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 CJ 201-02 Criminology – Winter 2016 
Course Outline 

 

Meeting: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 -9:50 a.m. 

Location: LOH 164 

 

Text: Frank P. Williams and Marilyn D. McShane, (2013), Criminological Theory (6th Edition), Prentice 

Hall (Used older editions are also acceptable; however, chapter numbers and pagination may be 

different.   It is your responsibility to locate and do assigned readings if you’re using a previous 

edition.) 

  

Instructor:  Dr. Christopher A. Kierkus 

Office:  DeVos Center, Room 239C 

Telephone:  331-7132 (Office) 

E-Mail:  kierkusc@gvsu.edu 

 

Office Hours: 9:50 – 11:30 am Wednesday, Friday (Allendale, LOH 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 floor lounge).  

Monday 4:15 – 6:00pm (DeVos 239C).  

 
Evaluation: Mid-Term Exam One (15%) 

  Mid-Term Exam Two (15%) 

Final Exam (30%) 

Theoretical Application Essay: Descriptive Portion (15%)  

  Theoretical Application Essay: Analytic Portion (25%) 

  + Opportunity for Bonus Grades (up to 3%). 

 

Final Exam: Tuesday, April 26, 8:00 am.  

 

Introduction 

 

This is an introductory course in criminological theory.  It is designed to introduce you to the most prominent 

schools of thought within our discipline.  We will examine the history, societal context, empirical strengths and 

weaknesses, and policy implications of each theory.  You will also learn to apply the theories to practical criminal 

justice issues. Finally, by the end of the course, we will begin thinking about the question: “what does the future hold 

for the field of criminology?”    

 
More formally, upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 

 

1. Recognize, distinguish and discuss the concepts of social construction, etiology, and social response to deviance 

and crime (comprehension). 

2. Understand and discuss the evolution of criminological theories and how societal, legal and criminal justice 

system changes have effected causation of deviance and crime (comprehension). 

3. Identify the role that theory plays in the formation of policy and the operation of the criminal justice system, to 

include ethical considerations (comprehension). 

4.  Identify and understand basic principles by which criminological theory is evaluated (comprehension). 

5.  Evidence written skills as outlined in course requirements (application). 

 

mailto:kierkusc@gvsu.edu
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While the current course will draw from across “Bloom’s Taxonomy” of learning, it will nevertheless dominantly draw 

from the levels of “Knowledge” and “Comprehension.”   

      

Bloom's Taxonomy of the Cognitive Domain* 

(In other words, a level-by-level approach to understanding how you think!) 

 

Benjamin Bloom created this taxonomy (organization of categories) to understand the level of abstract thinking 

required in various educational settings. During the course of the semester, course content, exercises, 

assignments and tests will move through these levels from knowledge to analysis. In other words, this class is 

structured to develop and test your critical thinking skills about the material. (Note that the taxonomy works 

from the bottom up. That is, the higher you go on the chart, the more developed the level of critical thinking.)  

 
Bloom’s Taxonomy 

6.   

EVALUATION 

 

Students can use previously 

learned standards/criteria to 

determine the worth or merit 

of a complex product. 

Compare and discriminate 

between ideas, Assess value of 

theories, presentations, Make 

choices based on reasoned 

argument, Verify value of 

evidence, Recognize 

subjectivity  

Assess, decide, rank, grade, test, measure, recommend, 

convince, select, judge, explain, discriminate, support, 

conclude, compare, summarize  

 

5.   

SYNTHESIS 

Students can create an 

original and complex product 

out of a set of simpler 

components. 

Use old ideas to create new 

ones, Generalize from given 

facts, Relate knowledge from 

several areas, Predict, draw 

conclusions  

Combine, integrate, modify, rearrange, substitute, plan, 

create, build, solve, perform, establish, predict, produce, 

modify, plan, formulate, design, invent, compose, 

formulate, prepare, generalize, rewrite  

4.   

ANALYSIS  

Students can take a complex 

set of material and break it 

down into its component parts 

and/or explain why a complex 

set of relationships is 

organized as it is or what 

caused it to be or predict from 

the present to the future. 

