Minutes

Faculty Facilities Planning Advisory Committee

September 21, 2007

Present: Lee Copenhaver, Blair Miller, Ross Reynolds, Heather Van Wormer, Mike Cotter, Greg Green, Lynell DeWind, James Moyer, Kurt Ellenberger, Laura Stinar, Diann Reischman, Allison Adams
Absent: Sheila Blackman, Karen Libman, Steve Margulis, Joe Fisher, Sylivia Mupepi

Meeting convened at 1:10pm in 167 Lake Ontario Hall  
Introductions of committee members.

Moyer updated committee on assorted facilities projects.

1. New Academic Building 2008:  Will open Fall 2008, is connected to Mackinac Hall at 2nd level.  Net gain to campus = 2 classrooms, due to renovations to old Mackinac Hall to accommodate SMART Center and Ms3 which will eliminate several classrooms.  Tours at 4pm on Fridays will commence closer to opening of addition.  After SMART and Ms3 are moved, their previous space in Padnos will be renovated to create additional lab space.

2. Housing: New Honors program housing will free Niemeyer for Housing Administrative offices.

3. Movement Science Indoor Space:  Primarily student use space with a few offices.

4. Kirkhof Center Addition:  New spaces for Multicultural Program and Women’s Center.  Current Women’s Center will be new space for GBLT and current Multicultural program space in Commons will accommodate dining program expansion.
5. Currently preparing annual capital request to State; goes to board Nov. 2;  sets priority projects for funding to state.  Priority projects this year include Library, Lab bldg., Classrooms.

Copenhaver asked about performance space.  Moyer discussed a survey conducted that indicated GVSU is short about 1.5 million sq ft in lab space.  This includes performance space, student lab space, research lab space, etc.

Green asked about College of Health Professions. Moyer responded - Have 4 spaces in CHS which may be moved back to health prof.  Trying to bring ELS to Allendale.  CHS 119 auditorium could be scheduled for classrooms more.  

Adams asked about space allocated to non-university groups.   Are we  trying to move those groups out?  Moyer indicated the question being considered is what is life of our support for these extra programs?  When do we want them to move on?  Johnson Center for Philanthropy is trying to wean from Univ.  Some have been moved.  No hard and fast rule.  Keep looking at particular programs.

Miller mentioned that other universities have conference centers whereas GVSU has conference space spread amongst educational space and this can cause parking/other issues when outside conferences are being serviced.  Brief discussion.
Moyer discussed various pressing needs at University regarding space.  Discussion.  

Adams inquired about status of disabled access to classrooms – many issues resolved, a few more being addressed currently.

Brief discussion of newsletter and website.  Reynolds and Adams will update newsletter by end of semester.

Discussion of questionnaire on faculty perceptions of classroom conditions.  Need to repeat the questionnaire sometime this year.  Results help Moyer target classroom issues.

Adams will get copy of questionnaire for committee.

Standard meeting time set.  This year it will be Friday 1-3 but beginning next year the standard time will be Monday 3-5.

Election of new chairperson of committee.  Blair Miller new chair.

Discussion of library status.

Next meeting will be proposed by Miller.  
Meeting adjourned 2:49pm.

