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Ben Guarino TheWashington Post

In the late 1940s, young Bedouin goatherds discovered a cave in the Judean Desert, bored like the path of a giant termite into the hillside.

Within the cave, the teenagers found something puzzling: ancient jars in rows. The jars held the first of the parchments that would come

to be known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. The scrolls’ discovery kicked off a search that lasted for nearly a decade. By 1956, archaeologists and

Bedouin explorers reported finding 11 such caverns, all to the northwest of the Dead Sea near the region of Qumran.

Now, Israeli and U.S. archaeologists
have announced they found compel-
ling evidence for a 12thDead Sea Scroll
cave.

Mostly written in Hebrew, though
a few were in Aramaic and Greek, the
scrolls’ text dates back roughly 2,000
years. Best estimates suggest that the
authors inscribed their words at vari-
ous points between the early 1st cen-
tury BC and 70 AD, known as the Sec-
ond Temple Period. A postage-sized
scrap of the scrolls — and most were
found in such small bits — can fetch a
huge sum at auction.

But scholars of antiquity would
argue that the information held within
the scrolls, the Psalms and religious
texts from 2,000 years ago, is priceless.
These scrolls, which include sections
of the Hebrew Bible and the earliest
known version of the Ten Command-
ments, have been hailed as one of the
greatest archaeological finds of the
20th century.

The search continues, decades later.
“It is the first time in 60 years we have
the first evidence of a new scroll cave,”
Oren Gutfeld, a researcher at Hebrew
University of Jerusalem’s Institute
of Archaeology, told the Washington
Post. “We knew about 11 caves, and
now we have 12.”

The cave had been mapped as part
of a cursory survey in 1992. But the
new evidence comes from more-thor-
ough excavation. Gutfeld and his col-

leagues at the Hebrew University,
along with a team led by archaeologist
Randall Price, from Virginia’s Liberty
University, found the cave as part of an
ongoing “Operation Scroll.”

Therewas nonewDead Sea Scroll to
add to the record. The scientists found
nearly everything but a completed
scroll. The paraphernalia included
smashed and emptied jars, as well as
a leather strap of the type that would
have bound a scroll together.

Thieves had beaten the archaeolo-
gists by more than half a century. The

cavern was looted 60 years ago, Gut-
feld said, during the rush to find the
other Qumran caves. A telltale pair of
iron pickaxe heads, of the type used
by Bedouin looters, was found next to
a smashed jar.

“Thank God they took only the
scrolls,” Gutfeld told The Post. “They
left behind all the evidence that the
scrolls were there.”

Though it had been plundered,
the cave still had stories to tell. Gut-
feld said the cave contained ancient
arrowheads, flint knives and a seal

made from a carved semiprecious
stone called carnelian. These artifacts
predated the scroll’s Second Temple
Period; humans must have used the
caves for at least 10,000 years, the
archaeologist said, going back to the
8th or 9th millennium BC.

At one point during the excavation,
Gutfeld found a small, tightly rolled
piece of fabric. It took several days of
careful laboratory work to unroll the
scrap, only to discover that the roll was
blank. The fabric was in the process of
becoming scroll parchment, Gutfeld
said.

The ancient Hebrew people who
placed the jars in the caves “still
needed to do some processing.”

“Operation Scroll” will continue to
the desert northwest of the Dead Sea,
in the hopes that the rough hills might
hold additional precious antiquities.
The effort will last for about another
three years, Gutfeld told The Post,
exploring some 300 caves.

The archaeologists cannot afford to
tarry. The Israel Antiquities Authority
has warned that looters are still look-
ing for lost Qumran caves to plunder.

“We are in a race against time as
antiquities thieves steal heritage
assets worldwide for financial gain,”
said Israel Hasson, Director-General
of the Israel Antiquities Authority, in
a news release.

“Finds of huge importance are still
waiting to be discovered.”

