GEN ED SUBCOMMITTEE

MEETING # 6 MINUTES

Date/Time:
Oct. 27, 2008; 2:30 – 4:30

Location:
1142 Kirkhoff Center 


2:30


Approval of Minutes – Roger moved to approve and Gary seconded the motion. The motion was carried.


Approval of Agenda– Gary moved to approve and Paul seconded the motion. The motion was carried with amendment to location (KC 1142 rather than 2201).
2:40



Updates & Reports

A. Chair – A request was sent to the Provost for a half-time faculty member to fill the assistant director position, and provide some relief for the Assessment Work Group, in terms of providing feedback on individual CAPs. 

B. UCC report: Volunteers still needed to attend UCC meetings (Oct  29, Nov. 5, 12, 19, Dec. 3).  As there was nothing particularly relevant to GES, no one went last week and no one is needed this week.

Nov. 19 – Alan will go

Meetings are 2-4 pm

C. Workgroup reports

1.  Assessment Group-Roger reported that they’ve developed a rubric to evaluate the Course Assessment Reports.  They’re applying the rubric to evaluating the Mathematical Sciences Foundation.  Two people are reviewing each course.  They’re also working on fixing the Course Assessment Plans.

2.  Policy Group-Paul reported that they have worked on many items, but the one they circulated via e-mail, is a draft of the GE form for the on-line curriculum process, which is designed to condense both the Course Assessment Plan and the GE course proposal into a single form. It is hoped that this will solve some of the issues involved in getting faculty to address GE Goals appropriately in the course proposal as well as clarifying the GE Course assessment process required of GE courses. Proposed changes include listing the specific skills goals on the form, re-labeling to put GE in front of Skill or Content Goal, reordering to put skills goals first, as they will be specified on the form, thus, providing an example for how to address the content goals, and changing measure to How will student proficiency be measured, and how will the objective be met/explain how the course meets the GE goals.

3.  LEAP Group – Alan and Gary reported that they have drafted a proposal is to add a new category of goals to the GE knowledge and skills goals – Personal and Social Responsibility-that would include Ethical Reasoning, Civic Knowledge and Engagenment, Collaborative Learning, and Complex Problem Solving goals.  The proposal would be to have Foundations, Cultures, and Themes do two of the four goals in the new category.  Based on the LEAP workshop results they thought that teamwork wasn’t what we wanted; it was collaborative learning.  Suggestions included changing it to collaborative learning and problem solving, complex problem solving collaboratively, or to combine problem solving with collaborative learning, or with integration, which was the recommendation from the August workshop.  If problem solving moves to the integration goal, the themes would then be responsible for this goal.

3:00


Report from GE Director

NCA visit 
The Provost has approved the faculty Assistant Director position to take over primary is approved for Winter term pending approval by the Unit Head.

3:10



Curriculum Items

A. log # 6470-AAA 200 – Penney will ask for further amendment and check to see if all changes have been made before approving. NCP still needs to have BOTH categories on the form.

B. log # 6503-AAA 202– Penney will check to see if all changes have been made before approving. GE form is wrong at the top of the form for the title of theme, oral communication still looks optional, syllabi have course wrongly numbered.
C. log # 6615-SCI 226 – Now clearer that it is a lab, is only 3 credits, and that it meets 4 hours.  Roger moved and Paul seconded to approve the course.  Motion carried.

D. log # 6482-AAA355 - Roger moved and Phyllis G. moved to approve the course.  Motion carried.

4:00

New Business


When the Biomedical engineering minor was proposed to ECS, Larry Burns (vice chair-ECS) thought it might be sort of like a Theme.  Themes need to have 5 courses, at least 3 disciplines, only one course may be taken at the 100/200 level.  Other things that GE considers is no double-dipping between Foundations and Themes courses and whether it is accessible to the vast majority of students.  In concept, a minor could hang together better than some Themes.  Could we also automatically waive anyone who gets a minor from doing a Theme?

Could we ask that Banner codes the transcript with the Theme name?

The group needs to develop a policy to address the issues noted above.  Conceptually the committee generally supports the idea.  The policy group will discuss it.

The meeting was adjourned to 4:30. 

Next meeting – Nov. 3, 1142 KC – working group- confirm location with group & GES site  

Next meeting – Nov. 10, 1142 KC - 

www.gvsu.edu/gened         Look under GE Subcommittee for agenda and minutes and location

