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“Happy New Year!” as President Haas would say!  And welcome 
home, to the 2011-2012 Academic Year in the School of Account-
ing!  We hope that each of you had an enjoyable, restful, and/or 
productive spring/summer break. 
 

In addition to my role as Dean of your Seidman College of Business, 
it is my pleasure to greet you this semester as the Interim Director of 
the School of Accounting.  I plan to serve in this capacity for the 
2011 Fall Semester − until Dr. Kurt Fanning, Associate Professor of 
Accounting, “returns” from his Sabbatical leave; he plans to assume 
the role of Director beginning with the 2012 Winter Semester.  
Please help me thank Dr. Denise de la Rosa for her tremendous 
service during the 2010-2011 Academic Year.  The School made 
significant progress during her tenure as Director, including a num-
ber of curricular changes (please contact your faculty advisors for 
updates on the changes). 
 

As we begin the new Academic Year please take special cogni-
zance of the new Seidman College of Business Student Code of 
Honor!  The new Code of Honor became effective on April 15, 2011, 
when the Seidman College Faculty Senate ratified the document 
approved by the undergraduate and graduate students during No-
vember of 2010.  This represents quite an accomplishment for the 
College and reflects well on all Seidman students.  (You can find the 
new Seidman Student Code of Honor on the College’s website, by 
clicking on by clicking on gvsu.edu/business,” and moving to the 
bottom of the page.)  
 

As current and aspiring Accounting professionals we are all espe-
cially sensitive to the issues of ethics in business and in the profes-
sion.  Accordingly, we give honor and praise to the students who 
persevered over there semesters to research honor codes, draft the 
document, coordinate the vetting and approval by the students, and 
secure the Faculty’s ratification:  Cory Cain, Rachel Hindenach, 
Ryan Kamia, Bakhtiyor Mamatov, Andrew Mills, Patrick Murphy, 
Jason Roberts, Keagan Rushmore, Scott Saindon, Susan 
Schweikart, Katie Seager, Douglas Trudeau, Melissa Vegter 
 

Likewise we must thank Drs. Stan Lindquist and Bruce Bettinghaus 
and Professor Michael DeWilde (Director of the Business Ethics 
Center), without whom the project would never have been complet-
ed.  We are all deeply indebted to these students and faculty mem-
bers.   
 

Do enjoy a productive Fall Semester! 

Best Regards, 
H. James Williams 

General Ledger September 14, 2011 
School of Accounting 

616-331-7414 
goralskk@gvsu.edu 

Fall 2011 Accounting Adjuncts 
    
   The success of the School of Accounting depends on having qualified 
faculty to teach the courses that we offer.  In addition to our regular full-
time faculty, we depend on our highly qualified adjunct faculty to com-
plete the schedule.  Adjuncts bring a professional, real-world emphasis 
to the classes they teach and we are proud to introduce the adjunct fac-
ulty who are working in the classrooms this fall. 
 
   Joanne Brouse, CPA, CISA, MBA. Ms. Brouse is teaching ACC 212 
and has also taught ACC 213.  Ms. Brouse received her MBA from 
GVSU and her background as a senior auditor has proved invaluable in 
the classroom. 
   Steve Butler, CPA, MST & Claude Titche, CPA.  Mr. Butler received 
his MST degree from GVSU and is a managing member of Onequest 
Capital Management, following an impressive career in public account-
ing.  Mr. Titche is a tax partner with Beene Garter & Co., LLP.  Together 
they have brought their expertise to ACC 636 for well over 10 years, 
enabling our students to benefit from their working knowledge of taxa-
tions problems, planning and current issues. 
   Brent Felten, CPA, JD.  Mr. Felten is teaching ACC 633.  His primary 
professional focus has been international tax planning, structuring and 
compliance for U.S.-based multinational companies.  He has been with 
Crowe Horwath since 2004.   
   Christopher Harper, CPA, MBA.  Mr. Harper is teaching ACC 212 
and ACC 511; he has also taught ACC 310, ACC 318, 615, 212, and 
213.  He has been an adjunct instructor since 2005 and hundreds of our 
students have benefitted from his teaching and guidance. Mr. Harper is a 
senior manager with Hungerford, Aldrin, Nichols & Carter, P.C. 
   Brett Karhoff, CPA, MST.  Mr. Karhoff received his MST from GVSU 
is teaching ACC 318.  He is a senior tax manager with Hungerford, Al-
drin, Nichols & Carter, P.C.  His experience with tax research and tech-
nical consulting with publicly traded multinational corporations provides 
our students with a wealth of information about corporate taxation.  
  Tom Popma, MBA, CPA. Mr. Popma is teaching ACC 212 this and has 
also taught 213.  Mr. Popma is the chief financial officer for a tier-1, multi
-national automotive, furniture and utility vehicle component supplier.  
His practical knowledge serves to enhance the course material. 
  James Radgens, MBA, CPA.  Mr. Radgens is teaching ACC 213 and 
also has taught ACC 212.  He is the Director of Personal Tax Services at 
Varnum Riddering Schmidt & Howlett, LLP and also has an extensive 
background in the public accounting field. 
  K. Eric Smith, CPA, MST.  Mr. Smith is teaching ACC 615 and has 
also taught ACC 318.  Mr. Smith is employed by Beene Garter, LLP and 
his specialty is assisting mid-sized private companies with tax planning 
and compliance. 
  Wayne Smith, MBA.  Mr. Smith is teaching ACC 511 and has also 
taught ACC 321, 611, 212 and 213.  Mr. Smith has been bringing his 
expertise into the classroom since 1999.  He consistently offers out-
standing teaching, guidance and practical experience to undergrad and 
graduate students.   Mr. Smith is VP of Commercial Lending at Mercan-
tile Bank. 
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Tutoring Available 

