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Rogue River Watershed Through Time

Andrea Vander Woude

Whonamed theRogueRiver?

A topographer named JamesA. Morrison
namedtheRogueRiver dter theRougeRiverin
thesoutheesternsdeof thedate. After record-
ingthenew namefor theriveritwasmisspdled
astheRogueRiver. Eventoday, theconfuson
dill exigsbetweentheRogueRiver andthe

RougeRiver.

WhenwastheRogueRiver water shed
Created?

TheRogueRiver Watershedwithits
lakes rivers andtributarieswasformed about
12,000t0 15,000 yearsagoduring thelast
dladaingperiod. RiceLakebecamethe
headwatersthet drainedintotheRogueRiver.
Inthe1900's thislakebecamedry andisnow
usadfor farm production. Today, many cold-
water tributariesand goringsflow fromthedry
RiceLakebedtofesdtheRogueRiver.

What economicresour cesdid it supply?
Thewatewayshavesupplied many
economicresourcesfor thecommunity. Inthe
northern portion of thewatershed, the
agriculturd landshavebeenfamedforthe
pest 100years Lumberingwasasoapopular

industry throughout the1900's, withmany saw

Rockford Dam in 1906.
Photo courtesy of Rockford Area Historical
Museum.

millsthat linedtheriver intheRodkfordarea
TheRogueRiver becamepoallutedover time
fromtheintensefarmingandlumbering. Today,
theRogueRiver dill Srugglestosudanitsnaturd
beeuty withtheincreeseinurbengoram.
However, many waterwayswithintheRogue
River Watershedaredill consderedapritine
resourceby natureenthusiasts 1
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Concerned About Our Kent
County Streams?

Tom Cary

Recently, the West Michigan Environmenta
AdtionCoundl, anenvironmentd advocecy and
educationorganizaionwitha30year higoryinthe
region, recavedfundingtoperformbiologica monitor-
ingonthesreamsof Kent County. Thisprojectis
cdled Kent County Stream Search.

Through Stream Search, wehavecommittedto
collectingbidogicd samplesfromat leest 354ream
stesinthecounty eechgaringandfdl. Many of these
gteslieintheRoguewatershed aswdl asthe
Thormgpple Hat, and GrandRivers watersheds

Thiscallection, tobeperformed by voluntears,
termed va untear monitoring” isimportant becausethe
Sateenvironmentd agendescallect Sreamdataona
varyinfrequentor aresponsebeds Withoutthis
regular bidlogicd information, wedonatknowif the
quelity of our areastreamsisimproving or degrading.
Withyour help, wefed wecanbegintogetthe
community support toimproveand better protect
thesevaucbleresources

Natural RiversAct of 1970

Nichol Stout

InMichigan, many river hebitatsremainunspoiled.
Foressandwetlandsdill remaindongwaterway's
despitethefact thet urbenizationisincreesng. Rivers
havebeenabletomaintainthar natura beeuty because
of theNatura River Actof 1970.

TheNaturd River Actdlowsthesaetoenforce
protectiontechnigquesto presarvehabitet, water qudlity,
andthescenicvauesof thedreams. TheNaturd
ResourceCommiss onesteblishesthesetechniqueshy
havingzoningdigricsaongtheriver. Inthesezoning
digrictsland usessuchasagriculture, foredtry, recre-
ation, resdence, indudtry, commerce and

To make Stream Search happen we
need you!
Youcanhelpby either...

1) Attending training on April 29
AND lead astream monitoring
group on May 6,
OR

2) Assdingtrained volunteerson
May 6 inmonitoring thestreams

If youhaveany questions concarns, or uggestions, plesse
contect TomCary a 616-451-3051 or
wmeetic@isav.ne.

other usesmay beencouraged, regulated, or
prohibited. Presarving naturd vegetationdongtheriver
andsthacksfromtheriverbanksfor congructionof
buildingsarethetwomog beneficd protectiontech
niques

Themaingreamof theRogueRiver inKent County
from20miledowngreamtowhereitintersectstheGrand
RiverisdesgnaedaNaurd River. Barkley, Cedar,
Duke, Rum, Shaw, Soring, and Stegmian Creek are
protectedtributariesunder theNatura River Act of 1970.
Thesedreamsareprotected becausethey provide
coldwaterintheRogueRiver sysemenahling cool-cold
water oedies, suchastrout, tosurvive, ,l
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L and Use Planning In Nature

Andy Bowman

Landuseplanningisa
complicatedenvironmentd
tool essentid tomaneging
watershed qudity. Most
dtizens indudingthosewho
stonplanningcommissons
donotgetinvalvedwiththe
relationshipbetweanhumen
perceptionsandtheway
tharcommunitiesare
deveoped. Oftentimes
planningcommissonasad
other interesed atizensgo
throughaninvolved
planningprocesswhich
leedstoaschemaicmgpof
landusssarangedina
theoretically desrableway.
Then,pdlicy-

mekersandregulaors
whoaeoftenthesame
indvidudsinvavedinthe
planning process, enact
regulationsdetemininghow
theircommunityisbuilt.
Thisprocessseemstobea
smpleandgraghtforward
way todeve opcommuni-
ties However, weareonly
regulaingtheusecf land
ingeed of the patternof
devdopment.

Community landuse
petternsreflect our behav-
iord pettens. Everyone
hasaset of perceptions,
behaviors andbdiefsabout
oursdveshathindividuglly

Kickoff Event At Rockford
United M ethodist Church

Nichol Stout

Despite thregts of awinter sorm, on February
17 peoplegathered tolearnabout theRogueRiver
Watershed Project and voicetheir concerns. Increesing
development pressure, pallution, anderasonproblems
weresomeof theworriesexpressad by thepublic. The
medtingwashddtoprovidethepublicwithanopportunity

tomeet theProject Saff and Stakehol dersthat areworking

todevd opal.andManagement Flanfor theRogueRiver

Waershed.

Guest spesker GlennBlackwood, hogt of thetdevison

show Ry Fshingwith Glen Blackwiood, urged theaudi-
encetobecomeinterestedintheRogueRiver Watershed
becauseitisauniqueresource. TheRogueRiver Water-

dedoffasa

andodllectivdy. These
atributesplay themsdves
outintheformaf housing,
trangportation, busness
andcommunity dedsons
Whenweadopt policies
andregulationsthet ater
land usepatterns wed o
adoptaset of rulesthat
confliccwiththevery nature
of whoweare. Thisisnot
tosay that wearesubjectto
ourindinctud bessfor
community fometionand
arepowelessto

change Regulationsand
polidesarewha werdy on
toensurefarnessand
equity. Forsuchrulestobe
effective wemud recognize
thetlanduseplanning
requiresustogoagang our
nature, dter cartanbdiefs
and adopt new perocgptions
about our communitiesand
oursves Thequestionis,
canweseetheneed and

embracethechange? @

neturd beeuty thetisonly ashort drivefromthesscond
largest metropdlitanareainMichigan. Toexig together,
evayonemust beinvolvedinpratectingthismegnificent
resource.
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Ways To Protect Your Water shed

* Get to know your watershed throughinformation and education.

* Minimizeuseof harmful contaminantsthat areadded to your water supply.

* Kegptrack of household water usetoincreasewater efficiency.

* Maintainyour septic system.

* Storeand digposeof contaminantsproperly.

* Mantainriversdebuffer grips; plant atree.

* Prevent and correct eroson problems.

* Protect, enhance, or crestewetlands.

* Get involved intheVolunteer Monitoring Program (see” Concerned About Our Kent
County Streams?’ Page?2).

* Get involved in aRogueRiver Water shed clean-up on June3.
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