Knowledge of Content and Pedagogy

Scoring Guide 
The College of Education (COE) is in the process of gathering evidence on how well its Initial Elementary Endorsement Candidates are prepared and how well they are performing in elementary classrooms. In order to accomplish this task, the COE needs the assistance of the Candidates’ Cooperating Teachers. Please use this scoring guide (rubric) to assess the Candidates’ ability to apply their knowledge while teaching in your classrooms in these content areas.  The COE appreciates your support in this effort. Please note: The data will be used primarily to assist the COE in assessing its program and will not be used as a means of assigning the Candidates’ semester grades.

Circle the Content Observed:  English Language Arts
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Candidate’s Name________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade Level_____________________________________

Place an “X” in the appropriate box (i.e. 0,1,2, or 3) for each element.

	Element
	(0) Unsatisfactory
	(1) Progressing
	(2) Proficient
	(3) Distinguished

	Knowledge of Content: Prerequisite Relationships and Content Related Pedagogy
	Candidate makes content knowledge errors, has little understanding of pedagogical knowledge and the importance of prerequisite knowledge the students need in order to learn.
	Candidate displays basic content and pedagogical knowledge and has a limited awareness of prerequisite knowledge and does not anticipate student misconceptions.
	Candidate displays solid understanding of content knowledge, best practices that are research based, and plans practice that reflects an understanding of student prerequisite knowledge, but may not anticipate student misconceptions of the knowledge.
	Candidate displays extensive content knowledge, continual search for best practice and anticipates student misunderstandings and misconceptions.

	Directions and Procedures
	Candidate directions and procedures are confusing to students.
	Candidate directions are procedures are clarified after initial student confusion or are excessively detailed.
	Candidate directions and procedures are clear to students and contain an appropriate level of detail.
	Candidate directions and procedures are clear to students and anticipate possible student misunderstanding.

	Quality of Questions, Discussion Techniques and Student Participation


	Candidate’s questions are virtually all of poor quality and interaction between candidate and students is predominately recitation style with only a few students participating in the discussion.
	Candidate’s questions are a combination of low and high quality. Candidate attempts to engage all students in the discussion, but with only limited success.
	Most of candidate’s questions are of high quality, classroom represents true discussion and candidate successfully engages most students in the discussion.
	Candidate’s questions are of uniformly high quality, with adequate time for students to respond. Students formulate many questions and assume considerable responsibility for the success of the discussion by ensuring that all voices are heard in the discussion.

	Representation of Content
	Representation of content is inappropriate and unclear or uses poor examples and analogies.


	Representation of content is inconsistent in quality: Some is done skillfully, with good examples; other portions are difficult to follow.
	Representation of content is appropriate and links well with students’ knowledge and experience.
	Representation of content is appropriate, links well with students’ knowledge, experience. Students contribute to representation of content.

	Activities, Assignments, Instructional Materials and Resources


	Activities, assignments, instructional materials, and resources are inappropriate for students in terms of their age or backgrounds and are unsuitable to instructional goals. Do not engage students mentally.
	Some activities, assignments, instructional materials, and resources are appropriate to students and the instructional goals. Students’ mental engagement is moderate.
	Most activities, assignments, instructional materials, and resources are appropriate to students and the instructional goals. Almost all students are cognitively engaged in them.
	All students are cognitively engaged in the activities, assignments, instructional materials, and resources. Students initiate or adapt activities and projects and/or initiate choice or creation of materials.


