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SEIDMAN GRADUATE STUDENT CONNECTION 

What is Washington, D.C. really like?  Is the political system really as polarized as the TV 

pundits make it out to be?  How do policies actually get made?  What is the role of 

business in policy making?  If you have ever wondered what actually drives the decisions 

made in our nation’s capitol, I suggest you consider participating in the Washington 

Campus Program. 

To say that the Washington Campus Program was one of the highlights of my MBA 

career at GVSU is an understatement.  Not only does the program provide MBA students 

with the opportunity to earn 3 elective credits in one week, but it also immerses them in 

the environment of Washington, D.C.  While about 75% of time in the Washington 

Campus Program was spent in the “classroom”, these sessions were led by Washington 

insiders, not professors.  When I attended during Spring Break 2010, the speakers ranged 

from lobbyists and media personalities (Ron Elving, Washington Bureau Chief of NPR), to 

former administration officials (the Honorable Diane Auer Jones, Assistant Secretary for 

Postsecondary Education under George W. Bush) and health policy advocates (Shannon 

Brownlee, Schwartz Senior Fellow, New America Foundation). 

Continued on page 4 

www.washcampus.edu 

Washington Campus: One MBA Student’s Experience    By Alaina Furr 
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With the new Seidman building in the works, a new full-time integrated MBA 

program, and the on-going events and speakers that make being a Seidman 

student great, business students at GVSU have a lot to be excited about.  Well, in 

case that wasn’t enough, students at GVSU now have another reason to be proud 

of the Seidman College of Business.  This past spring saw the completion and 

implementation of the Seidman College of Business Student Code of Honor.  

After being approved by a 90% majority vote by the Seidman student body last 

November and then a faculty vote, the code was fully implemented starting Fall 

semester 2011. 

Continued on page 3 

www.gvsu.edu/business 

Seidman Student Code of Honor   By Jeremy Hess 
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Greetings, Graduate Students! 

Welcome to the 51st new academic year.  On behalf of faculty and staff, I extend a special 

welcome to those of you who are new graduate students.  This past June, Seidman 

launched the Full-time Integrated MBA (FIMBA), an MBA program specifically designed for 

individuals with little or no work experience.   Among those of you who are new is the first-

ever FIMBA cohort, which is off to a great start.      

 

Last spring, Seidman undergraduate and graduate students overwhelmingly approved a 
Code of Honor which was the product of significant thought, research, and passion by a 
group of students under the guidance of Ethics Professor Michael DeWilde.  Perhaps most 
significantly, the code is aspirational and speaks to a philosophy of life that goes beyond 
the classroom, and beyond today.  It applies to all Seidman students. You will find it at the 
Seidman website: www.gvsu.edu/business.  

 
The Seidman College prides itself on its connection with the community and has planned several events around 
community leaders designed to enrich your academic program. Please mark your calendars for October 18 for our fall 
semester Distinguished Executive Lecture, which will feature Spectrum Health President and CEO Rick Breon on the 
topic “Healthcare: Today and Tomorrow.”  
 
Check the Calendar of Events, also in this newsletter, for details about the breakfast programs, which are designed to 
bring the business community to you.  Perhaps you were among the 250 individuals who attended the September 14 
breakfast “Political Fallout: Impact on Main Street and Wall Street. A second breakfast and program will be held on 
Nov. 8 and will feature Franco Bianchi, President and CEO of Haworth.  Watch the Graduate Business Info Center on 
your Blackboard.  All breakfast programs begin with breakfast at 7:30 and the address at 8:00, and there is no charge 
for breakfast or the lecture.     
 
The ever-popular “Pizza with the Dean” is coming the week of October 24.  Be sure to join the Dean and faculty 
between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. in the University Club Room (that’s the “green” room on the north side of the atrium). We 
look forward to serving you pizza before your evening classes that week.   
 
The Fred Meijer Center for Writing is conducting a workshop specifically for graduate business students on the topic of 
“Collaborative/Team Writing” on October 8, 9 – noon, 136E.  Come with your team members; tutors will be available to 
work with individual teams following the presentation.  
 
The Washington Campus Program is a one-of-a-kind opportunity for graduate students who are interested in learning 
more about the relationship between government and business.  Seidman graduate business students will join 
students from other graduate business schools – University of Michigan, Arizona State, UCLA, to name a few – in 
Washington, D.C. and spend an intensive week learning from movers and shakers in D.C.  You will love it!  You will 
also earn three elective credits toward your degree.  You may select March (over spring break) or the first summer 
session (May 14-18).  Applications are available in my office (just email me at bajemac@gvsu.edu), and March 
applications are due to me by Nov. 1.  Seidman has been a member of a 17-school consortium since the campus was 
launched under the leadership of Bill Seidman over 30 years ago.  
 
