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50 years later:  NASA’s Apollo 
13 was the ultimate test of our 
ingenuity. Inside today

‘Houston,
we’ve had
a problem.’

THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK   RELIGION

Yes, we can celebrate. 
Just do it diff erently.

Douglas Kindschi   Guest opinion

I remember Easter Sunday celebrations. 
Brass instruments accompanying the pro-
cessional, choirs singing the Hallelujah 
Chorus, churches filled with extra seat-
ing brought in for the service, the new out-
fits and Easter bonnets. I even remember 
some of the sermons. Sometimes the day 
began with an Easter sunrise service at 
dawn. Once, while traveling in Europe, we 
attended an Easter midnight vigil where the 
cathedral was darkened as we approached 
midnight. Then a single candle was lit and 
from it others ignited their candles until the 
whole church was bathed in light and fi lled 
with singing.

But not this year.
As a child, I remember Easter egg hunts 

with the extended family or at some pub-
lic event. There was also the dyeing of Eas-
ter eggs. As a parent, we would have the fun 
of hiding the eggs, often plastic ones filled 
with candy. It was a day of families gathering, 
churches fi lled, and public events.

But not this year.
And it wasn’t just that one day. Holy Week 

began the previous Sunday on what is known 
as Palm Sunday, where Jesus’ entry into Jeru-
salem was celebrated. Sometimes children 
would become part of the procession, waving 
palm branches. As the week progressed, some 
churches had Maundy Thursday services 
commemorating the Passover meal Jesus 

spent with his disciples, which we now refer 
to as the Last Supper. The wine and the bread, 
which are central elements in that Jewish 
meal, called the Seder, were used by Jesus to 
represent his blood and body and became the 
central elements of the Christian Eucharist.

But not this year.
This year, churches are closed to the pub-

lic. Some services are livestreamed from the 
sanctuary with just a few clergy and some-
times a musician or two present (sepa-
rated from each other by the recommended 
6-foot standard). For others, the participants 
remain in their homes and remotely come 
together through online technology to cre-
ate an event.

The coronavirus is not just attacking 
Christians and Easter celebrations. 

Even though the Jewish calendar and the 
Western Gregorian calendar are somewhat 
different, Passover and Holy Week occur 
during the same general time of the year. 

This year, Passover began on April 9, the 
same day Christians recognize the original 
Last Supper. Our Jewish brothers and sisters 
would normally get together to celebrate on 
this very special occasion. 

But not this year.
Our Muslim friends and neighbors in a 

couple weeks will begin their month-long 

Karen Garland, left, and Elizabeth Petrides, both of Grand Blanc, kneel in prayer as they receive a blessing from the Rev. Joe Krupp and 
Deacon Denny Pennell in a procession throughout the Bella Vista neighborhood on March 22 in Grand Blanc. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, worship practices and places have had to adjust for health and safety.   Jake May, MLive.com

Unity and strength: Religious faithful  can unite to get through diffi  cult season

“If God wanted us to 
experience global 
solidarity, I can’t 
think of a better way. 
We all have access to 
this suffering, and it 
bypasses race, gender, 
religion, and nation.”
Richard Rohr, ecumenical teacher, 
Christian mystic and Franciscan monk

SEE CELEBRATE, A4

Michael Kransz   mkransz@mlive.com

G R A N D  R A P I D S  —  Chad Kauffma n 
dreamed he was trapped under a pile of 
rubble. He tried to scream, but no words 
came out.

While it was only a dream, the reality 
was bad: He was under medical sedation 
with a tube down his trachea funneling air 
to and from his lungs.

Kauffman is among a growing num-
ber of coronavirus COVID-19 patients who 
have recovered from the respiratory dis-
ease after requiring critical care to survive.

His recovery marks a first, though, for 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s in Grand Rap-
ids, as Kauff man was the fi rst critical care 
patient to be discharged from there.

Health care workers at the hospital 
lined the halls Wednesday  and greeted the 
40-year-old Kentwood resident with fan-
fare as he was wheeled out for discharge.

Mercy Health posted a video capturing 
the moment on Facebook, and it has been 
watched so far by thousands. Mercy Health 
declined to share how many others cur-
rently are receiving critical care at the hos-
pital for COVID-19.

THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Health care 
workers cheer 
recovered 
patient
Kentwood resident is the fi rst 
virus critical care recovery at 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s

NOTE TO READERS

No Parade this week
Please note that Parade Magazine is taking 
the Easter holiday off , but it will return in 
next Sunday’s paper.   

SEE RECOVERY, A4
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Kauffman said he was glad that those 
who helped him and others were able to see 
a critical care recovery.

“I know they work hard and see few or 
very little results sometimes,” he said.

Kauffman fell ill with what he thought 
was a bad head cold in early March. His 
symptoms worsened about two weeks later, 
and by March 19 or so, he was hospitalized.

“I said goodbye to everybody,” he 
recalled of leaving home for the hospital. 
“You just say goodbye, and you don’t know 
if you’re going to be returning home at 
some point or not.”

Kauffman doesn’t remember a good 
chunk of the three or so weeks that he 
was hospitalized with the disease. He was 
sedated for about a week, and then it took 
about three to four days to come out of the 
fog.

The most frightening part of the expe-
rience was not being able to have his wife, 
Johana Kauffman, by his side, he said.

Most hospitals are not allowing non- 
essential visitors in an effort to save per-
sonal protective gear for workers and stop 

the further spread of coronavirus.
As he was being sedated, he said he was

comforted by a nurse who held his hand.
In the time he was awake, Chad Kauffman

was able to talk with his wife via phone. She
contracted the virus as well but had a mild
case that did not require hospitalization.

