Grand Valley State University

University Academic Senate – Special Meeting

Minutes of March 4, 2011

Present: 
Frederick Antczak (ex officio), Princewill Anyalebechi, Danny Balfour, Christiana Beaudoin, Suzanne Benet (for Jim Sanford), Scott Berlin, Matt Boelkins, Shawn Bultsma, Maria Cimitile (ex officio), Gayle Davis (ex officio), Gerald Dehondt, Cory DiCarlo, Roger Ferguson, Joe Godwin (ex officio), Gynthia Grapczynski, Brian Hatzel, Jon Jellema (ex officio), Paul Keenlance, Sharon Leder, Nancy Levenburg (Vice Chair), Neil MacDonald (for Jodee Hunt), Jarrett Martus (Student Senate President), Douglas Montagna, William Morison (for Bob Hendersen), Kristine Mullendore (Chair), Harvey Nikkel, Mel Northup, Tonya Parker, Chuck Pazdernik, Dawn Richiert, John Peck (for John Ritch), Tim Penning (for Roy Winegar), Jeffrey Pottieger (ex officio), Jeffrey Rothstein, Dan Royer (for Ellen Schendel), Harold Schnyders, Lynn Sheehan, Cynthia Smith, Wanxiao Sun, Jodi Tyron, Richard Vallery (for Figen Mekik), Marlen Vavrikova, Keith Watts, Deana Weibel, Judy Whipps (for Kathleen Underwood), Roger Wilson, Jessica Young (Student Senator), Katalin Zaszlavik, Ali Zimmer (Student Senator)

Guests:
Jann Joseph, Keith Rhodes

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m.

	Agenda Items
	Discussion
	Action / Decisions
	

	1. Approval of Agenda


	The Agenda of March 4, 2011 was reviewed.

 
	The agenda of March 4, 2011 was approved.
	

	2. Approval of Minutes
	No Minutes for Review
	No Minutes for Review 
	

	3. Report of Chair
	a) The Chair reported that the proposed revisions to the Faculty Handbook adding the Undergraduate Research Council was approved by Provost Davis, with a slight revision to the Administration membership.

	
	

	4. Report of Provost
	No Report 

	
	

	5. Report from the Student Senate President
	No Report
	
	

	6.  Report from the Standing Committee Chairs / Task Force


	No Report 
	
	

	7.  New Business 
	Discussion was heard whether the University Academic Senate endorses reducing the current General Education program upper division Themes course requirement for returning students from a three-course requirement to a two-course requirement, as presented earlier.  

A revised Motion was presented that reads: 

UAS endorses a reduction, to be implemented for returning and incoming students in 2011-12, in the current General Education program upper division Themes course requirement for returning students  from a three course requirement to a two course requirement.  UAS views the reduction to be a provisional measure until such time as the General Education Committee completes its charge with respect to the upper division curriculum in General Education.

Discussion. 

A voice vote was held on on Calling the Question and passed with one nay vote. 


A voice vote was held to amend the Motion as presented and passed with one nay vote. 

The new Motion under consideration is:

UAS endorses a reduction, to be implemented for returning and incoming students in 2011-12, in the current General Education program Themes course requirement from a three course requirement to a two course requirement.  UAS views the reduction to be a provisional measure until such time as the General Education Committee completes its charge with respect to the curriculum in General Education.
Discussion

A voice vote was held on on Calling the Question and passed unanimously

A vote was held on the motion as amended at this meeting.  


	MOTION:  The University Academic Senate endorses a reduction, to be implemented for returning and incoming students in 2011-12, in the current General Education program Themes course requirement from a three course requirement to a two course requirement.  UAS views the reduction to be a provisional measure until such time as the General Education Committee completes its charge with respect to the curriculum in General Education.
APPROVED:    42 Yes;  2 No

	

	8.  Old  Business
	None
	
	

	9.  Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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         Approved on March 25, 2011

