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CHICAGO � Alarmed by President Donald
Trump’s campaign proposals to crack down
on immigration and subsequent execu-
tive orders that called for barring refugees
and expediting deportations, hundreds of
churches, synagogues andmosques nation-
wide are considering the bold move to pro-
vide sanctuary to immigrants who are living
in the United States illegally.
“When Trump was elected, it turned

into an immediate priority situation,” said
the Rev. Beth Brown, pastor of Lincoln Park
Presbyterian Church, the first Chicago-area
house of worship since the election to offer
immigrants who face deportation a place to
stay. (About two dozen in the Chicago area
are considering becoming part of the sanc-
tuarymovement.)
As the political climate shifts, activ-

ists say, the nature of the movement may
change. Though federal authorities say they
will continue to avoid raiding hospitals,
schools and houses of worship, activists fear
that sacred spacesmight become targets.

CONCEPT HAS LONGHISTORY
The idea of sanctuary goes back centu-

ries. Greeks andRomans offered limited pro-
tections to criminals who sought shelter in
temples. From the fourth to 17th centuries,
English law granted immunity to fugitives
as long as they were inside a church. The
more contemporary approach to sanctuary
as a political movement in the U.S. unfolded
in the 1980s. Drawing from sacred texts
that teach loving thy neighbor and welcom-
ing the stranger, churches and synagogues
opened their doors to immigrants fleeing
civil wars in El Salvador andGuatemala.
In 1987, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld

conspiracy convictions of several sanctuary
ministers. But the same court also cleared
the way for many of the Central American
immigrants who were living in churches to
seek asylum,whichwas hailed as a victory.
The movement resurfaced when depor-

tations began to rise during the Bush and
Obama administrations. In 2006, Elvira
Arellano, a former maintenance worker
at O’Hare International Airport, took ref-
uge with her 7-year-old son inside Adal-
berto United Methodist Church in Chicago.
Arrested four years earlier as part of a post-
9/11 sweep of immigrants who were in the
U.S. illegally and working at airports, Arel-
lano became the face of the new sanctuary
movement.
The targeted immigration enforcement

tactics “go against the grain of what our
faith traditions teach us,” said the Rev. Noel
Andersen, of the New York-based Church
World Service, which tracks the sanctuary
movement.
“We believe that we have a higher calling

and that we should respond to a higher law.”
A 2011 memo from the director of Immi-

gration and Customs Enforcement further
empowered the sanctuary movement. Fed-
eral agents were instructed to avoid “sensi-
tive locations” including hospitals, schools
and houses of worship unless there is an
imminent risk.

MORE JOININGMOVEMENT
According to Andersen, 250 congrega-

tions nationwide signed up to help shield
immigrants after raids in 2014. Roundups in
2016 prompted more than 100 more to sup-

port the sanctuary movement. Now, 800
congregations have stepped up, he said.
Gail Montenegro, a spokeswoman for

Immigration and Customs Enforcement
under the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, said agents still are expected to abide by
the 2011 directive.
“DHS is committed to ensuring that peo-

ple seeking to participate in activities or
utilize services provided at any sensitive
location are free to do sowithout fear or hes-
itation,” she said in a statement.
Andersen said people aren’t just afraid of

immigration enforcement. They also worry
that political rhetoric might make legal
immigrantsmore susceptible to discrimina-
tion, hate crimes or profiling.
“What we understand sanctuary to be is

expanding, and it is expanding beyond the
world of just undocumented immigrants,”
Andersen said. “Wewant to be a safe space or
refuge for anybody who is vulnerable or tar-
geted under this administration.”
Andersen said most of the congregations

that sign up for the movement agree to offer
support for individuals in sanctuary — pro-
viding security, preparing meals, distribut-
ing fliers or organizing prayer vigils.
Only 13 churches in the U.S. have

housed individuals, including Univer-

sity Church in Hyde Park. Of the 20 depor-
tation cases that relied on sanctuary since
2014, five are pending in the courts, Ander-
sen said. For most cases, invoking sanctu-
ary is a public declaration. But some sanc-
tuary seekers negotiate with authorities
privately while residing within the walls of
the church.

