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Rogue River Water shed Project

The Next Step

Nichol Stout

The planning phase of the Rogue River Wa-
tershed Projectiscomingtoanend, but thereare
dtill many exciting activitiesdeve opinginthewa:
tershed. Toinform peopleof thesefutureactivi-
ties, apublic*wrap-up” meetingwasheld Octo-
ber 17 a theRockford United Methodist Church.
Michael Young, city manager of Rockford,
opened the evening meeting and staff fromthe
AnnisWater Resources| nditutewhoareinvolved
withtheRogueRiver Watershed Project presented
their work. Duringthetwo year project summer
fidld studieswere performed by Professor Mark
L uttenton, aRogue River Watershed map atlas
wascregted by Gl Sspecidist Rod Denning, and
aRogueRiver Watershed Management Planwas
devel oped by project manager Nichol Stout.

Thesestudiesand productshave been used to
create both aninformation and education planfor
thewatershed and to determine Best Manage-
ment Practi cesthat will target nonpoint sourcepol-
lutantsthat arethrestening the designated usesof
thewatershed. Theseproductswill aso beused
astoolsfor other organizations. Grand Valley
Metro Council’s Andy Bowman spoke to the
crowd at theOctober 17 meeting about theRogue
River Watershed Project and the Blueprint Pro-
cessProject. Theoutcomesof theRogueRiver

Watershed Project will assist the Blueprint
Processby hel ping communitiesunderstand
and managegrowthinour metropolitanarea
Soott Steiner from West Michigan Trout Un-
limited al so spoke at the meeting about the
cregtion of theRogueRiver Watershed Coun-
cil. Thecouncil will protect and enhancethe
RogueRiver anditstributariesfor thelong-

Ball Creek Subbasin

termthrough education, community Seward-
ship, and water-based land useplanning. All
of theseeffortswill helpto protect theRogue
River Wetershedinthefuture.
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Roguein the Region

Andy Bowman

For the past two years, the Rogue River has been
intensvely studied by the AnnisWeater Resources|Insti-
tute (AWRI) of GVSU. Accordingto AWRI, acold-
water fish habitat such astheeast hdlf of theRogueRiver
systeminsuch closeproximity toamgor metroareais
unigue, not only ingtateof Michigan, but acrossthecoun-
try. Theriver dsoprovidesaestheticintered, recreationd
opportunities, enhanced property va ues, and ahigher
quality of lifefor thoseliving north of the Grand Rapids
metroarea.

Thelandareathroughwhichthisvauedresourcetravels
isserioudy affectingriver water qudity. Typicdly caled
the“watershed”, al adjacent lands supplying water to
theRogueRiver sysemarehavingasignificantimpact on
thequdlity of theriver. Inthenorthern part of theweter-
shed, agriculturehastransformed former upland marshes
intoarich agricultura area. Just over aquarter of the
entirewatershed isdesignated ascounty drainand most
of that isinthenorthern portion of thewatershed. Though
thesedrainsorigindly brought many new landsinto agri-
culturd production, they arenow dowly being converted
to handlesormflowsresulting fromincressing urbaniza:
tionaswell.

MirroringtheRogueRiver totheeast andwest, U.S.
131 and M-37 (and their paved “tributaries’) dsowind
throughthewatershed. With expressway rampsposi-
tioned at 5 mgjor roadsintheareaand Alpine Avenue
becomingamoreprominent northern commercid route,
new development of al typeshasbeen attracted tothe
Rogue Watershed in recent decades. With a steady
stream of new home buyersand bus nesseslooking for
premium building locationsa ong creeksand/or Streets,
thedeve opment potentia isblossomingwell beyondthe
origind expectationsof mogtlocd officds Theincreas-
inginflux of warmed sormwater and contaminated sur-
faceflow into bothtributariesand ground water isnow
serioudy affecting theaguetic habitat and overdl vaueof
theRogueRiver resource.

Withso much at stake, AWRI, Grand Valley Metro
Council (GVMC), theMichigan Department of Envi-

ronmenta Quadlity, and ahost of other concerned part-
nersanddtizensareteaming uptotakeactionnow. Along
with devel opment of aWatershed Management Planfor
theRogue, an Information and Education Strategy has
been producedtoinvolvelocad and regiond stakehold-
ersandto set thestagefor red andlongterm solutionsto
adequatdly protect theRogue. Together withGVMCin
itsefforttoinitiate™ subregiona” planningthroughout the
Grand RapidsMetropolitan area, communitiesand in-
terested partiesin the Rogue River Watershed will be-
come part of anew planning and devel opment forum.
Toaccomplishthis, aRogue River Watershed Council
hasbeenformed asan agency of GVMC.

Lower Rogue Subbasin B

Panning activitiesconducted by thewatershed coun-
cil will bepart of amuchlarger planninginitiativeinthe
Grand Rgpidsmetroareacaled Blueprint I1: ARegional
Development Framework. Through thisprocess, com-
prehengve plansthroughout thewatershed will beana
lyzedfor ther overdl impact and acompositesat of goas
andvisonswill beamassad. Theentire Blueprint process
isprojectedtoresultinanoverall regional planfor the
Grand Rapidsmetro areaand will becomethebasisfor
planning regiond infrastructure such asroads, sewer and
water, ssormfacilities, trangt and soforth. Itishoped
that suchadocument will dso provideamorecons stent
metropolitan-wideeva uation of whereand how weare
planning our future settlement patterns. Loca decison-
makers, new land usedeve opers, busnessowners, land
owners, school planning officid sand many otherswill,
for thefirst timein our area, bemaking important local
land usedecisionswithinaregiona context. .t
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oWacky Wate rshed Worksheete:
Findthewordsbdowin y j w a t r k g w s rr f i w
theword search: d w a g r o u n d w a t e r i
watershed q w t oy e e b v m p o o i w
a m e s w ' I d s a h j a
browntrout d k r o g 3 Je r [ % e r Jf E t
cedar creek g h s d t a r h e r e b f a e
sonefly r w h h b r o u t e Kk |j u n r
groundwater e a e n h b s i f d g n r o (¢
erosion u S d f s e i f d f r m d e u
. s n d b r z o VvV b v w h i a
wter q,Udlty j t i c y q n d n c y i i n |
rOgPG,”Ver s t o m f I y f [ S h i n g i
flyfishing k I ¢ n j www&k x f g r nt
canoang c j e c e d ar cr e e k vy
o x h j s b f o c¢c t a h wt c¢c f
o c t n e mu | d g a f d o f k
G b r f r b r wy j f d h uj t
A z b r o w n t r o u t m Kk t u
v m s s h z w a s h h x s t d f

Hi! I anMilly themayfly. | havejust beenbornand | livein astream. Toget my wingsso| canfly, | needto find
aclean, cool streamto livein. | cannot livein streamsthat have pollution. Thingslike warm water and too much
dirt in the stream makeit hard for meto live. Canyou help mefind aclean, cool stream so | can get my wings?
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Did You Know...

* TheRogue River Watershed is167, 625 acres.

* TheRogue River isknown asone of thebest trout streamsin Southern Michigan.

* The Rogue River hasboth warm and cool-cold water tributariesflowing intoit.

* About half of the stream length of the Rogue River systemis protected under the Natural RiversAct.
* The Rogue River Watershed isasmall portion of amuch larger watershed known asthe Grand River.

* |n Kent County the Rogue River isdesignated and managed asatrout stream by theMichigan
Department of Natural Resources.
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