of
20 points.

2 Examinations (100 Points Each)

3 Theory Application Papers (60 Points Each)
6 Reading Reflection Quizzes (15 Points Each)
6 Group Activities (10 Points Each)

Class Participation (20 Points)

Total of 550 Points

The following scale will be used to determine your grade for each class assignment as well as for your overall final grade
at the end of the course.

! See Theory Application Paper Assignment Requirements and Theory Application Paper Rubric.
% See Class Participation Rubric.



A = 94-100%

A- = 90-93%

B+ = 87-89%

B = 84-86%

B- = 80-83%

C+ = 77-719%

C = 74-76%

C- = 70-73%

D = 60-69%

F = 59% and lower

ATTENDANCE: Regular class attendance is highly recommended. Failure to attend class will result in missed
opportunities for readings, lectures, discussions, exercises, films and other class works and materials. If you miss a class it
is your responsibility to obtain class information and materials from an alternative source (e.g. a classmate). It is also
expected that you will come to class prepared to participate actively (e.g. complete the assigned readings prior to the start
of class and be prepared to respond to in-class questions posed by the professor and participate in class discussions and
activities). You will be evaluated for points on your class attendance, level of engagement in class, and class preparation.

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY:
The use of electronic devices (e.g.laptops/smartphones) during class is not permitted.
COURSE TECHNOLOGY:

I will post course announcements, information, materials, grades, and other forms of communication on Blackboard.
Please check Blackboard regularly to stay up-to-date on course announcements and information.

CODE OF CONDUCT: In this class you are required to conduct yourself in an appropriate, responsible, mature and
professional manner. Disruptive behavior and poor class demeanor (e.g. consistent late arrival, leaving class early, use of
technological devices, side conversations, inappropriate remarks) will not be tolerated. If such behavior is exhibited you
will first, receive a verbal warning, second, be excused from class, and if such behavior persists, you will be subject to
formal action in accordance with Grand Valley State University policy (see University Policy). You will be evaluated for
points on your class behavior.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Assumed by GVSU and this professor, is that each student possesses an exceptional level of
academic integrity. Section 223.00 & 223.01 of the Student Code are reproduced below for your reference.

SECTION 223.00 INTEGRITY OF SCHOLARSHIP AND GRADES: Truth and Honesty. The principles of truth and
honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of teachers and scholars. The University expects that both faculty
and students will honor these principles, and in so doing protect the validity of University grades. This means that all
academic work will be done by the student to whom it is assigned without unauthorized aid of any kind. Instructors, for
their part, will exercise care in the planning and supervision of academic work, so that honest effort will be positively
encouraged. Compliance shall include compliance with the following specific rules:

a) No student shall knowingly, without authorization, procure, provide or accept any materials which contain questions or
answers to any examination or assignment.

b) No student shall, without authorization, complete, in part or in total, any examination or assignment for another person.
c) No student shall, without authorization, allow any examination or assignment to be completed, in part or in total, by
another person.

d) No student shall knowingly plagiarize or copy the work of another person and submit it as his/her own.

e) No student shall submit work that has been previously graded, or is being submitted concurrently to more than one
course, without authorization from the instructor(s) of the class(es) to which the student wishes to submit it .



SECTION 223.01 PLAGIARISM: Any ideas or material taken from another source for either written or oral presentation
must be fully acknowledged. Offering the work of someone else as one’s own is plagiarism. The language or ideas taken
from another may range from isolated formulas, sentences, or paragraphs to entire articles copied from books, periodicals,
speeches or the writings of others students. The offering of materials assembled or collected by others in the form of
projects or collections without acknowledgment also is considered plagiarism. Any student who fails to give credit in
written or oral work for the ideas or materials that have been taken from another is guilty of plagiarism.

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If such behavior is exhibited you will receive an F on the assignment,
may receive an F in the course, and may be subject to formal action in accordance with Grand Valley State
University policy (see University Policy).