“Always believe in the power of prayer,”
Kauffman said. “Always be open and willing
to give those prayers if needed.”

He warned people to take the disease and
the government’s social distancing rules
seriously. He wants people to think before
posting something dubious about corona-
virus on social media.

Mercy Health officials said they are
inspired by Kauffman’s story.

“We are inspired by the hope and resil-
ience of our patients, particularly with this
recovery story,” Mercy Health said.

“It’s our mission to be a compassionate
and transforming healing presence within
our communities, and we are honored to
serve throughout this pandemic. We pray
for all of the health care workers, patients
and their families, for their health and well-
being.”

Recovery
FROM A1
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While Kent County’s coronavirus COVID-
19 cases still are climbing, health officials say 
they still are encouraged by the data.

Kent County Health Department data, now 
shown on a three-page dashboard on the coun-
ty’s website, includes racial data for COVID-19 
cases.

In Southeast Michigan and across the coun-
try, a major concern is that COVID-19 cases are 
disproportionately affecting African Ameri-
can residents.

In Muskegon County, for example, about 
59% of the cases involve African American res-
idents, while census data shows the county’s 
black population at 18%.

In Kent County, the number of black resi-
dents with COVID-19 is about 19% of the coun-
ty’s total cases. African Americans make 
up about 10.5% of the county’s population, 
according to the latest census data.

Of the black residents with COVID-19, 93% 
in the “urban” area of Grand Rapids, Kent-
wood, Walker, Wyoming and Grandville.

The toll COVID-19 is having on African 
Americans has garnered state and national 
attention as similar disparities are repeated 
elsewhere. 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer on Thursday 
announced the creation of a state task force 
to examine the reasons for the increased toll 
of COVID-19 on African Americans and other 
minorities.

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, the state’s chief 
medical executive, said reasons for the 
higher toll on African Americans could 
include the fact they are “disproportionately 
impacted by poverty, working in lower-wage 
jobs, unable to work from home, needing to 
use public transportation, lack the ability to 
isolate sick individuals in their home appro-
priately or disproportionately have a higher 
rate of chronic health conditions.”

Among Kent County’s total cases, 53% are 
female and 47% are male.

Kent County Health Department Director 
Adam London said he remains encouraged 
by the county’s numbers.

In a Facebook video posted Thursday, 
London said the county is continuing to 
extend its “days to double” ratio for COVID-
19 cases, which is the estimate of time it will 
take for the number of  cases to double. 

The higher the number, the longer it will 
take for those cases to increase that much. 

THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Kent County includes coronavirus 
racial data in recent update

celebration of Ramadan, one of the five pil-
lars of Islam. While Ramadan is a time of 
fasting each day from dawn to dusk, it con-
cludes after sundown with a joyous cere-
mony and meal called iftar. This is often 
shared with friends and family, and often 
with the whole religious community. 

But not this year.
What are we to make of this particular cri-

sis when an invisible microbe has brought 
the whole world to its knees? Rabbi Jona-
than Sacks, former chief rabbi of Great Brit-
ain, notes that religions and nations have 
faced crises throughout history, but not at 
the same time and not by a common enemy.

Will this global pandemic bring us 
together as we face our common enemy? 
Will it give us a new appreciation for science 
and medicine as we care for those affected 

and search for a cure? Will it help us to look 
beyond religion, race and nation to see our 
common humanity?

Crises do have the potential for nega-
tive response. We could fight over needed 
resources; we could blame others or look for 
some scapegoat to hold responsible.

But crises like wars can also bring people 
together. It could remind us of the need to 
stick together and to share. It could remind us 
of our lack of power to control everything. It 
could teach us humility.

The famous religious leader and Prot-
estant reformer Martin Luther called for 
action, not mere acceptance. Back in 1527, a 
deadly plague hit Luther’s town of Witten-
berg, Germany. In a lengthy letter to fel-
low pastor and friend Dr. John Hess, he 
addressed the question, “Whether One 
Should Flee from A Deadly Plague.”

Luther wrote: “I shall ask God mercifully 
to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help 
purify the air, administer medicine and take 
it. I shall avoid places and persons where 
my presence is not needed in order not to 
become contaminated and thus perchance 
inflict and pollute others and so cause their 
death as a result of my negligence.” Sounds 
like advice coming from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention almost 500 
years later.

Richard Rohr, a widely recognized ecu-
menical teacher, Christian mystic and Fran-
ciscan monk, sees our current situation as 
an opportunity for our coming together. 

He wrote, “If God wanted us to experience 
global solidarity, I can’t think of a better way. 
We all have access to this suffering, and it 
bypasses race, gender, religion, and nation.” 
He calls it a “highly teachable moment.”

Rabbi Sacks also sees hope in our situa-
tion. 

In a recent interview on BBC he said,
“We’re coming through this feeling a much
stronger sense of identification with others,
a much stronger commitment to helping
others. This, in a tragic way, is probably the
lesson we needed as a nation and as a world.”

He believes that we cannot go through an
experience like this without being changed.
He sees it as an opportunity for good.

How will we celebrate Easter this year?
Let us come together, no matter our reli-
gious traditions, and seize the opportunity
to affirm one another and work for the com-
mon good of all humanity.

Douglas Kindschi is director of the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley State 
University in Allendale.

Celebrate
FROM A1

“We are inspired by the hope and resilience of our 
patients, particularly with this recovery story.”
Mercy Health 
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