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By Allison Egrin   Program assistant, Kaufman Interfaith Institute

Editor’s note: Today we begin introducing you to some of the 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute staff  who are working to expand 
our programming. Allison Egrin, our newest member, gradu-
ated from Grand Valley State University last December with 
majors in both marketing and dance. She also served as pres-
ident of the student organization Hillel at GVSU. Egrin had 
worked part time as a student and now joins us full time. Her 
position is grant-funded and enables her to work with our youth 
initiative, as well as with the arts and culture community. She 
also is helping with a new project expanding the interfaith 
eff orts in Kalamazoo.

While everyone is working from home and staying inside, 
the arts community nationwide has been tapping into their 
creativity ways to fi nd meaningful ways to practice and stay 
connected during this time.

Now more than ever, society has the ability to connect 
with artists and has access to almost every art form at their 
fingertips. Those who have never had the chance to see a 
show on Broadway, visit an art museum in New York or take 
a class from a professional, now have the capability to do it 
all. While recognizing that the arts community is the least-
funded within our country, they have been providing access 
and resources from the very beginning of our current crisis.

I have watched as my friends who are dance teachers all 
over the country have been recording their classes for their 
students from their apartments; watched as the country’s top 
ballerinas are going live to teach students; and watched musi-
cians going live to share their music with the world. These 
times can be tough, especially on one’s mental health, but art-
ists near and far are fi nding ways to share their artistic tal-
ents and knowledge with those who wish to listen, watch, 
and learn. The arts can be healing, provide comedic relief, or 
transport you into an alternate universe, maybe one that isn’t 
as scary.

The arts have unquestionably been positioned in the pub-
lic’s eye as elite and available only to those with money, educa-
tion and a prestigious social class. While this unfortunate fact 
prohibits many people from feeling welcome in these spaces, 
everyone can now use this free accessibility to watch from the 
comfort of their bed, couch or wherever they choose.

You can now take guitar lessons from celebrities, dance 
classes from the best in the industry and art classes from 
experts. You can watch a Broadway livestream, take a vir-
tual tour of the Vatican, the Guggenheim or the Met without 
even stepping outside. Options are endless and all you need 
is a smart device. No need to buy a plane ticket, an admission 
ticket, dress up or feel intimidated that you do not belong.

This notion of elitism and intimidation is something 
I have discussed at great length with my Kaufman co-
workers, and with colleagues at the Grand Rapids Symphony 
and the Grand Rapids Arts Museum. Part of my job with the 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute is to help enhance the represen-
tation of the arts and culture community within the greater 
Grand Rapids area. This can be done in a number of ways, 
including highlighting artists from diverse backgrounds, art 
that presents themes among minority groups, or choosing a 

venue that is less formal and could allow greater access for a 
specifi c community.

These eff orts manifest through curriculum for elemen-
tary, middle and high school students, programming that 
we at Kaufman organize by collaborating with other entities 
and providing insight and input for artists in the area look-
ing to expand their representation.

There remain barriers for some people to attend perfor-
mances. These barriers may include ticket price, venue loca-
tion, transportation to the performance, that sense of com-
fortability and elitism or even language.

In the current environment there has been an expansion 
of online livestreaming capabilities and accessibility. Right 
now, the main barrier remaining could be lack of technology, 
either Wi-Fi connection or actual streaming device. But now 
one can break down the feeling of elitism, feel more comfort-
able listening to live music or theatre and access all of this for 
free, without traveling anywhere. For the next two months 
Comcast and AT&T are even providing free internet access. 
If you want to watch a Broadway show or opera, now is your 
chance! Are you looking for something more informal such 
as a private concert? You can have that too! Time and money 
are no longer excuses. Use these resources while you can. In 
the end, you may be more inclined to attend these perfor-
mances in person after getting used to the format and realiz-
ing that art is for everyone. No one is concerned about what 
you look like, but you.

The Grand Rapids Art Museum, Grand Rapids Sym-
phony and the Frederik Meijer Gardens also are provid-
ing online access and resources. You can take a daily vir-
tual tour of the Meijer gardens at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. each day 
to watch their butterfly livestream at meijergardens.org/
virtual-visits. The symphony is rebroadcasting con-
certs  at 1 p.m. Sundays on Blue Lake Public Radio. Or you 
can watch the symphony’s recent online version of the 
Hallelujah Chorus created while social distancing on 
YouTube.

The GRAM offers virtual tours, artist interviews and 
social media resources at artmuseumgr.org/museumfrom-
home, while parents also can download lesson plans, art 
activities and gallery games for children of all ages.

For those of you with children at home, this is a great fam-
ily activity. There could be a lesson on theatre etiquette. 
You could have your family dress up and pretend like you 
are there live as you watch from your couch. You can fi nd 
a show that discusses a meaningful topic or highlights a 
minority population and create a family discussion around 
those themes. The options are endless for both viewing and 
discussing. For those able, consider making donations to 
some of your favorite art organizations, as they are strug-
gling financially now more than ever. Who knows, you 
might inspire the next Lin-Manuel Miranda, Chopin or Andy 
Warhol!