Seeing patterns, Organization 

of parts, Recognition of hidden 

meanings, Identification of 

components  

Analyze, breakdown, separate, order, explain, connect, 

classify, arrange, divide, compare and contrast, select, 

explain, infer, show how, draw a diagram, deduce 

3.   

APPLICATION  

Students can apply previously 

learned material such as 

concepts, rules or 

generalizations to newly 

taught material. 

Use information, Use methods, 

concepts, theories in new 

situations, Solve problems 

using required skills or 

knowledge  

Apply, classify, find, choose, compute, sort, generalize, 

organize, demonstrate, calculate, complete, illustrate, 

show, solve, examine, modify, relate, change, classify, 

experiment, discover  

2.  

COMPREHENSION 

Students can express 

previously learned material in 

their own way. 

Understanding information, 

Grasp meaning, Translate 

knowledge into new context, 

Interpret facts, Compare, 

Contrast,  

Order, Group, Infer causes, 

Predict consequences  

Summarize, define, put in your own words, describe, 

interpret, contrast, predict, associate, distinguish, 

estimate, differentiate, discuss, extend, summarize, 

translate, illustrate, restate, demonstrate 

1.   

KNOWLEDGE  

Students can recall, reproduce 

or recognize previously 

learned information as it was 

taught to them. 

Observation and recall of 

information, Knowledge of 

dates, events, places, 

Knowledge of major ideas  

Mastery of subject matter  

List, define, tell, describe, identify, show, label, collect, 

examine, tabulate, quote, underline, place in order, 

reproduce, recognize, recall, name, who, when, where, 

etc. 

LEVEL DESCRIPTION GOAL SUGGESTED ACTION VERBS/QUESTION CUES 

 

· Adapted from Bloom, Benjamin S. 1984. Taxonomy of educational objectives. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, Pearson 

Education 
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Course Expectations 

 

Your performance in the course will be evaluated using three, non-cumulative examinations, and a theoretical 

application essay.   

 

Examinations 

 

The two mid-term exams will each be worth 15% of your grade and will consist of objective (i.e. multiple choice and 

true / false) questions.  The final exam will have the same format, but will cover more material, and hence be worth 

30% of your grade.  All three exams will test your understanding of the key concepts presented in this course.  The 

exams will cover both materials discussed during the lectures, and those found in the required readings.   You will be 

given a study guide containing sample questions, and a list of key concepts, one week prior to each exam. 

 

Theoretical  Application Essay 

 

Each student will be expected to prepare a theoretical application essay.  This essay will consist of two parts, and 

will constitute the major portion of the grade in this class (a total of 40%) 

 

The first portion, which will be worth 15% of your grade, will require you to locate a “true crime” novel that 

describes the actions of a serious / violent criminal, or group of criminals.   You will then write a 4 to 6 page long 

“book report” about this novel: where you will describe the main character(s), the details of his crime, and how the 

case was (or was not) resolved.  It will be your responsibility to select a novel that is sufficiently detailed that 

you will be able to analyze the motivations of the main character(s) in the second part of the assignment.  To 

this end, the novel should provide you with detail about the character’s background (including their childhood, if 

possible) as well as immediate details about the crime(s).   

 

Please note that novels written from the perspective of the victim(s), and / or those that focus primarily on the 

details of the criminal investigation, are not good choices for this assignment!   

 

The second part, which will be worth 25% of your grade, will require you to analyze the motivations of the main 

character / characters by applying the theories that we have studied in class.  Essentially, I want you to tell me 

“why did this person / these people do what they did?”  You should use as many different theories as you believe are 

necessary to provide me with the best possible explanation.  This portion of the assignment should result in a 6 to 8 

page long paper where you demonstrate that you have developed an understanding of the theories that you 

have chosen, and that you are able to apply them to the behavior of the character(s) you selected. 

 

You will receive a detailed instruction sheet pertaining to this assignment. 

 

Theory-in-Action Seminar (Bonus!) 