On behalf of Seidman faculty and staff, I wish you a most productive fall semester.  Please, remember that the 
Graduate Business Office is here to serve you.  Do not hesitate to contact us with your questions or to request 
assistance.  Thank you for choosing the Seidman College.   
 

Sincerely, 

 

Claudia Bajema 

Director, Graduate Business Programs 

LETTER FROM CLAUDIA 

http://www.gvsu.edu/business
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A number of Seidman students, both undergraduate and graduate, worked hard during the last academic year to 

bring the Code of Honor from an idea to reality.  They engaged in research and worked with administration and 

faculty to generate and implement a Code of Honor that would give students not only something to be proud of, but 

something to challenge them. 

The Code of Honor is a great achievement for the Seidman College of Business.  Unlike other student codes, the new 

Seidman code goes beyond just promising not to cheat; it actually challenges students to be accountable for their 

actions and to act with honesty and integrity while in the classroom and in the business world.  It is a lifelong 

commitment to ethical behavior and represents the will of Seidman students to learn in an ethical environment that 

holds them and their peers to a higher standard. 

By raising the bar of ethical standards for Seidman students, the code has added value to the business education 

provided here at GVSU.  Employers will now know more than ever that a Seidman graduate is someone who, in 

addition to completing a rigorous academic program, also believes in ethical decision-making as a way of doing 

business and as a way of life. You, as a student in the Seidman College of Business, have been challenged to be a 

leader in responsible, honest, and ethical business practices now and throughout your career! 

The Code of Honor will be featured prominently in the new Seidman building currently under construction for the 

Seidman College of Business. To view the student Code of Honor in its entirety, go to www.gvsu.edu/business.   

THE HONOR CODE        continued from page 1 

June 2011 marked a significant accomplishment for the Seidman College of Business at Grand Valley State University. 

To complement the current part-time MBA program, Seidman implemented a new Fully-Integrated Masters of 

Business Administration program (FIMBA). FIMBA is a lock-step fourteen-month program and goes from June to 

August of the following year with a maximum of thirty students each session.  

The program is designed to integrate lessons from each department so students are able to see the integrative 

dimensions of the disciplines. Current FIMBA student Elizabeth Blair believes that this integrated approach is one of 

the best advantages of the program. Elizabeth enjoys the “fantastic learning moments” that arise from having 

professors from separate disciplines share how connected each area is to the others. The homework assignments 

also contribute to this integrated approach, as, for example, a supply chain project may be used in a subsequent 

finance report. 

In addition to a full-time class load, students are also guaranteed paid fellowships with local West Michigan 

companies. This is another major advantage of the FIMBA program and is a determining factor for students selecting 

this program over others. “Having a fellowship built into the program is essential and incredibly beneficial; not only 

am I financially supporting myself, I am gaining a year of valuable work experience,” says Blair.  

This new Fully-Integrated MBA is an ideal new addition to the programs already in place at Grand Valley State 

University and is a real complement to the part-time MBA program. 

 

Seidman Implements New Full -Time MBA Program By Dan Robertson 

 

http://www.gvsu.edu/business
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The other 25% of the time was spent participating in field trips and interactive activities.  The better part of one day 

was spent at the U.S. Capitol, interacting with Congress members and observing congressional hearings.  Later, we 

participated in a computer simulation called Congressional Insight, which put the students in the shoes of freshmen 

congress members.  The simulation presented us with scenarios typical of what new members of congress face, 

asked us to make decisions in a limited time period, and then presented us with the outcome of our decisions. It was 

enlightening, to say the least.  Finally, the program culminated in a group project in which students chose (or 

invented) a company, determined what types of policy issues would likely affect the company, and developed a 

corporate plan to address those issues. These activities were made even more rewarding given the fact that not all 

the students in any particular session of the Washington Campus Program are from the same university. During my 

session, I had the opportunity to work with and learn from students from several different institutions, including 

Emory University, Ohio State University and the University of Baltimore.   

If you can afford a week of your time, I highly recommend participating in The Washington Campus Program.  The 

program tuition is about the same as 3 credits of GVSU graduate tuition.  Though there is the additional cost of five 

days’ worth of travel, food and lodging expenses, the experience and perspective you gain is well worth it.  

History 

The Washington Campus Program was founded by L. William Seidman in 1978, in an effort to prepare and encourage 

business leaders to participate in national policy debates.  Naturally, Grand Valley State University was among the 

original nine members of the Washington Campus Consortium.  Representatives from each of the Consortium 

schools serve on the Washington Campus Board of Directors, which governs the academic standards of the program.  

Today, the Consortium includes 17 graduate business schools from across the United States. 

Participating 

If you are interested in participating in the Washington Campus Program, contact Claudia Bajema, at 

bajemac@gvsu.edu or 331-7387 to obtain an application. 

