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The Importance of Study Abroad 
By Amanda Remo 

Studying abroad is an exciting experience for many students, but it can be especially valuable for graduate 
students. This summer I had the opportunity to travel to London, England and study corporate governance and 
ethics for accountants. This not only gave me the opportunity to visit another country where English is spoken. 
This was very important to me because I am not fluent in a foreign language, but it also fulfilled my ethics 
requirement and an elective credit towards completing my MSA program. Studying abroad also gave me the 
chance to experience a different culture in an exciting way. 

              I can’t even begin to describe what a fantastic time I had in London and I would recommend to any 
graduate student with two weeks available to jump at the opportunity.  Our group experienced the culture of the 
United Kingdom, as well as the UK perspective on such issues as corporate governance, ethics, and the IFRS 
convergence. continued on page 3 

The Washington Campus Program – A Fabulous Elective 
Course! 

By Erin Pinkster 
 
Are you like me and always saw the Washington Campus course elective and wondered 
what it really entailed?  Are you interested in politics or maybe pretty naïve as to what is 
happening in Washington and how it impacts you, your family, and your employer 
(present or future)?  The purpose of this article is to explain what the Washington 
Campus Program, a fabulous elective course available to Graduate Seidman Business 
students, is all about. 
 
The Washington Campus program was founded in 1978 by former FDIC Chairman, L. 
William Seidman, who recently passed away at the age of 88.  Bill Seidman, and other 
public policy leaders at the time, realized the need for business leaders to participate 
effectively in national policy discussions; and, thus, the Washington Campus Program 
was developed to provide such education.  

The Washington Campus Program is a one week long three credit elective course which 
takes place in Washington D.C.  The program explains how Washington works and 
thoroughly describes the details of the policy-making process.  The course affords 
students a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to immerse themselves in the heart of D.C. and 
receive lectures by highly-knowledgeable presenters regarding current hot political 
topics.  For example, some of the lectures from the June 2009 session included such 
topics as cap and trade, the stimulus package, healthcare reform, and monetary policy. 
Continued on page 6  
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A Letter from the Director 
Happy New (Academic) Year! 
 
Welcome, new graduate students; and welcome back, returning students.   
 
As I drafted this letter in September, we were in a third consecutive week of absolutely 
perfect Michigan fall weather – a great way to start a new academic year.  Now, as I wrap 
this up, the leaves are turning, and our weather is definitely feeling like fall.  Take time to 
look up from the books and out the office window to enjoy the beautiful fall colors over the 
next few weeks.   
 
You are all immersed in your courses by now, and I trust you are enjoying the challenge.  
The Seidman College takes pride in providing opportunities to enrich your graduate 
program experiences by exposing you to the ideas of business community leaders.  We have 

several programs for you this fall.  
 
Many of you attended the Distinguished Executive Lecture on Sept. 30 to hear Candace Matthews, Chief Marketing 
Officer, Amway.  Some of you are attending the breakfast programs.  You heard GVSU President Thomas Haas speak on 
the importance of higher education and historian Brian Domitrovic and the panel of economists debate the lessons of 1929 
and today’s economic challenges.  Watch for other breakfast programs featuring the economist Brad Schiller Oct. 30 and 
ArtPrize creator Rick DeVos on Nov. 10. Your Blackboard (Graduate Business Info Center) will be updated with more 
information in the next few weeks.   
 
“Pizza with the Dean” is the week of Oct. 19.  Join Dean Williams, faculty, and your student colleagues for pizza and soft 
drinks before your evening classes that week in the University Club Room.  Take advantage of dinner on us while you 
chat with current and former faculty members and students.   
 
Check out the calendar in this newsletter for important dates.  In particular, please note that Seidman is participating in the 
March (spring break) session of the Washington Campus Program this year.  Applications are due for that session by Nov. 
1.  For more information about this opportunity, go to www.washcampus.edu or call me.  Also, be sure to read Erin 
Pinkster’s article about the program, also in this newsletter.   
 