DISABILITY-RELATED ACCOMMODATIONS: If you have a need for disability-related accommodations, please
inform the professor and Disability Support Services at (616) 331-2490. Reasonable and effective accommodations and
services will be provided to students if the requests are made in a timely manner, with appropriate documentation in
accordance with federal, state, and university guidelines. Furthermore, if you have a physical disability and think you will
need assistance evacuating this classroom and/or building in an emergency situation, please make the professor aware so a
plan can be developed to assist you.

STUDENT RESOURCES:

The Library

Patricia Bravender is the criminal justice librarian and she can provide you with individualized research assistance for all
of your classes. Her office is in the Steelcase Library on the downtown campus and she can be reached at
bravendp@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-7338. Her criminal justice library subject guide (http://libguides.gvsu.edu/cj) contains
links to all of the criminal justice databases and other specific resources for criminal justice students, including crime
statistics.

The Writing Center

The Writing Center has trained peer-consultants to help you with your writing assignment at any stage of your writing
process. You can either make an appointment with a peer-consultant or take advantage of the Writing Center’s drop-in
hours. For more information visit their website at www.gvsu.edu/wc/ or call (616) 331-2922.

Peer Research Consultants

Highly trained student consultants are available to work one-on-one or in small groups to help with your library research,
writing, or oral presentation. Any undergraduate or graduate GVSU student can make an appointment:
www.gvsu.edu/library/km or can simply come into the Knowledge Market. The downtown Knowledge Market is located
at Steelcase Library. In Allendale it is located on the first floor of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons.

COURSE SCHEDULE?:
Week 1
1/14/16 Introduction to the Course

What is Criminology?
What is Crime?

® This course schedule is tentative and therefore subject to change. The professor reserves the right to modify the course
schedule during the semester when necessary. Deviations from the course schedule will be announced as early as possible.


mailto:bravendp@gvsu.edu
http://libguides.gvsu.edu/cj
http://www.gvsu.edu/wc/

Williams & McShane, Chapter 1

Week 2

1/21/16 Nature and Extent of Crime
Victims and Victimization
Reading, To Be Determined

Week 3

1/28/16 The Classical School of Criminology: Deterrence and Rational Choice Theory
Williams & McShane, Chapters 2, 13
Student Profile Due

Week 4

2/4/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Biological Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapter 3
Theory Application Paper Due: Deterrence and Rational Choice Theory

Week 5

2/11/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Psychological Explanations for Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapter 3
Theory Application Paper Due: Biological Theories of Crime

Week 6

2/18/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Psychological Explanations for Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapter 3
Mid-term Review

Week 7

2/25/16 Mid-term Examination

Week 8

3/3/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Social Structure Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 4, 6, 7
Theory Application Paper Due: Psychological Explanations for Crime

Week 9

3/10/16 Spring Break-No Class

Week 10

3/17/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Social Structure Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 4, 6, 7

Week 11

3/24/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Social Process Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 5, 8, 11, 12
Theory Application Paper Due: Social Structure Theories of Crime

Week 12

3/31/16 The Positivist School of Criminology: Social Process Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 5, 8, 11, 12

Week 13



4/7/16

Week 14
4/14/16
Week 15

4/21/16

Week 16

4/28/16

Important Dates:

The Positivist School of Criminology: Critical Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 9, 10
Theory Application Paper Due: Social Process Theories of Crime

The Positivist School of Criminology: Critical Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 9, 10

The Positivist School of Criminology: Integrated and Developmental Theories of Crime
Williams & McShane, Chapters 14, 15

Conclusion of the Course

Final Examination Review

Theory Application Paper Due: Critical Theories of Crime

Final Examination-6:00-7:50 p.m.
Theory Application Paper Due: Integrated and Developmental Theories of Crime

Drop Deadline for a “W” — 3/11/16 by 5:00 p.m.
Final Examination — 4/28/16 from 6:00-7:50 p.m.