 

 

Washington Campus       continued from page 1 
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The  Graduate Student Advisory Board for the Seidman College of Business works hard to: 

 Support the mission and vision of the Seidman College of Business. 

 Promote a closer relationship and enhance communication between students and the faculty, staff and 

administration of the Seidman College of Business in ways that will foster and encourage student participation and 

constructive feedback among all parties. 

 Strengthen existing graduate programs by identifying the needs of business students and the College’s role in 

preparing those students for professional careers. 

 Provide input, advice, and counsel, where feasible, to the Dean and the Director of Graduate Business Programs of 

the Seidman College of Business. 

 Serve as ambassadors for the Seidman graduate programs with both internal and external constituencies. 

 

 

The Board is composed of graduate students in the MBA, MSA and MST programs with the following 

current members: 

Joseph Amisi (Chair), Dan Robertson (Vice Chair), Alaina Furr (Secretary),  

Keagan Rushmore (Parliamentarian), Michelle Edinger, Claire Filiatreau, Jeremy Hess, and Kevin Rapes. 

 

 

ABOUT THE GSAB  

Last spring ground was broken for the construction of the new L. William Seidman Center, the future home of the 

Seidman College of Business.  Construction is due to be completed in the spring of 2013, with classes starting in the 

fall of 2013.  Here are a few highlights of what to expect in the new building.  

 Located along the Grand River, just south of highway 131. 

 110,000 square feet, with four floors. 

 Designed to earn a LEED Silver rating for sustainability. 

 Will feature a trading room to give students experience of working in a real trading environment with state-

of-the-art technology. 

 Plenty of work space for students including team rooms for group collaboration. 

 

You can find more information about the new building at www.gvsu.edu/giving. 

Seidman Building Update              
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Sept 2 100% Tuition Refund for 14-week classes 

Sept 14 Breakfast Program, “Main Street and Wall Street.” Panel: Mitch Stapley, Bob Roth, and Prof. Erica King.  

Breakfast 7:30 a.m.; Panel 8:00 a.m.  Loosemore Auditorium.   

Sept 23 75% Tuition Refund for 14-week classes 

Oct 8 Graduate Business Writing Workshop, “Collaborative/ Team Writing,”  9-noon, 136E DeVos, presented by the 

Center for Writing. 

Oct 18 Distinguished Executive Lecturer featuring Rick Breon, President/CEO, Spectrum Health.  Reception 5:15 p.m.  

Address 6:00 p.m., Loosemore Auditorium 

Oct 19 Pizza with the Dean (in Holland) 5 – 6 p.m., Conference Room 

Oct 22 & 29 GMAT workshop, 8-noon both days, 136E DeVos.  No charge, but please register by emailing 

go2gvmba@gvsu.edu.  (Note date change.)  

Oct 24-27 Pizza with the Dean, 5-6 p.m., University Club Room, DeVos   

Oct 28 Last date for grade of “W” for 14-week classes  

Nov 1 Applications due for March 5-9 session of the Washington Campus Program.  Email Claudia bajemac@gvsu.edu 

for application. 

Nov 8 Breakfast Program featuring Franco Bianchi, President and CEO, Haworth.  Breakfast 7:30 a.m.; address 8:00 

a.m.  Register at www.gvsu.edu/business/events.  

Nov 23-27 Thanksgiving Recess 

Dec 1 Breakfast Program featuring Brian Calley, Seidman College Alumnus and Lieutenant Governor, State of 
Michigan. Register at www.gvsu.edu/business/events. 

Dec 10 Commencement, VanAndel Arena, 10:00 a.m. 

Dec 12-17 Exams 

Dec 22 Grades available 

Winter semester classes begin January 9, 2012 

If you are interested in studying abroad, there will be opportunities summer semester.  Decisions need to be made well before 

the semester begins, and it is not too early to  

begin inquiring.  Contact Alexandra Schmid at schmiale@gvsu.edu for information. 

If you are interested in The Washington Campus Program over spring break, March 5-9, or next May 14-18, please contact the 

Graduate Office for an application.  Applications for  

the March session are due back to the Graduate Office by November 1. 

If you are graduating this fall, contact the Graduate Business Office to have a diploma card completed and submitted.  

Check regularly the Graduate Business Info Center on your Blackboard for current information.   

EVENTS CALENDAR 

THE SEIDMAN GRADUATE STUDENT CONNECTION IS A PUBLICATION OF THE GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISORY BOARD 

EDITED BYJEREMY HESS 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE AN ARTICLE? E-MAIL CLAUDIA BAJEMA AT BAJEMAC@GVSU.EDU 

DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION 

 

ENJOY CLASSES! 
 

Questions 
or comments? 

 

hessje@mail.gvsu.edu 
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