Seidman faculty members are busy, also.  A special committee is designing a full-time MBA program.  This program will 
serve primarily students with no work experience and will integrate significant internship experience with the curriculum.  
Another committee is meeting regularly with architects on plans for the new Seidman College building scheduled to open 
fall 2012.  Be sure to read Dean Williams’s letter for more information, and please take advantage of the blog on your 
Blackboard to provide us feedback and suggestions.   
 
Have a productive and enjoyable semester.  Please always remember that the Graduate Office is here to serve you.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Claudia Bajema 
Director, Graduate Business Programs 
 

http://www.washcampus.edu/�
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Esteli Innovation 
An Opportunity for Graduate Students 

Co-directed by Dr. Paul Lane and 
Dr. John Farris 

 
Have you been looking for the experience of a lifetime?  Have you 
been looking for an international program that student, community 
members, even family members, can participate in?  Well, you just 
found it in Esteli Innovation.  You can make it work because there 
are a number of trips each year with more being added.   
 
You can customize your experience by working with Dr. Lane and 
Dr. Farris. 
 
If you are thinking about going in 2010 there will be an Innovation 
trip in May working with students in two or more Nicaraguan 
Universities in the north and then moving to work on an 
Innovation Seminar (no credit, but great resume line) with a 
nonprofit on the beautiful tropical Island of Ometepe.  You will be 
allowed to explore the country on this trip. 
 
There is also expected to be an early August trip focusing on the 
medical needs of those at the bottom of the economic pyramid.  In 
December there will be an educational training trip of shorter 
duration.   
 
Great deal for you!  So far all of the trips cost under $1,000 for 
everything except airfare.  That is because some people like to go 
on to Costa Rica or adventure more in the beautiful country of 
Nicaragua.  Some people have used airline miles from work or 
friends. 
 
A word about credit.  All Esteli Innovation programs are housed 
in Continuing Education with an Esteli Innovation continued 
focus on the bottom of the economic pyramid.  Most participants 
come to learn and help for the pure sake of learning.  A number of 
students over the years have arranged independent studies with 
faculty other than the directors and have done some or all of the 
information collection in Nicaragua.  This is completely your 
option and requires a conversation on your part. 
 
You need a group that has a focus, such as sustainable issues in 
Nicaragua.  If you can put together a 10-person group and settle a 
mutually-agreeable date, the co-directors will do all they can to 
help you have a great experience. 
 
To learn more about how the programs can work for you as a 
resume builder, pick up a copy of Global Connections and read the 
article written by Liz Smith or contact Dr. Lane at 203-558-3140, 
or Dr. Farris at 616-331-7267. 

The Importance of Study Abroad 
Continued from page 1 

 

The culture aspects included visiting the Tower of London, 
Hampton Court Palace, the changing of the guard at 
Buckingham Palace, visits to many museums and more. A 
couple of my favorite experiences were visiting the Bank of 
London Museum, exiting the underground to see Big Ben just 
across the street, and taking a ride on the London Eye to view 
the city from above.  

The academic aspect was just as much fun as the culture. We 
visited such renowned places as the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England and Wales, Bournemouth University, 
and BDO Stoy Hayward.   We even had a little taste of home 
when we visited a Grand Valley alumna at a Herman Miller 
office in London.  

Two faculty members led our trip, Professor Rita Grant and 
Professor Steve Goldberg. When I asked Professor Grant what 
she thought some of the benefits were for graduate students 
studying abroad, she listed four: 

1. Experiencing cultural differences firsthand 

2. Showing employers that you can adapt to different 
environments 

3.  Being able to compare differences in business environments 

4. Having both a great time and a solid learning experience 

If you have never thought about studying abroad. I hope you 
will reconsider and take advantage of the international 
opportunities available  
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 Remembering “The Difference Maker” ─ For Generations to Come!  
 