 

One of the major themes of this course is that criminological theory should be directly applicable to real life (it 

shouldn’t be something that is only useful inside a college classroom).  Therefore, throughout the semester, I will be 

asking you to keep a watchful eye on the news media and think about how the different theoretical perspectives are 

relevant to the crime and deviance related stories that you hear about.   The stories may be local, regional, national or 

international in nature. 
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Each week, I will give a student the opportunity to prepare a “theory in action” seminar on a news story of his/her 

choice.   If you wish to do a seminar you should select a story that is relevant to that week’s materials (the story 

should provide enough depth for you to subject it to scholarly analysis).   In approximately 2 pages, you should write 

a synopsis of the story, prepare an explanation/discussion of how that week’s theoretical materials are relevant to it, 

and develop 2 or 3 discussion questions that you would like to present to your classmates.   Your goal is to help me 

lead an informative, thought provoking, discussion about your chosen topic. 

 

The theory-in-action seminars will be graded on a pass/fail basis.  If you pass, you will receive a 3% bonus for the 

semester.   

 

The criteria for judging the seminars are as follows: 

 

1. Did the presenter select a story that was appropriate to the topic being discussed that week? 

2. Did the presenter put a level of effort into their seminar that was appropriate for a university level class? 

3. Did the seminar and discussion questions teach the class something important about the week’s topic? 

 

If I can honestly answer “yes” to all three questions you will receive a passing grade. 

 

Final Grades 

 

Grades for this course will be assigned according to the following grading scheme.   The final date for withdrawing 

from this class without a grade being assigned is March 11, 2016 (by 5:00pm).   

 

Letter A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D F 

% 100 

94 

93 

90 

89 

87 

86 

84 

83 

80 

79 

77 

76 

74 

73 

70 

69 

60 

59

0 

 

Tentative Time Table and Assigned Readings 

 

Introduction: What is theory? Why is it important?  (January 11 – 15) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapter 1. 

 

MLK DAY HOLIDAY: January 18 

 
Theoretical Construction and Evaluation. (January 20 - 25) 

 

Akers, (2004), Chapter 1. Blackboard. 

 

Historical Theories from Classical Theory to Early Positivism. 

January 27 – February 5)  

 

Williams and McShane, Chapters 2 and 3. 

 

Conflict Criminology and Feminism. 

(February 8 – 12) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapters 9 and 10. 
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FIRST MID-TERM EXAMINATION:  February 15 

 

How to Write a University Level Term Paper. 

(February 17) 

 

No assigned readings for this topic. 

 

The Rational Choice and Routine Activities Perspectives. 

(February 19 - 26) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapter 13. 

 

Social Disorganization and Collective Efficacy. 

(February 29 – March 4) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapter 4. 

 

DESCRIPTIVE PORTION OF ESSAY DUE: March 4. 

 

SPRING BREAK (WOO HOO!): March 6-13 
 

Strain and Anomie Theories. 

(March 14 - 18) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapters 6 and 7, pp. 204-205, 226-227.  

 

Organized Crime:  A Focus on the Mafia. 

(Optional Topic / Time Permitting) 

 

There will be no assigned readings for this topic, however, a series of video presentations will be shown in class. 

 

SECOND MID-TERM EXAMINATION:  March 21 
 

Social Control Theories. 

(March 23 – 28) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapter 11, pp. 205-209. 

Kierkus and Baer, (2002). Blackboard. 

 

Labeling Theory. 

(March 30 – April 1) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapter 8.  

 

Differential Association / Social Learning Theories. 

(April 4 - 8) 

 

Williams and McShane, Chapters 5 and 12. 
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Integrated Theory and Life Course Criminology. 

(April 11 – 15) 

 

Williams and McShane, pp. 223-227. 

Elliott et al., (1999). Blackboard. 

Kierkus, (2005), Blackboard.  

 

Theories of Extreme Violence: A Focus on Serial Murder. 

(April 18 - 22) 

 

There will be no assigned readings for this topic, however, a series of video presentations will be shown in class 

(WARNING: THESE CONTAIN GRAPHIC AND DISTURBING MATERIAL!) 
 

ANALYTIC PORTION OF ESSAY DUE: April 22. 
 

Course Wrap Up. 

(April 22) 

 

No assigned reading for this topic. 