An Israel Antiquities Authority employeeworks on fragments of theDead Sea
Scrolls in Jerusalem in 2013. A postage-sized scrap of the scrolls— andmost
were found in such small bits— can fetch a huge sumat auction. AP files
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Archaeologists say they found a 12th cave that held Dead Sea scrolls

This section of a piece of theDead Sea Scrolls shows the Psalms. The Israel Antiquities Authority
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In a time of conflict, it is
easy to become discouraged
and feel all is lost. Rabbi Jon-
athan Sacks wrote an essay
a couple of years ago about
“Surv iv ing Fai lure .” He

recounts the story of Joseph from theHebrew
Scriptures. This well-known story is not only
familiar to Jews and Christians, but also
appears as Sura (chapter) 12 in the Qur’an.

Joseph, after being sold into slavery in
Egypt, becomes the official in charge of pre-
paring for the coming famine. When his
brothers come to buy food, they are con-
fronted by Joseph, whom they do not rec-
ognize as they see him only as the Egyptian
viceroy named Zophenat Paneakh.

When his identity is revealed, they are
understandably frightened, but Joseph
responds with reassurance: “I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.
And now, do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for
God sent me before you to preserve life. For
the famine has been in the land these two

years; and there are five more years in which
there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
God sent me before you to preserve for you
a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. So, it was not you who sent
me here, but God.” (Genesis 45:3-8)

Following the death of Jacob, their father,
the brothers are again fearful that Joseph
now will take his revenge. Instead, Joseph
reaffirms his forgiveness with the words: “Do
not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. So
have no fear; Imyself will provide for you and
your little ones.”

“In this way, he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.”(Genesis 50:19-20)

Sacks reflects, “This is a crucial moment in
thehistoryof faith. Itmarks thebirthof forgive-
ness, the first recorded moment at which one
person forgives another for a wrong they have
done.But, it alsoestablishesanother important
principle: the idea of divine providence. His-
tory…has apurpose, a point, a plot.”

His essay continues by recounting other
examples of apparent failures that were later
resolved.

For example, J.K. Rowling’s original Harry
Potter manuscriptwas rejected by 12 publish-
ers before finally being accepted. William
Golding, who eventually received the Nobel
Prize for literature, had his novel “Lord of the
Flies,” rejected 21 times. Even the Beatles, at
their first recording audition, were told that
guitar bands were on their way out and they
would “have no future in show business.”

Could it be in spite of confusion and con-
flict that there is more to the story? This is
certainly a time of increased fear and threats
to Muslim, Jewish and other faith commu-
nities. As described in last week’s column,
Islamophobia and anti-Semitism is on the
rise. And as we have seen in other times of
prejudice and hate, violence spills over to
other minority groups as well. Yet, dark as
it may seem, one can find hope. A Muslim
friend recently told me he believes that God
is at work, since he has experienced so many
people and groups express support and soli-
darity in this time of threat.

The Christian story also has, at its very
center, the event that appears to be a total
failure, when Jesus on the cross cries out,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Mark 15:34) Yet out of this apparent

failure comes the basis for the Christian
belief of forgiveness and the promise of hope.

Rabbi Sacks calls Joseph’s act of forgive-
ness a “reframing” of his situation. He no
longer sees himself as a victim wronged by
his brothers. He sees himself on a mission
to save lives. He sees purpose rather than an
opportunity for revenge.

Sacks continues, “This single act of
reframing allowed Joseph to live without
a burning sense of anger and injustice. It
enabled him to forgive his brothers and be
reconciled with them. It transformed the
negative energies of feelings about the past
into focused attention to the future. … He
showed the power of reframing. We cannot
change the past. But, by changing the way
we think about the past, we can change the
future.”

This is not only a challenge for families, as
was the case with Joseph. Sacks also calls for
the religious communities to reframe their
histories and put aside the sibling rivalries
that have divided them and often led to con-
flict and violence. It is time to affirm those
basic values of forgiveness and love in the
cause of peace.
Interfaith@gvsu.edu
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