OBSTRUCTION OF INJUSTICE
After invoking sanctuary in April, the

Rev. Julian DeShazier, pastor of University
Church, said he started spotting unmarked
cars parked around the church. Volunteers
accompany aperson living inside the church
24 hours a day, seven days aweek.
“It’s a security measure for him traveling

from one room to the next,” DeShazier said.
“It’s not towatchhimbut towatch thosewho
arewatching him.”
That said, the protocol at University

Church when there is someone in sanctuary
is to not stand in the way if authorities show
up and present warrants.
“That becomes obstruction of justice,”

he said. “We’re trying to obstruct what we
believe is injustice. We want to follow the
legal process and allow the opportunity to
have due process in the same mode of resis-
tance as civil rights or suffrage.”

Aplace of safety
More houses of worship consider giving sanctuary to immigrants

TheRev. JulianDeShazier, of University Church inHydePark, Illinois, stands in a space usedby someone at the church in sanctuary. Antonio
Perez, Tribune News Service
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In the world of the internet,
it is fascinating how many “experts” there
are on religion, especially somebody else’s
religion. Even though my work the last few
years has been with interfaith dialogue, I
certainly cannot claim to be an expert on
any of the religions, even my own Christian
faith. But what I do claim is that the more
I engage in dialogue with persons of differ-
ent faiths, the more I learn about them and
aboutmy own faith.
Over the years, I have had the privilege of

traveling to many countries where Christi-
anity is the minority religion. These expe-
riences have been very enlightening and, at
the same time, required me to think more
deeply aboutmy beliefs.
The Swedish theologian and New Tes-

tament schola Krister Stendahl became a
leader in interfaith matters. He was a pro-
fessor, then dean of the Harvard Divinity
School, and later selected as a bishop in the
Church of Sweden. He is well known not
only for his books and scholarly articles, but
for his three rules of religious understand-
ing:
1. When you are trying to understand

another religion, you should ask the adher-

ents of that religion and not its enemies.
2. Don’t compare your best to their worst.
3. Leave room for “holy envy.”
For Stendahl, “holy envy” meant being

willing to recognize elements in the other
religious tradition or faith that you admire
and wish could, in some way, be reflected in
your religious tradition or faith.
As one engages in this spirit with other

religious people and traditions and goes
deeper into the essence of these beliefs, cer-
tain principles and values become appar-
ent. For example, various versions of the
“golden rule” are found in most traditions.
In the Jewish tradition, it is summarized by
the statement of Rabbi Hillel, “What is hate-
ful to you, do not do to your fellow: this is the
whole Torah; the rest is the commentary; go
and learn.”
For Christians, it is taken from the words

of Jesus, “Do to others what you want them
to do to you. This is the meaning of the law
of Moses and the teaching of the proph-
ets.” For Islam, it comes from the sayings of
Muhammed, “Wish for your brother, what
youwish for yourself.”
In Hinduism, it is expressed, “One should

never do that to another which one regards
as injurious to one’s own self. This, in brief,
is the rule of dharma.”
Most other religious traditions, as well

as humanist expressions, contain simi-

lar teachings. Other understandings at the
core of many religions include the role of
forgiveness, service and care for the environ-
ment.
The specific beliefs and doctrines of the

various religions differ in many ways, and
it is important to discuss and understand
the different truth claims made. But it also
is instructive, as well as the path to under-
standing and peace, to seek these basic val-
ues at the core of the various belief systems

and appreciate what it means to be human
and howwe can pursue our common good.
Jews, Christians, and Muslims all claim

Abraham as the father of the faith. It is
important to understand why Abraham has
been given this status as a friend of God.
According to the account in Genesis, God

chose him “so that hewill direct his children
and his household after him to keep the way
of the Lord by doing what is right and just.”
(Genesis 18:17)
Now Abraham was called by God more

than 500 years before Moses was given the
law;more than 2,000 years before Jesus; and
more than 2,500 years before Mohammed.
At the base of all these religious and ethical
systemsmust be this principle to “dowhat is
right and just.”
Let us learn all we can from the adherents

of the various faiths, be suspicious of the
enemies who claim to be experts and seek
ways in which we can help and encourage
each person to live up to the highest ideals
of one’s faith.
In our interaction with all of our fellow

humans, let us seek understanding, explore
our differences, and live by these principles
we find in common which are expressed in
the golden rule and in theAbrahamic princi-
pal to dowhat is right and just.
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Learn from other faiths; seek common ground
When you
are trying to
understand
another religion,
you should ask
the adherents
of that religion and
not its enemies.

“We believe that
we have a higher
calling and thatwe
should respond
to a higher law.”
The Rev. Noel Andersen, ChurchWorld Service