   Graduate Accounting Research Assistants are available to tutor 
ACC 212, 213, 310 & 311 this fall in room 468C DEV.  They are 
scheduled Monday—Thursday from 8:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. and Friday 
from 8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. on a walk-ion basis.  You can get a sched-
ule from your instructor or the School of Accounting office, 489C DEV.  
Bring your textbook and other pertinent material.  Tutors are available 
this semester through final exam week with the exception of official 
GVSU closing dates.   

Institute of Management Accountants 
Nathan Schultz, President 
    
   The Student Chapter of the Institute of Management Accountants at 
Grand Valley (IMA @ GV for short), was started two years ago and 
known as the Student Management Accountants’ Association. The 
name has been changed to reflect our members’ participation in the 
IMA, an internationally known professional organization for manage-
ment accountants and finance professionals. The IMA offers annual 
leadership conferences, regional workshops, networking opportunities, 
scholarships and other sources of student support. 
 
   As a student chapter of the IMA, we hope to provide guidance and 
leadership for students planning on a career in accounting or finance. 
Last year we were able to bring in guest speakers from the local com-
munity including economy and career development experts, FBI and 
IRS agents, technical experts and Grand Valley State University pro-
fessors. We again plan on providing an array of accounting and fi-
nance experiences to members allowing them to see a number of 
areas that their accounting/finance skills can be utilized. Most of all, 
we hope that these networking opportunities will help our members to 
get an up close and personal look at their chosen profession and pos-
sible career opportunities. Meetings are typically twice a month and 
GVSU Chapter dues are only $10 dollars per semester. 
 
   Please contact Nathan Schultz, President, with any questions at 
nateschultz.ima@gmail.com. 

Student Chapter of the Institute of  
Internal Auditors - Matthew Pear, President 
    
   The Student Chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors aims to help 
students further educate themselves about the field of internal audit, 
as well as increase networking opportunities with internal audit depart-
ment staff from the area.  We work closely with the professional IIA 
Chapter of West Michigan, which has monthly meetings that are free 
to students.  Our meetings will be held Monday evenings on a biweek-
ly schedule with guest speakers from local businesses.   
 
   If you are interested in this student organization or have any ques-
tions, please contact the student chapter president Matthew Pear at 
pearma@mail.gvsu.edu.  

Beta Alpha Psi - Morgan Hickman, President 
    
   The Kappa Beta Chapter of Beta Alpha Psi is looking forward to 
another busy Fall semester.  Our schedule has quickly filled up with 
office visits to eight of the CPA firms located in the Grand Rapids 
area as well as a guest speaker on how we can use social network-
ing to benefit us in the job and internship hunt.  This year, on top of 
co-sponsoring our Accounting Pre-Recruiting event with Career Ser-
vices, we are also putting on a recruiting event with firms more local 
to the Grand Rapids area to show our support and thanks for their 
continued interest in Grand Valley accounting alumni.   Beta Alpha 
Psi retained many of our executive board members from last semes-
ter and many of them have moved into higher positions on the board.  
This has helped with our transition of knowledge as many of them 
have been through the process before but have decided to continue 
challenging themselves by taking on more responsibility.  Our semes-
ter executive board is as follows:  

 
Morgan Hickman – President, Alessandro Sgambati – Vice 
President, Matthew Pear – Treasurer, Jennifer Murphy – Re-
porting Secretary, Kayleigh Nordine – Corresponding Secre-
tary, Jonathan Snider – Vice President of Chapter Develop-
ment, Jacquelyn Holsem – Vice President of Professional 
Development, Mukhtar Sharif – Vice President of Community 
Service, Nancy Duncanson – Vice President of Information 
Systems, Aaron Hennesey – Vice president of Social Devel-
opment, Ashley Braun -  Vice President of Alumni Relations, 
Ron Hancock – Treasury Committee Member, Khanh Dang 
and Samantha Schaeffler – Community Service Committee 
Member, and Kyle Jacobs – Reporting Committee Member. 

