Criteria for Study Abroad Program Approval

All study abroad programs must be approved by the Padnos International Center prior to student participation in the program. This is to ensure that academic credits earned through another institution will be recognized by GVSU upon completion of the program.  
All academic programs must meet one of the following criteria:

1) The academic component of the program is delivered by or supervised by GVSU faculty.
2) It must be sponsored by a U.S. regionally accredited college or university.
3) It must be sponsored by a non-U.S. college or university that is recognized by the official Ministry of Education or other designated higher education authority in the host country.
4) It must be sponsored by an organization, or a part of a consortium, that is accredited or recognized by the Ministry of Education as a higher education institution.
5) The credits taken at the non-U.S. institution, which is not part of the official higher education system in that country, may be accepted for transfer credit at GVSU with Padnos International Center, and faculty or Unit Head approval. The approval process may require submission of any or all of the following documents: (a) course descriptions, (b) instructor credentials/CV, (c) course syllabi, (d) lesson plans, (e) examination materials, (f) other curriculum material as requested, and/or (g) methods for instructional delivery.
If the academic program does not satisfy one of the above criteria it will not be approved. If you are not sure if a program meets the criteria or you cannot find information to confirm its approval status, please contact the Padnos International Center for assistance.
Other qualifying criteria:

1) Academic programs in locations considered to be a high security risk may not be approved. On the recommendation of the Director of Study Abroad, appeals for study in locations deemed a high security risk will be considered by the Chief International Officer.
2) Academic programs that support or encourage activities that are in violation of local laws or government regulations will not be approved. * Appeals to this policy will undergo a committee review. 
3) Non-GVSU programs must have published information with clear evidence of the academic program, cost of attendance, and eligibility requirements. 
GVSU maintains sole discretion over whether and how to award academic credit to its degree-seeking students. 
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