
The Committee for the Establishment of a Four-Year College, 1958 

 

L. William Seidman, certified public accountant, Seidman and Seidman, Grand Rapids 

Robert H. Bennett, Jr., vice president in charge of manufacturing, Stow-Davis Furniture Co. 

Martin Buth, dairy farmer, elected state representative, Kent County, third district 

David E. Dutcher, attorney 

James Idema, insurance representative, Aetna Insurance Co.  

Harry Lawford, southern division manager, Michigan Bell Telephone Co. and Michigan State  

 University alumni president, 1958 

F. William McKee, attorney 

Richard VanderVeen, attorney 

Robert Van Ess, public accountant and University of Michigan alumni president, 1958  

Robert G. Watkins, president, States Associates 

 

The Citizens’ Council of Grand Valley State College 

 

Chairman-David E. Dutcher, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

Almerigi, David, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Annulis, John J., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Baas, Edward M., Grand Haven, Michigan 

Babcock, Nina E., Cedar Springs, Michigan  

Bailey, Merrill S., Muskegon, Michigan  

Baldwin, Ralph B., Grand Rapids, Michigan  

Bauman, Beatrice (Mrs. Melvin L.), Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Bennett, Robert, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Berman, Louis J., Whitehall, Michigan 

Berry, Hammond A., Grand Rapids, Michigan  

Bissell, M. R. III, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Blandford, Bob, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Botruff, Harris W., Muskegon, Michigan 

Brown, Arthur E., Ionia, Michigan  

Brown, Manley E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Bryant, Mrs. Stephen, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Buikema, Benjamin, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Busch, George A., Jr., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Clark, Lynn H., Rockford, Michigan 

Cook, Mrs. Richard M., Hastings, Michigan 

Davis, A. F., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Davis, Stanley J., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

De Bruyn, Robert S., Zeeland 

de Velder, Rev. Marion, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Donovan, C. M., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Dutcher, David E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Eberhard, L. V., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Essrig, Dr. Harry, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Formsma, Jay W., Holland, Michigan 

Franklin, Jerome D., Grand Rapids, Michigan  

Gillett, Richard M., Grand Rapids, Michigan 



Goebel, Paul G., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Grant, George W., Greenville, Michigan 

Greenawalt, H. Samuel Jr., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hager, Titus J., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hammerslag, Hugh D., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hekman, John H., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hoffman, Richard, Saugatuck, Michigan 

Holcomb, Mack A., Manistee, Michigan 

Howlett, Robert G., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hoyle, David W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Hunting, David D., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Idema, Jane H. (Mrs. Henry II), Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Johnson, Paul A., Grand Haven, Michigan  

Keeler, M.S., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Kelley, Harry J., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Kindel, C. E. Ted, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Kirkwood, John V., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

LaValley, Jerome H., Wayland, Michigan 

Lawford, H. L., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Littlefair, Duncan E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mackey, Patrick E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Marshall, Harry D., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Martin, Mrs. John B., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mayne, Joseph Q., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

McCall, Almon W., Grand Haven, Michigan 

McKee, F. William, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

McNamee, J. O., Muskegon, Michigan 

Nichols, Eldon A., Muskegon, Michigan 

Nisbet, Stephen S., Fremont, Michigan 

Pew, Robert C., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Pierce, W. B., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Preston, Al, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Quinn, Joe., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Richardson, Robert W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Robertson, W. C., Greenville, Michigan 

Roe, Vidian L., Fremont, Michigan 

Rogers, Charles A., Muskegon, Michigan 

Rutherford, John, Montague, Michigan 

Salter, Albert G., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Sauders, T.A., Muskegon, Michigan 

Schwartz, H. H., Coopersville, Michigan 

Scott, Victor, Nunica, Michigan 

Searl, Judge Fred N., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Sebright, Howard N., Wayland, Michigan 

Shaw, Frances Wallin (Mrs. Robert J.), Grandville, Michigan 

Shedd, Robert W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Shepherd, Russell L., Newago, Michigan 

Sherwood, B. P. Jr., Grand Haven, Michigan 

Shoecraft, Ross W., Fremont, Michigan 



Shuster, Richard M., Hastings, Michigan 

Skiera, Gerald J., Manistee, Michigan 

Spencer, H. Wendell, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Squier, Mrs. Marc, Middleville, Michigan 

Strohpaul, Aurey D., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

TenBrink, James, Muskegon, Michigan 

Thorington, Raymond, Greenville, Michigan 

Tubbs, Robert S., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Van Alsburg, Harold, Muskegon, Michigan 

Vannatter, Corroll H., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Van Dellen, John, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Vander Veen, Richard, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Van Ess, Robert, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Van Peursem, George M., Holland, Michigan 

Van Volkinburg, R. M., Grand Haven, Michigan 

Verplank, Mrs. Marvin, Zeeland, Michigan 

VerMeulen, James M., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Visscher, Robert, Holland, Michigan 

Warren, Richard B., Muskegon, Michigan 

Waterman, Donald F., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Watkins, Robert G., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Webber, Mrs. Jerome, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Weller, Kenneth J., Holland, Michigan 

Wichers, Willard C., Holland, Michigan 

Wilcox, Robert J., Hastings, Michigan 

Wilkinson, Paul R., Muskegon, Michigan 

Williams, Mrs. S. B., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Williams, Gordon, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Williams W. B., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

Additional Information 

Grand Valley State College  

Dr. Chris DeYoung-Coordinator., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

Board of Control 

 

L. William Seidman, Chairman, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

James M. Copeland, Manistee, Michigan  

Edward J. Frey., Grand Rapids, Michigan 

William A. Kirkpatrick, Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Dr. Icie Macy Hoobler, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Grace Olsen Kistler, Grand haven, Michigan 

Dr. Arnold C. Ott, Muskegon, Michigan 

Kenneth W. Robinson, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Dale B. Stafford, Greenville, Michigan 

 

Lynn M. Bartlett, Superintendent, Dept. of Public Instruction, State of Michigan, Lansing, Michigan 

 
A Study of the Establishment of Grand Valley State College, thesis by Marinus Matthius Swets, 1963 


