Minutes for Meeting #2 of the General Education Subcommittee of the UCC

Day/Time:  Monday (10/04/04) 1:00-3:00
Location: Padnos 308

Present: Rick Albrecht, Alan Bell, Craig Benjamin, Joan Borst, Jan Brashler, Roy Cole, Ron Garrett, Hugh McGuire, Kelly Parker, Paul Sicilian, Paul Stephenson, Janet Vigna,  Kathryn Waggoner, Wendy Wenner, Frank Ward.

2.1  Approval of the Agenda


Approved

2.2  Approval of the Minutes from Meeting #1


Approved


2.3 Report from Dean

· Dean Wendy Wenner announced that University College will be advertising for an internal candidate for Director of General Education. Chick Blue and Bruce Tweddale estimate that we may need to add approx. 3,000 Fall 2005 and 2000 seats Winter 2006 seats because the backlog of juniors and seniors who are taking freshman seats. She is examining what courses are really available to freshmen and will meet with Dean Antczak tomorrow to further discuss the backlog. Students have begun signing up for themes abroad. She will talk with the committee more about themes at a later date.

2.4 Report from Chair


No Report

2.5 Discussion regarding the Writing Program (Guest: Roger Gilles) 
· Mission of WRT 150 course is to prepare students to write well in the Gen Ed program. SWS and WRT 305 help with writing in the majors. Goal is to have a 4-year writing program at GVSU. WRT 150 is a goal-oriented, outcomes-based course.
· Roger Gilles provided an overview of the training process for instructors and portfolio grading process. Copies of WRT 150: Development of Writing: a Guide to First-Year Writing at Grand Valley State University, assignment packet, and grade chart were distributed.   

· The GES discussed writing, editing, and revision across the disciplines. Appropriate writing resources (help vs. cheating) were also discussed. Accountability on the part of the Writing Program, students, and faculty was stressed. Dean Wenner spoke of an increase in programming at the Writing Center and recommended it as a valuable resource. 
· There seemed to be consensus that revision is a key to good writing. Roger Gilles encourages adding an expectation of revision into course syllabi across the Gen Ed program. Dr. Wenner agreed that a united expectation across the Gen Ed program regarding quality writing is important.

· There was also discussion regarding placement of incoming transfer students. The Writing Counsel is currently looking into different options regarding transfer students. 
· More discussion about possible statement for all Gen Ed instructors about tying in WRT 150 into syllabi (discussion for later meeting)

2.6 Discussion of the process for selecting a new Director of General Education 
· Dean Wenner distributed a job description for the Director of General Education.
· The issue of placing this position in CLAS or CUII was revisited. Dean Wenner spoke of collaboration between CUII and CLAS, placing emphasis on community. There was discussion on Gen Ed being the platform of the university and importance stressed on allowing the director to have the release time necessary to enforce and evaluate the program. There was also some discussion about whether the position is a 9 or 12 month job and how to compensate this. Tenure necessity/ and suitable compensation for title was also evaluated. There was brief discussion of interview committee make-up. 
· Dean Wenner agreed to work on discussed revisions and submit a revised job description to the committee. 

2.7 Discussion regarding the assessment program for NCA and the proposal of the GE assessment task force.

· Dean Wenner distributed assessment proposal from Oct. 2003 and pointed out recommendations on p. 6 & 7. Dean Wenner will call the committee together again to discuss the report and action needed. 
· Dean Wenner also noted NC criteria. Current system assesses through syllabi and documentation of student satisfaction rather than the learning outcomes required by NCA. Suggestions and input are welcomed.
2.8 Discussion of the General Education Enrollment Report
Issues and concerns: 
· Course registration was distributed. This data and the numbers of upper class students are taking these classes will be discussed at next meeting.

2.9 Discussion/Action of proposals under consideration
· HST 211 –Survey of the History of Islamic Civilization (UCC Log #4151)
This course was submitted last year and there were concerns with the information literacy component of this course. Previous concerns have been met. This course was included in the Gen Ed handbook on the assumption that it would have passed last year.  There was discussion on the information literacy component – are students searching for sources?  There will be investigation into whether or not outside texts are necessary for the course, which would suggest fulfillment of information literacy component. The proposal was tabled until the next meeting.

2.10 New Business


No new business
2.11 Adjournment


Motion passed