THEORY APPLICATION PAPER ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS:

Assignment Requirements

The theory application paper will require you to:

1. Select a criminal offender or crime event.

2. Provide a brief description of the criminal offender or crime event.

3. Select a criminological theory you believe best explains the criminal offender’s action or crime event
4. Provide an in-depth description of the criminological theory

5. Apply the criminological theory to the criminal offender or crime event

Paper Requirements

Formal academic writing using American Psychological Association (APA) style
Typed

Times new roman font

12-point font

1-inch margins

Left justification

Double spaced

2-3 pages (not including title or reference page)
Number pages

Stapled

1 web-based source

1 academic book

APA in-text citation

APA reference page



Student

Theory Application Paper Rubric*

Excellent

| Good

| Fair

| Poor

Description of
Criminal
Offender or
Crime Event:
Information is
complete and
accurate.

10 9

8 7 6

5

4

2 1

Description of
Criminological
Theory:
Information is
Thorough and
accurate.

10 9

Application of
Criminological
Theory to
Criminal
Offender or
Crime Event:
Application of
theory to offender
or event is
comprehensive
and accurate.

10 9

Structure and
Organization:
Writing is clear,
concise, and well
organized with
excellent
sentence/paragraph
construction.
Thoughts are
expressed in a
coherent and
logical manner.
There are no more
than three spelling,
grammar, or
syntax errors per
page of writing.

10 9

APA: Correct use
of APA in body of
paper and in
reference page.

10 9

Paper
requirements:

10 9

* Adapted from http://faculty.weber.edu/kristinhadley/med6000/Literature%20Review%20Rubric.pdf




Response includes
all required
components
indicated in the
instructions. Each
question or part of
the assignment is
addressed
thoroughly.

Comments:

Total Points:




Class Participation Rubric®

Student
Criteria
4 3 2 1 Points

Attendance/Promptness | Student is Student is Student is Student is
always almost always | usually rarely prompt
prompt and prompt and prompt and and has poor
regularly regularly regularly class
attends attends attends attendance.
classes. classes. classes.

Level of Engagement Student Student Student rarely | Student never

in Class always usually contributes to | contributes to
proactively proactively class by class by
contributes to | contributes to | offering ideas | offering ideas
class by class by and asking and asking
offering ideas | offering ideas | questions. questions.
and asking and asking
questions. questions.

Listening Skills Student Student Student does | Student does
listens when | listens when | not listen not listen
others talk, others talk, when others when others
both in both in talk, both in talk, both in

groups and in
class. Student
incorporates
or builds off
of the ideas of
others.

groups and in
class.

groups and in
class.

groups and in
class. Student
often
interrupts
when others
speak.

Behavior Student Student rarely | Student Student
almost never | displays occasionally | almost always
displays disruptive displays displays
disruptive behavior disruptive disruptive
behavior during class. | behavior behavior
during class. during class. | during class.

Preparation Student is Student is Student is Student is
almost always | usually rarely almost never
prepared for | prepared for | prepared for | prepared for
class with class with class with class with

assignments
and required
class
materials.

assignments
and required
class
materials.

assignments
and required
class
materials.

assignments
and required
class
materials.

Comments:

Total >

® Adapted from teachers.teach-nology.com
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Bloom's Taxonomy of the Cognitive Domain*
(In other words, a level-by-level approach to understanding how you think!)

Benjamin Bloom created this taxonomy (organization of categories) to understand the level of abstract thinking required
in various educational settings. During the course of the semester, course content, exercises, assignments and tests will
move through these levels from knowledge to analysis. In other words, this class is structured to develop and test your
critical thinking skills about the material. (Note that the taxonomy works from the bottom up. That is, the higher you go
on the chart, the more developed the level of critical thinking.)