New Business Building to be Built in Honor of Bill Seidman 
 

A moment of silence is all it takes to launch all of us here in West Michigan into deep reflection on the many 
contributions made by the late L. William “Bill” Seidman.  While space limitations preclude our enumerating all his many 
accomplishments, we note with much pride that he earned the Bronze Star during World War II, served as advisor to 
Presidents Ford and Reagan, rescued the Nation from its Savings & Loan crisis while serving as the Chairman of the 
FDIC, served for many years as MSNBC’s Chief Financial commentator, and led the founding of Grand Valley State 
University.   
 
Here, at Grand Valley, we could easily mourn our Nation’s loss for too long.  However, during that same moment of 
silence, we recognize that, while he always respected and honored the past, Bill Seidman always looked forward with 
hope, optimism, and a passion for progress and achievement.  He always made a difference!   
 
As we memorialized Bill Seidman on September 11, 2009, our Community’s patriarch of patriarchs announced a major 
gift toward the construction of a new building on the campus of Grand Valley State University ─ to house the College of 
Business and to Honor Bill Seidman!  The University and the College are thrilled to accept the challenge inspired by this 
major gift to both raise the funding and create the edifice that will stand for generations to come in honor of a great 
College of Business, a great University, and, most importantly, a great man!  
  
The University and the College had already begun to consider the issues and make plans toward this great adventure, but 
on September 12th we picked up the pace.  There is much work to do, including necessary fundraising, selecting an 
architect who can bring this vision of iconic form and education-facilitation function to fruition, and establishing 
processes to assure that appropriate constituencies provide input and participate in the “programming” of the building.   
 
The University’s Development Office and “crack” Facilities Planning Office are currently providing great leadership in 
the fundraising and building planning aspects of the project, but there still remains the critical part of the process in 
receiving input from appropriate constituent groups.  While we solicit input from the broader community, we must have 
input from our students; after all, it is all about the students and your learning!  Indeed, we have arranged for student input 
throughout the process, at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  I thank your Graduate Student Advisory Board for 
volunteering to provide the graduate student presence and continuity we need on the Building Planning Committee.  
Virtually every week through the upcoming year and up to the building’s completion─ projected occupancy for the 2012 
Fall Semester ─ this Committee will meet to discuss and plan for the new building.   
 
Consequently, if you wish to ask questions or make comments, please direct them to any of your classmates who serve on 
the Board.  The GSAB will keep you apprised of progress on the new building. 
 
Bill Seidman had a passion for life, a commitment to progress, and a focus on the future!  In celebration of that legacy, we 
will continue to prepare students to shape their lives, their professions, and their societies ─ by providing a rigorous 
learning environment with a student focus, a regional commitment, and a global perspective.  This new building will 
provide an appropriate environment for the rigorous learning environment and other commitments to which we always 
aspire. It will also be an appropriate and lasting tribute to “Bill” Seidman: The Difference Maker!     
 
                      Dean Williams 
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Graduate Student Advisory Board 
 

The purpose of the Graduate Student Advisory Board for the Seidman College of Business is: 
 
To support the mission and vision of the Seidman College of Business 
 
To promote a closer relationship and enhance communication between students and the faculty, staff and administration of the 
Seidman College of Business in ways that will foster and encourage student participation and constructive feedback among all 
parties 
 
To strengthen existing graduate programs by identifying the needs of business students and the College’s role in preparing those 
students for professional careers 
 
To provide input, advice, and counsel, where feasible, to the Dean and the Director of Graduate Business Programs of the 
Seidman College of Business 
 
To serve as ambassadors for the Seidman graduate programs with both internal and external constituencies. 
 
The Board is composed of graduate students in the MBA, MSA, and MST programs with the following current members: 
Stelios Alverez Eric Anderson Todd Weaver Andrew Burnett Patrick Casey 
Amanda Remo Carrie Doran Alaina Furr Adam Ferguson Melisssa Vegter 
Nick Simatos Shane Moore Patrick Murphy Erin Pinkster Rennie Ramlal 

   Jane Snow                        Bryan Theime 
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The Washington Campus 
Continued from page 1 
 
Jennifer Coffey, an MBA student who attended the June 2009 course, commented, “The Washington Campus Program 
strengthened my understanding of how our government works.  The program was fast-paced, and included over twenty 
speakers who hold various positions on Capitol Hill.  Each speaker spoke candidly and shared an insider’s perspective on 
how things get done.  In addition to learning about how Washington works, this program provided me with the knowledge 
to become engaged in the political process from both a personal and professional level.” 
 