 

FINAL EXAM, April 26. 
 

The preceding schedule describes the major topics that will be covered in the course, tentative due dates for all of the 

assignments, as well as the associated readings.  You should read all of the assigned readings prior to coming to 

class so that you can get the most out of the lectures and in-class activities that are scheduled on particular days.  

Please note that I am asking you to do a fair bit of reading in this class.  I encourage you to get started early and 

pace yourself.  Trying to catch up on all of your reading the week before an exam is a very bad idea! 

 
Helpful Hints 

 

Attendance of the lectures is not mandatory; however, experience shows that students who do not attend lectures do 

poorly in courses.  If you expect to get a good grade in this course you should plan to attend all of the lectures. 

 

If you miss a class, you are completely responsible for the consequences of doing so: "I didn't know how to do the 

assignment because I couldn't make it to class on the day we discussed it" is not an acceptable excuse.  If you know that 

you are going to be absent on a specific day please talk to me before the absence so that I can tell you what will be 

covered that day.   

 

If you miss a due date, a grade of “F” will be assigned.  The only excuses that I will accept for missed course 

requirements are ones that I have approved in advance, or ones that are supported by appropriate documentation 

(ex: a letter from a physician). 

 

All students are expected to behave thoughtfully and courteously while in class and to observe the university policy on 

academic integrity (see sections 223.00 and 223.01 of the Student Code).   If you talk, use your cell phone, or engage in 

any other disruptive behavior while in class you will be asked to leave.   If you plagiarize your assignments, or are 

caught cheating, a grade of “F” will be assigned for the entire course.   I also reserve the right to initiate the formal 

grievance procedure against you which can result in your expulsion from the university. 
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If you are having trouble with the course please see me right away.  The concepts and ideas presented in class build 

upon one another.  Therefore, it is almost impossible to help a student with major problems the day before an exam.  Also, 

if you don’t understand something that is being discussed during a lecture, please ask me to clarify it.  Don’t think that 

you will look foolish by asking for clarification.  Foolish people are the ones who pretend to understand when they really 

don’t.   

 

I am happy to meet with students during my office hours and to set appointments to see you at other times.  I am also 

happy to give advice via e-mail.  However, please observe basic rules of courtesy when you seek help.  These include: 

 

1. Giving me enough time to respond to your inquiry: If you e-mail a detailed question the night before an 

assignment is due, one that would require me to write a 10 page response, do not expect a reply. 

2. Introducing yourself properly in e-mails (and in person during the first few weeks of the class):  I reserve the 

right not to reply to a question such as “Hey, when is the assignment due?” (With no reference to which 

assignment or which course) from partyd00d@yahoo.com (The address is fictitious, but the example is not … I 

trust you get the idea). 

3. Making every effort to make my scheduled office hours, and keeping appointments you make outside those 

hours:  If you ask me to make a special trip out the university, and then fail to show up, I will not be happy! 

 

If you have a need for disability-related accommodations, please inform me and the Office of Disability Support Services 

at 200 STU (331-2490). Reasonable and effective accommodations and services will be provided to students if the 

requests are made in a timely manner, with appropriate documentation, in accordance with federal, state, and university 

guidelines.  

 

When preparing your written assignments, I encourage all of you to make use of the Fred Meijer Writing Center.   The 

center provides help with research and writing concerns, including paper organization, common writing mistakes, proper 

APA formatting, proofreading and editing, and other services.  It also maintains a web-page: there you can find useful 

handouts and resources to assist you in your research and writing: 

 

http://www.gvsu.edu/wc/ 

 
Finally, I encourage you to get to know Ms. Patricia Bravender.   She is the criminal justice librarian and she can provide 

you with individualized research assistance for all of your classes.  Her office is in the Steelcase Library on the downtown 

campus and she can be reached at bravendp@gvsu.edu or 331-7338.    Her criminal justice library subject guide 

(http://libguides.gvsu.edu/cj) contains links to all of the criminal justice databases and other specific resources for criminal 

justice students, including crime statistics. 

mailto:partyd00d@yahoo.com
http://www.gvsu.edu/wc/
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