Stay safe, stay distancing and continue to welcome the 
arts into your homes, families and hearts.

interfaith@gvsu.edu

INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Make the arts part of your 
stay-at-home routine

Rabbi David Krishef   ethicsandreligiontalk@gmail.com

Faith asks, “Is divorce OK?”
The Rev. Ray Lanning, a retired minis-

ter of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of North America, responds:

“ ‘OK’ is hardly the right word for divorce. The prophet 
Malachi lived in a time when many thought that divorce was 
‘OK,’ but he heard a diff erent word from God: ‘The Lord, the 
God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away’ (Malachi 
2:16), that is, divorcing ‘the wife of thy youth’ (v. 14). The Lord 
declares that His altar is thereby covered ‘with tears, with 
weeping, and with crying out,’ the tears and lamentation of 
women thus cast into a life of isolation, poverty and shame.

“These women can only cry out to the God who ‘raiseth up 
them that are bowed down’ and befriends strangers, orphans 
and widows (Psalm 146:8, 9). This same God tells the men 
involved that He has no regard for their off erings and will 
not receive them with good will, a divine act of excommuni-
cation (Malachi 2:14). They have rejected their wives, and so 
God rejects these men, putting His grace and favor beyond 
their reach.

“But God’s prophets from Moses to Christ and the apostle 
Paul also recognize that there are cases in which it may be 
unwise or impossible for husband and wife to live uprightly 
and peaceably in the bond of marriage. Provision is there-
fore made in Scripture for ‘loosing’ or ‘untying’ the marriage 
bond in an orderly way, under supervision of authorities in 
church and state, a way that safeguards the rights of both 
parties and best serves the interests of any children in the 
home.”

Fred Stella, the pracharak (outreach minister) for the 
West Michigan Hindu Temple, responds:

“Divorce is most often a deeply painful separation 
between a couple who, we can assume in most cases, loved 
one another deeply. There are often children involved who 
will no longer have the home they thought would be theirs 
for the rest of their pre-adult life. Life after divorce is often 
lonely, with one or both parties emotionally wounded. So, 
no, I can’t just say that it’s OK.

“But I assume the question is to the ecclesiastical legality 
of divorce within the Hindu tradition. Hindu culture deeply 
values marriage and family. The community takes a portion 
of the responsibility for keeping couples together. However, 
there is also the very pragmatic understanding that some 
marriages are toxic, and must be ended for the betterment 
of all concerned. There is no prohibition against divorce or 
remarriage.”

The Rev. Kevin Niehoff, O.P., a Dominican priest 
who serves as adjutant judicial vicar, Diocese of Grand 

Rapids, responds:
“No, in the Catholic Church, there is no such thing as 

divorce. The Church, through its ministry does recog-
nize the sometimes there is a problem at the time a man 
and a woman marry. If at the time of the marriage it may 
be judged that the problem is grave and believe it or not a 
grave defect is provable, then the Church through the min-
istry of its own legal system called a Tribunal may declare 
that a sacrament never took place. This is not divorce.

“This is declaring that there was an impediment so great 
that the marriage bond could never be considered a sacra-
ment.”

The Rev. Michael Nasser, who writes from an East-
ern Christian perspective and is pastor of St. Nicholas 
Orthodox Christian Church, responds:

“While divorce is never a good thing, Eastern Orthodoxy 
has accepted it as an extreme measure of remedy when a 
marriage becomes so toxic that staying together is worse for 
the respective spouses and those around them, than main-
taining the marriage. Anyone involved in a failed marriage 
is encouraged to spend a signifi cant time and repentance 
for their part in the failure in the holy state of marriage, and 
fi nd in that repentance — as in all repentance — the way to 
the Kingdom of Heaven.”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister at All Souls 
Community Church of West Michigan, a Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, responds:

“The short answer is, yes, divorce is OK. But I think it is 
also important to add that divorce is a loss whether you are 
the one who wanted it or not. And with any loss we should 
honor the grief that may come with that loss. So, while it 
may be OK to divorce, it is not easy for anyone. Divorce is 
one of those diffi  cult decisions in life where I fi rmly believe 
the church needs to be compassionate and understanding 
to both parties and not judgmental. Unitarian Universalists 
believe that divorce is hard on the individuals and the fam-
ily, and therefore a church should be a place of support and 
understanding.”

My response:
When a marriage breaks down, the last thing I want 

to do is pile guilt on the spouses trying to recover from 
the failed relationship with a blanket statement that the 
spouses need to repent of their failure to sustain the mar-
riage. Judaism has a ritual process to release the marriage 
and hopefully provide a framework for beginning to heal. 
In that sense, with the consent of both spouses, divorce is 
acceptable from a Jewish perspective.