What does this mean for you as a student in this course? (1) It is very important that you gain the foundational knowledge
for the course. Each unit will build on old knowledge and introduce new knowledge. If you don’t understand a core
concept, see me! Don’t get lost or left behind because you were afraid to ask. There are no stupid questions in this class!
(2) Participate in the class exercises and assignments. | developed these to help you use your knowledge and develop
your thinking skills through case scenarios, problems, and focused activities. This isn’t just busy work! Believe it or not,
there’s a method to the madness! (3) Review the test study guides to see what level of thinking I will expect on each topic.
If I ask you to identify something, | will be asking you to tell me what you know. If | ask you to define something, I will
be asking you to show me what you comprehend (understand). If | ask you to compare and contrast two ideas, | am asking
you to analyze the material in terms of similarities and/or differences. If | am asking you to integrate or assess, | am
asking you to synthesis and evaluate. As you will see, test questions often are similar to in-class activities or assignments,

another good reason to make sure that you participate and ask if you have questions!

Bloom’s Taxonomy

6. EVALUATION Students can use
previously learned
standards/criteria to
determine the worth or
merit of a complex

product.

Compare and discriminate
between ideas; Assess
value of Theories;
Presentations; Make
choices based on reasoned
argument; Verify value of
evidence; Recognize
subjectivity.

Assesses; Decide; Rank; Grade; Test;
Measure; Recommend; Convince; Select;
Judge; Explain; Discriminate; Support;
Conclude; Compare; Summarize.

5. SYNTHESIS Students can create an Use old ideas to create Combine; Integrate; Modify; Rearrange;
original and complex new ones; Generalize from | Substitute; Plan; Create; Build; Solve;
product out of a set of given facts; Relate Perform; Establish; Predict; Produce; Modify;
simpler components. knowledge from several Plan; Formulate; Design; Invent; Compose;

areas; Predict; Draw Formulate; Prepare; Generalize; Rewrite.
conclusions.

4. ANALYSIS Students can take a Seeing patterns; Analyze; Breakdown; Separate; Order;

complex set of material
and break it down into its
component parts and/or
explain why a complex
set of relationships is
organized as it is or what
caused it to be or predict
from the present to the
future.

Organization of parts;
Recognition of hidden
meanings; ldentification of
components.

Explain; Connect; Classify; Arrange; Divide;
Compare and contrast; Select; Explain; Infer;
Show how; Draw a diagram; Deduce.

3. APPLICATION | Students can apply
previously learned
material such as
concepts; Rules or
generalizations to newly

taught material.

Use information; Use
methods; Concepts;
Theories in new situations;
Solve problems using
required skills or
knowledge.

Apply; Classify; Find; Choose; Compute;
Sort; Generalize; Organize; Demonstrate;
Calculate; Complete; Illustrate; Show; Solve;
Examine; Modify; Relate; Change; Classify;
Experiment; Discover.
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2

COMPREHENSIO

N

Students can express
previously learned
material in their own
way.

Understanding
information; Grasp
meaning; Translate
knowledge into new
context; Interpret facts;
Compare; Contrast; Order;
Group; Infer causes;
Predict consequences.

Summarize, Define; Put in your own words;
Describe; Interpret; Contrast; Predict;
Associate; Distinguish; Estimate;
Differentiate; Discuss; Extend; Summarize;
Translate; Illustrate; Restate; Demonstrate.

1. KNOWLEDGE

Students can recall;
Reproduce or recognize
previously learned
information as it was
taught to them.

Observation and recall of
information; Knowledge
of dates; Events; Places;
Knowledge of major ideas;
Mastery of subject matter.

List; Define; Tell; Describe; Identify; Show;
Label; Collect; Examine; Tabulate; Quote;
Underline; Place in order; Reproduce;
Recognize; Recall; Name; Who; When;
Where; etc.

LEVEL

DESCRIPTION

GOAL

SUGGESTED ACTION VERBS/QUESTION
CUES

Adapted from Bloom, Benjamin S. 1984. Taxonomy of educational objectives. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon,
Pearson Education
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