In a single word, the program can be described as “intense.”  Classes can start at 7:00 a.m. and can continue until after 
6:00 p.m, depending on congressional schedules that need to be accommodated.  The lectures can last between 30 minutes 
and two hours, with short breaks in between speakers.  Additionally, field trips are another exciting component of the 
course.  For example, the June 2009 course visited the Bureau of Labor Statistics, The Federal Reserve, the National Press 
Conference, and spent half a day on Capitol Hill.   

Caleb Hollier, an MBA student who also attended the June 2009 course, commented, "The Washington campus program 
is a great way to learn about the intricacies of Washington D.C.  I would recommend the program to any student interested 
in learning about the political process, meeting distinguished speakers who are experts in current political issues, and 
getting an inside look at various Washington buildings.  This program does not require extensive knowledge of political 
science prior to attending and was an outstanding learning experience!" 

Students from several universities across the United States come together and meet in Washington for this course.  
Students are responsible for arranging and paying for their own flights, lodging, meals, and tuition for the entire course.  
Furthermore, students are responsible to complete assigned readings in advance of arriving in Washington, have a final 
exam to complete in D.C., and also have a group project to complete shortly after the course is over.  

I would highly encourage anyone interested in learning more about public policy and how Washington works to take this 
elective!  The experience, while quite demanding and challenging at times, was definitely a highlight of my MBA career 
at GVSU.  It provides an educational experience unparalleled with other course offerings and allows students to gain a 
new perspective on politics and how things are accomplished in Washington.   
 
NOTE: Please contact Claudia Bajema for an application and further details if you’re interested in attending one of the 
Washington Campus Program classes.  It should be noted that while the Washington Campus Program provides a letter 
grade for the course, GVSU only offers the course as a pass/fail option on students’ transcripts.  If you’d like to research 
more about this program yourself, feel free to visit the Washington Campus Program website at: 
http://www.washcampus.edu/. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.washcampus.edu/�
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Fall/Winter Calendar of Events 
Fall 2009 Calendar of Events 

 
Sept 4  100% Tuition Refund for 14-week classes 
Sept 23 Breakfast Program featuring President Thomas Haas, 7:30 a.m. 
Sept 25 75% Tuition Refund for 14-week classes 
Sept 30 Distinguished Executive Lecture; reception 5:15 p.m., lecture 6:00 p.m. 
Oct 12/13 “Nothing to Fear?” What the 1929 Economic Collapse Can Teach Us 
  Today; Amity Shlaes vs. Jonathan Alter Debate at Fountain Street Church 
  7:00 p.m., Oct 12; Brian Domitrovic keynote, followed by debate 

 (including Professors Isely, Giedeman, and Singh),  Peter Secchia  
Breakfast 7:30 a.m., Oct 13.  No charge. RSVP 331-7100. 

Oct 19-22 “Pizza with the Dean,” 5 – 6 p.m., University Club Room 
Oct 30  Breakfast Program featuring Brad Schiller, 7:30 a.m., Loosemore 
  Auditorium.  No charge. RSVP 331-7100. 
Oct 30  Last date for grade of “W” 
Nov 25-29 Thanksgiving Recess 
Dec 12  Commencement 
Dec 14-18 Exams 
 
Winter semester classes begin Jan 11.   
 
If you are interested in studying abroad, there will be opportunities summer semester.  Decisions need to be 
made well before the semester begins, and it is not too early to begin inquiring.  Contact Alexandra Schmid 
schmiale@gvsu.edu for information.   
 
If you are interested in The Washington Campus Program

 

 over spring break or next May, contact the Graduate 
Office for an application.  Applications for the March session are due back to the Graduate Office by November 
1.  

Check regularly the Graduate Business Info Center on your Blackboard for current information.   
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