Grand Valley State University

Executive Committee of the Senate 
Minutes of September 19, 2008

Present:
David Bair, Teresa Beck, Yatin Bhagwat, Lawrence Burns (Vice Chair), Gayle Davis (ex officio), Joe Godwin (ex officio), Brian Hatzel, Robert Hendersen, Sharon Leder, Nancy Levenburg, Kristine Mullendore (Chair), Ellen Schendel, Steven Schlicker, Robert Schoofs, Autumn Trombka (Student), Kathleen Underwood.

Guests:
Patricia Smith, Gary Stark, Alan Steinman

The meeting was called to order at 3:02
	Agenda Items
	Discussion
	Action / Decisions
	

	1. Approval of Agenda


	The agenda of September 19, 2008 was reviewed.

	The agenda of September 19, 2008 was approved as amended to include discussion on EDPAC
	

	2. Approval of Minutes
	The Minutes of September 5, 2008 were reviewed.


The Notes from the ECS Retreat of May 28, 2008 were reviewed. 

The Notes from the ECS Retreat of August 20, 2008 were reviewed. 


	The Minutes of September 5, 2008 were approved as edited.

The Notes from the ECS Retreats of May 28, 2008 and August 20, 2008 will be posted on the Faculty Governance Website.
	

	3. Report of Chair
	a) The Chair reported that she was copied on a memo that FSBC sent to Provost Davis in which FSBC thanked Provost Davis for her continued support of faculty regarding the salary increase of 08-09.  
b) The Chair reported that she attended a conference at MSU regarding work-life and the academe, and the conference themes fit well with the ECS agenda items for this year.  
c) The Chair reported that she and Vice Chair Burns met with Aaron Haight and Brian Bowe to identify how to enhance communication with various constituent groups.    
d) The Chair reported she met with Sherril Soman regarding the Prospectus for a BS in Pharmacology to discuss how the prospectus could be enhanced before it is presented to ECS.  
e) The Chair reported that Dave Smith from Human Resources makes an annual presentation to the FSBC regarding benefits and recommends that a similar presentation is made annually to ECS.   
f) The Chair reported that Jeanne Arnold, Vice President for Inclusion and Equity will be invited to attend a UAS meeting.  The Chair further reported that plans are underway for President Haas to attend a UAS meeting, with an informal reception held after the meetings as has been past practice.   
	
	

	4. Report of Provost
	a) Provost Davis reported that a press release announcing a partnership with Grand Valley and Michigan State University reserving five (5) places in an early assurance program is imminent. 

The three-year pilot program provides an enhanced opportunity for admission to medical school to qualified premedical students who wish to practice in the underserved areas. Preference for admission will be given to GV students who are the first generation to attend college, students who graduated from a low-income high school, those eligible for Pell grants, or those who express interest in a high need medical specialty area.  The program that will be reviewed annually by both universities.

b) Provost Davis reported she recently attended an MSU gala fundraiser to raise money for scholarships.  She further reported that a Grand Valley graduate has been accepted into the MSU medical school program.  


In response to a question raised from the floor on how the five (5) places in the early assurance program was determined, Provost Davis reported that the five (5) spaces are considered to be a minimum number reserved for Grand Valley students.  

c) Provost Davis reported that for the thirteenth year in a row, Grand Valley State University has been selected as one of "America's Best Colleges" by U.S. News & World Report.

d) Provost Davis reported that the tray-less cafeteria initiative program at Grand Valley was highlighted on ABC national television news.   She further reported that the increase in bus ridership has been covered by local media.  

	
	

	5. Report of Student Senate

	a) Student Senate President Trombka reported that a mobile branch of the Secretary of State was on campus September 17 and the efforts to increase voter registration were a success. 
b) Student Senate President Trombka reported that the Student Senate is coordinating a variety of activities for Sustainability Week.
c) Student Senate President Trombka reported that the Student Senate is conducting a survey regarding advisors.  
In response to a question from the floor, Ms. Trombka reported that the Student Senate will investigate transportation options to assist getting students to the polls on Election Day and establish ways to inform students of the other issues on the ballot.  

	
	


	       6. Old Business

	a) Ellen Schendel distributed material on the Enrollment Development, Planning, and Assessment Committee (EDPAC) and highlighted the areas addressed in the final report.   

It was noted that the data generated from this initiative would be very helpful to ECS in their decision making.    A recommendation was made from the floor that the Director of Institutional Analysis, Philip Batty, should be invited to ECS to provide an overview of the IA website and the information tools that are available on that site.   


b) There was lengthy discussion on the AWRI Prospectus that requests to be reorganized into an academic unit

A motion was made and seconded to refer this issue to FPPC to examine the personnel polices to identify whether the AWRI proposal fits into current practices and policies.
MOTION Withdrawn

After further discussion and at the suggestion of the Chair it was agreed by consensus to send the AWRI prospectus forward to UCC and FSBC for their review so those two committees can determine whether there are curricular or financial concerns to consider, if the prospectus is dealt with as the AWRI final plan, and to engage in a committee review of the prospectus as deemed appropriate. 

c) There was discussion on changing the day of the week that ECS meets.    Material was distributed from the Office of Institutional Analysis that 3-5pm on Fridays is the timeframe that most faculty are available for meetings, as this is the timeframe that the fewest number of classes are offered.      There is a potential to have the ECS meet on one day of the week and the UAS meet on another. The matter was TABLED.  

d) The prioritization of agenda items for ECS is expected to be completed next week.  


e) The ECS supports the Fall Forum on Graduate Education however no volunteers were identified to help in the planning process for the event.  The Chair indicated that she will meet with the Chair of the Graduate Council and Associate Dean Stevenson to provide a governance perspective as they plan this forum.
	MOTION:  The ECS refers this issue to the FPPC to examine the personnel policies to identify whether the AWRI proposal fits into current practices and policies. 
MOTION WITHDRAWN
MOTION:  The ECS requests the Chair to forwarding the Prospectus for Reorganization of the AWRI to an academic unit to the appropriate standing committees with a request that the chairs review it first to determine what level of review by the committee is needed.
APPROVED Unanimously. 

	

	
7.  New Business
	a) The Prospectus for a Biomedical Engineering Minor that was distributed earlier was discussed.    It was noted that the credit hour total should be revised to be from 19 to 18 and that revision has been made on the electronic version for future distribution.


A motion was made and seconded to send the proposal forward to the appropriate standing committees.  

b) College By-Laws regarding service on UAS governance bodies

c) Winter Forum on Graduate Education – UAS/ECS Support

	MOTION:  The ECS recommends forwarding the Prospectus for a Biomedical Engineering Minor to the appropriate standing committees.
APPROVED Unanimously. 
No Discussion

No Discussion
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 5:00pm.
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         Approved on October 17, 2008

