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Grand Valley State University 
Executive Committee of the Senate 

Minutes of September 24, 2010 
 

Present: Yatin Bhagwat, Gayle Davis (ex officio), Cory DiCarlo (for Figen Mekik), Roger Ferguson, Joe Godwin (ex officio), Cynthia Grapcyzinski, Bob 
Hendersen, Jon Jellema (ex officio), Nancy Levenburg (Vice Chair), Jarrett Martus (Student Senate President), Kristine Mullendore (Chair), 
Mel Northup, Chuck Pazdernik, Ellen Schendel, Lynn Sheehan, Kathleen Underwood, Roger Wilson, Roy Winegar  

Guests: Wally Boeve, David Cannon, Valeria Long, Koleta Moore, Jeffrey Pottegier, Mark Staves, John Stevenson, Sridhar Sundaram 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3:04 pm. 
Agenda Items Discussion Action / Decisions  
1. Approval of Agenda 
 

The Agenda of September 24, 2010 was reviewed. 
 
  

The agenda of September 24, 2010 was 
approved as submitted. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes The Minutes of September 17, 2010 were reviewed. 
 
 
 

The Minutes of September 17, 2010 were 
approved as submitted. 

 

3. Report of Chair a) The Chair reported that Pat Schafer has agreed to serve on the 
Committee for Nontraditional Students. 
 

b) The Chair reported that she met with representatives of various 
constituent groups to discuss the employee status of graduate 
students who are not graduate assistants who are employed to 
teach undergraduate classes.  She reported that after discussion 
it was agreed that the current policy of classifying them as student 
workers when they are enrolled for six  or more credits is the 
appropriate policy and that it should be more widely publicized. 

 

 
 

 

4. Report of Provost a)  Provost Davis reported that during the past week, 
groundbreaking for the new library/learning center was held along 
with the dedication of new housing, and settlement of the DeVries 
property purchase for the new Seidman Business building.   
 
She further reported that the GVSU classroom/laboratory building 
is on the list of items approved for funding by the Joint Capitol 
Outlay Subcommittee, but noted that given the current State 
economy, a wait of several years is expected.   
 

b)  Provost Davis reported that no news on State appropriations for 
Higher Education has been received, but a future cut between 
1.9% and 3.1% is anticipated.   
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c)  Provost Davis reported that her office is reviewing the policy for 

determining which programs are offering high-cost classes and 
the resulting added course fees associated with them, including 
looking at the actual cost per credit hour, the costs associated 
with faculty “loaned” to other colleges, and other efficiencies 
within the curricular structure of the university.    
In response to a question raised from the floor regarding block 
tuition, Provost Davis stated that the current tuition block is for 12-
16 credits, and will change next year to 12-15 credits. 
 
In response to a question raised from the floor on the how the 
new library/learning center will be funded, Provost Davis reported 
that a mix of donor money, bonds and unallocated savings is 
being used to fund the new library-learning center.  
 

     In response to a question from the floor regarding the new 
building for the Seidman College of Business and private 
resources, Provost Davis stated this will be handled in a fashion 
similar to MAREC.   

5. Report of the Student 
Senate President 

a) Student Senate President Martus reported the Michigan 
Secretary of State no longer dispatches their mobile branch to 
universities to aid in voter registration, due to budget cuts.    
Student Senate President Martus reported Capt. DeHaan of 
GVSU Public Safety addressed the Student Senate at its most 
recent meeting.  He also indicated that they are looking into 
providing a safety/escort service, as was offered in past years.  
 

b) Student Senate President Martus reported that several student 
legacy scholarships haven been awarded, and funds are still 
available.  
 
In response to a question from the floor on whether graduate 
students are represented on Student Senate, Mr. Martus reported 
that a Graduate Student liaison attends the Student Senate 
meetings.  The Student Senate is contemplating adding graduate 
students (with voting rights) to the Student Senate membership.  
 

 
 

 

 6.  Report from the Standing 
Committee Chairs / Task 
Forces / Committee 
Representatives 

 

a) A first e-mailed newsletter focused on University Academic 
Senate agenda items was sent to all faculty as a way to 
communicate important information ahead of discussion and 
votes.  
  

b) Ellen Schendel announced that she is willing to continue drafting 
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these updates for the rest of this year. 
 
Roy Winegar reported that he met with a representative from 
The Forum

c) Wally Boeve presented an overview of the proposal to establish 
policies for regular faculty engaged in graduate education that 
was distributed earlier.  Discussion.  
 
A 

, who indicated that faculty governance 
news/information can be included in the publication.  He will 
follow up and report back at a future meeting.     
 

Motion was made and supported

 

 to forward the proposal to 
the University Academic Senate for their action, with a 
recommendation of approval.  
 
John Stevenson agreed to create a historical timeline of the 
policy as background information.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION:  The Executive Committee of the 
Senate forwards the proposal to establish 
policies for regular faculty engaged in graduate 
education to the University Academic Senate for 
their action, with a recommendation of approval.  
APPROVED 13 Yes; 1 No 
 

7.   Old Business  a)  Faculty Survey on Governance Planning Discussion 
 
b)  There was discussion on reconsidering the ECS October 23, 

2009 removal from its agenda and referral of the Prospectus for 
Fulltime MBA to UCC’s program change review process.  The 
Chair presented an overview of the status of this initiative, and 
her communications with the Chairs of UCC and FSBC, as well 
as other Grand Valley faculty members.  
Sridhar Sundaram presented a summary of the request that was 
made earlier and asked for clarification on whether this curricular 
initiative would be more appropriately process through the New 
Program Council or through the University Curriculum Committee 
processes for proposing program changes.    
 
During discussion, a recommendation was made to develop a 
mechanism to deal with proposals that do not fit into the current 
configuration for new programs.   
 
Further discussion ensued and a Motion was made and 
supported to forward the Prospectus for Fulltime MBA to the New 
Program Council for their review and action. 
 
 
 
A Motion was made and supported given that the Chairs of both 

No Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION:  The Executive Committee of the 
Senate forwards the Prospectus for Fulltime 
MBA to the New Program Council for their 
review and action.  
Yes 6; No 7 MOTION FAILS   
 
MOTION:  The Executive Committee of the 
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the University Curriculum Committee (UCC) and the Faculty 
Salary Budget Committee (FSBC) indicated they believed a 
review by their committees would be beneficial, the Executive 
Committee of the Senate requests that UCC consult with FSBC 
regarding these proposed program changes because it has 
significant resource implications.  In addition, the Chairs of the 
UCC and FSBC are asked to work with the Chair of ECS to 
develop proposed policy revisions to create a method by which 
UCC may request input from FSBC regarding program change 
requests when it deems appropriate.   Discussion 
 
 
 

Senate requests that the University Curriculum 
Committee consult with the Faculty Salary 
Budget Committee regarding these proposed 
program changes because it has significant 
resource implications.  In addition, the Chairs of 
the UCC and FSBC are asked to work with the 
Chair of ECS to develop proposed policy 
revisions to create a method by which UCC may 
request input from FSBC regarding program 
change requests when it deems appropriate.    
APPROVED Unanimously.  

8.  New Business a)  Appoint UAS representative to Fall 2010 APSC 
 
 

b)  The Chair distributed a draft memo responding to the Provost on 
faculty governance involvement in articulating shared governance 
under the university’s strategic plan. 
 

c)  Discussion on process for proposing revisions to the FH 
language regarding referendums 
 

d)  Fall Forum :  Topic and Planning 
 

No Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No Discussion 
 
 
No Discussion 
 

 

9.  Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 4:59.    

 


