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Welcome!
Let us open in a good way



Webinar Objectives: 

1. Discuss Tribal Youth Substance Use and Addressing Need for 
Effective    Screening, Assessment, and Treatment processes.

2. Examine of Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment, Approaches and Cultural Adaptation, Screening 
tools to support Tribal Youth.

3. Consider approaches to address Tribal youth use of illicit 
substances Tribal Best Practices (TBP) to support youth and 
communities. 



Tribal Youth and Substance Use: Addressing Community Needs



Tribal Youth and Substance Use: Addressing Community Needs

• American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) Youth initiate alcohol 
and substance use at earlier ages than their non-Native 
counterparts which places them at risk for escalating and 
problematic use. 

• A recent study found higher average rates of marijuana, heroin, 
and OxyContin use amongst AI youth when compared to other 
national data. 

•Stanley, LR, Harness SD, Swaim RC, Beauvais F, Rates of Substance use of American Indian Students, in 8th, 10th, and 12th grades living on or near reservations: update,2009-2012, Public 
Health Rep 2014 March-Apr;129(2): 156-163. 
Whitesell, Asdigian, Kaufman, Big Crown, Shangreau, Keane, Trajectories of Substance Use Among Youth American Indian Adolescents: Patterns and Predictors, Journal of Youth and
Adolescence, March 2014, Volume 43, Issue 3, pp 437-453
Ibid.



Tribal Youth and Substance Use: Addressing Community Needs

• AI/AN youth nonmedical use of opioids in AI/AN youth over the age of 
12 were reported to be twice the rates of Whites and three times the 
rates for African Americans. 

•In 2013, among persons aged 12 or older, the rate of substance 
dependence or abuse was higher among American Indians or Alaska 
Native (AI/AN) than any other population, and 38.7 percent of AI 
adolescents aged 12 to 17 years old had a lifetime prevalence of illicit 
drug use. 

Indian Health Board, White Paper; Opioids, Retrieved, https://www.nihb.org/docs/09182017/Opioids%20One%20pager.PDF
Substance Abuse and Mental Services Administration, American Indian and Alaska Native Data, https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/topics/tribal_affairs/ai-an-data-handout.pdf

https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/topics/tribal_affairs/ai-an-data-handout.pdf


Tribal Youth and Substance Use: Addressing Community Needs

• Substance Use, Abuse, Dependence (SUAD) related health and 
social consequences include higher rates of morbidity and mortality 
due to illness and disease, injuries, suicide and homicide, and other 
health, social, and economic challenges. 

Radin et al., Community Perspectives on Drug/Alcohol Use, Concerns, Needs and Resources In Four Washington State Tribal Communities, J Ethn Subst Abuse. 2015; 
14(1): 29–58.



Tribal Youth and Substance Use: Addressing Community Needs

• Tribal Youth Substance Use is a major public health concern and 
reservation based youth report even higher rates of use than 
National and non-reservation based locations.  

• Lifetime of consequences for individual and community without 
intervention and treatment. 

•Kelley et a., A review of Tribal Best Practices in Substance Abuse Prevention, Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Use (2017)



Challenges Addressing Community Needs

• Impacts of Historical Trauma
• Increased daily traumas
• Unresolved grief
• Learned behaviors and negative coping skills
• Disconnected from culture, values and indigenous knowledge

• The challenge of implementing Evidence Based Practices (EBP)
- Mixed messages of EBP and the use of cultural practices
- Data collection and reporting impact



Strategies to Address Community Needs with 
Community Based Strategies

Build off of 
community 
strengths

Culturally 
informed

Strong 
connections 

throughout the 
community
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Existing Challenges
Impacts of Historical 
Trauma

The challenge of 
implementing of Evidence 
Based Practices (EBP)
- Mixed messages of EBP 
and the use of cultural 
practices
- Data collection and 
reporting impact

Build on RESILIENCE! 

Cultural Adaptation of EBP

PBE – Practice Based Evidence

TBP – Tribal Best Practice



Dialogue: Screening Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment (SBIRT)

Best Practices and Approaches/Cultural Adaptation

Evan Elkin, PhD, Reclaiming Futures

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Tribal Youth Training and Technical Assistance Center





























Cultural Adaptation
Screening Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment



Dialogue: Tribal Best Practices and 
Youth Substance Use Prevention

Allyson Kelley, DrPH, MPH, CHE
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Wrap Up and Closing

Questions/Comments



Thank you for your participation 