ETHICS & RELIGION TALK

Even if acceptable, 
divorce isn’t a trivial act
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HOWE-MERWIN, HELEN

HELEN CAROLYN (RUSH) 
HOWE-MERWIN
Helen Carolyn Howe-Merwin 
passed away peacefully from 
natural causes on April 12, 
2020.  She was born in Battle 
Creek, Michigan on August 
15, 1933 to Carroll I and Har-
riett J. (Rode) Rush.
Carolyn was preceded in 
death by husband Charles 
“Chuck” W. Howe in 1999 and 
Dale A. Merwin in 2012.  She 
was also preceded in death 
by her sister Mary Jo Camp-
bell of Battle Creek.  Carolyn 
is survived by her sister Ann 
Crowell of California and three 
loving children and their fami-
lies: Sherri Ann (John) Music 
of Clinton Twp, MI, Gloria 
Jean (Robert) Schneider of 
Highland, MI, Robert Charles 
(Sue) Howe of Grand Rapids, 
MI, nine grandchildren and 
eighteen great grandchildren.  
She was also blessed to have 
three additional great grand-
children on their way.
Carolyn graduated from Battle 
Creek Central High School in 
1951, attended Kellogg Com-
munity graduating in 1983 
with an Associates in Applied 
Science.  She also attended 
classes from Western Michi-
gan University and Michigan 
State University.
Carolyn was a dedicated ser-
vant of God and touched many 
lives through her kindness 
and outgoing personality.  She 
was a church organist her en-
tire life even until the time of 
her death when she was re-
siding at Sentinel Pointe Re-
tirement Community in Grand 
Rapids, MI.  She spent most 
of her career at Transamerica 
Insurance Company in down-
town Battle Creek retiring in 
1999.  She also was employed 
at Lakeview School District for 
6 years.
She was a member of the 
Battle Creek Chamber of 
Commerce, Symphony, and 
Community Chorus.  She was 
also a member of Altrusa Club 

and Altrusa Nursery Board.  
She was a member of the 
Battle Creek Alumni Acapella 
Choir, Sweet Adeline’s and 
many other choirs over the 
years.  She loved music and 
participated in many musical 
endeavors during her lifetime 
in Battle Creek.  In addition to 
playing the organ she played 
piano, violin, viola, banjo and 
accordion.  She was a truly 
accomplished musician.
She was a past member and 
president of the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, 
very active in the Republican 
party, serving as campaign 
chairman for a State Repre-
sentative and loved vacation-
ing in northern Michigan with 
her family and friends.  Caro-
lyn was also an avid reader, 
enjoyed camping, square 
dancing and bowling.
Her interment will be at Me-
morial Park Cemetery next 
to her husband of 48 years 
Chuck.  Services will be pri-
vate for family only.
In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be given to 
CitylinC, https://www.citylinc.
org/ or send to CityLinC Min-
istries,  70 Calhoun Street, 
Battle Creek,  MI. 49017.  Ar-
rangements by Kempf Fam-
ily Funeral and Cremation 
Services, 2838 Capital Ave 
SW, Battle Creek, MI 49015. 
Please visit https://www.
kempffuneralhome.com for 
assistance with memorials, 
to view the on line obituary, 
sign the on line guest book or 
leave messages and condo-
lences for the family.

HEYDENBURG, NANCY A.

Age 82, entered her heavenly 
home April 15, 2020. Nancy 
was born February 13, 1938 
in Grand Rapids to the late 
Woodrow and Margaret (Hop-
kins) Proctor. On May 3, 1957 
she married Douglas Heyden-
burg. Nancy was a member 
of Alpine Baptist Church and 
will be remembered for her 
love of crafts and especially 
her love for her grandchil-
dren. She is survived by her 
husband of 62 years, her chil-
dren, Paul (Julie) Heydenburg 
of Sparta, Marcia Palasck of 
Marne, Steven (Melinda) Hey-
denburg of Cedar Springs, 
Alan (Lisa) Heydenburg of 
Cedar Springs, Philip Hey-
denburg of Coopersville; 11 
grandchildren and 13 great 
grandchildren. Also surviving 
are her sisters, Cathy (Jo-
seph) Gillard of Ada, Carole 
(Robert) Reese of Pheasant 
Hill, MO; and sister-in-law, 
Yvonne (Roger) Wynsma of 
Grandville. She was preceded 
in death by her sister, Mary 
Jane Lamse. A private family 
service will be held Saturday 

April 18, 2020 at Heritage Life 
Story Funeral Home, 2120 
Lake Michigan Drive NW. In-
terment will be in Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens. Memorials 
may be made to Alpine Baptist 
Church. Please visit Nancy’s 
web page to read more of her 
life story, leave a memory or 
condolence at
www.heritagelifestory.com.
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