 
   As our chapter has continued to grow we have had to come up with 
new and better ways to accommodate these growing numbers.  This 
year we are working to have mini networking events at each of our on 
campus meetings to help members get to know other members.  We 
are also looking to implement a Buddy System that would be similar 
to the Big/Little programs that many fraternal organizations currently 
use to give pledges a better support system throughout the pledging 
process.  Finally, many of our volunteer projects are going to be more 
group focused.  We already have in the works plans to team with 
BDO USA for a project at a local shelter as well as numerous events 
helping out the Grand Rapids Children’s Museum.   
 
      With our first meeting under our belts, it looks like it is going to be 
an amazing semester thanks to a great group of members and pledg-
es! 

SOA Internships 
Dr. Denise de la Rosa is the Internship Coordinator for accounting 
internships.  You can reach her at delarosd@gvsu.edu or 616-331-
7407. 
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A group of 13 students and two accounting faculty took part in the 
summer London Study Abroad program this year.  We boarded a 
plane in Grand Rapids at three o’clock in the afternoon EST. After a 
quick stop in Chicago, we crossed the “big pond” and finally touched 
down at Heathrow International Airport located in the outskirts of Lon-
don, England at six o’clock in the morning GMT.  

 
In no time, we boarded a bus to Regent’s College. From there, we 

barely had time to carry our luggage up the four flights of stairs to our 
rooms before we were off to explore our new surroundings and try 
London’s food for the first time at the Sherlock Holmes Pub. We expe-
rienced our first ride on “the tube” on our way to Westminster Station 
to meet our tour guide, Rex. When I stepped foot outside the station, I 
was greeted by Big Ben as it towered over me and the rest of the city 
of London. It was at that moment that I knew I was really in London!  

 
Rex’s tour allowed us to 
walk along the Thames 
River, see Westminster 
Abbey, Big Ben, Parlia-
ment, old historic church-
es and get a feel for the 
people, sights and 
sounds of London. Our 
tour ended at the London 
Eye. Our group of fifteen 
quickly boarded our cap-
sule and enjoyed our half 
hour ferris-wheel-like ride 

overlooking the beautiful city of London and beyond. We hopped on 
the tube to take us back to Regent’s College and our heads finally hit 
our pillows around eleven o’clock. After many sleepless hours and all 
the sights we had already seen, I could hardly believe that was just 
our first day out of thirteen that we would spend exploring the city of 
London. 

 

 The next two 
weeks were filled 
with non-stop ad-
venture. We toured 
the Tower of Lon-
don, attended a 
play at Shake-
speare’s Globe 
Theatre, followed 
the footsteps of the 
legendary Jack the 
Ripper, visited 
Trafalgar Square, Piccadilly Circus and Covent Gardens, took the train 
to Cambridge for the day, saw Centre Court at Wimbledon, explored 
Harrods, stood in two hemispheres at once over the Prime Meridian in 
Greenwich, witnessed the miraculous Stonehenge, toured the state 
rooms of Buckingham Palace (we even saw Kate Middleton’s wedding 
dress!), and walked in King Henry VIII’s footsteps at the majestic 
Hampton Court Palace.  

 
As the majority of students on the trip were accounting majors, we 

earned credit for the trip by attending academic sessions including: a 
discussion at the Institute of Chartered Accountants of England and 
Wales, an informative Q&A session at the International Accounting 
Standards Board, a lecture by GVSU alum and NATO employee Josh 
Dobson, a visit to Glasgow Caledonian University, informative lectures 
at Bournemouth University, and a visit to BDO’s office in London. Not 
only were we exposed to a different method of higher education and 
business, studying abroad in London allowed us to witness a different 
way of life. 

 
This trip provided a great way to attain six summer credits, see 

everything there is to see in London, learn more about international 
business, and make great memories with new friends. I would highly 
recommend this study abroad experience to all Grand Valley students, 
especially accounting majors as it really brings the classroom to life.  

 
My final advice is to not let experiences like this pass by. Traveling 

as a student with a group of students and professors is a unique expe-
rience that can never be relived past graduation. Travel while you can 
because there is a big world out there to see! I might be bias but… go 
see London first! 

London Adventures - Whitney Heneveld 

London Study Abroad Class of 2011 

Aboard the London Eye 
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East meets west.  Dori & Tony 
Danko with a foot in each  

hemisphere at the  
Greenwich Observatory . 

Josh Dobson GVSU 
Alumni working for NATO 

(North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization) in  

Cambridge 

Pictures from the London Study Abroad blog. 
 
Learn more about the trip from: 
http://gvsulondon2011.wordpress.com/ 


