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D uring last year’s presidential campaign, some Chris-
tian leaders comparedDonaldTrump to various bib-
lical kings, most often as a modern-day David, an

imperfectman chosen byGod to lead Israel.
Recently, televangelist Paula White, a prosperity gospel

pastor and spiritual adviser to Trump, made another scrip-
tural comparison — this time between the president and a
Jewishwoman in the Bible.
Appearing on “The Jim Bakker Show” on Aug. 22, White

saidTrump’s victory inNovemberwas akin toEsther becom-
ing queen in theHebrewBible because bothwere unconven-
tional choices for the roles they received.
Esther, as the story goes in Jewish and Christian scrip-

ture, was an orphan hand-picked by the Persian king to be
his new queen at a time when Jews were persecuted. In her
position shewas able to stop a plan to kill all the Jewish peo-
ple in Persia. The Bible says Esther was placed there by God
for this purpose.
“Because God says that he raises up and places all people

in places of authority it is Godwho raises up a king. It is God
that sets one down,”White said on the show.
Esther did not have the image or the background to be

queen, yet God chose her, White said. The same is true for
Trump’s ascent to the presidency, she believes.
God is “raising up Esthers,” she said.
Stephen Strang, the founder of Charisma Magazine, a

Pentecostal news site, said Christians often look for spiritual
parallels inmodern-day life, so it is natural for them tomake
these comparisons between Trump and biblical figures,
though he could not remember previous presidents, Demo-
crat or Republican, similarly being associated this way.

PREACHING THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL
White has known Trump since the early 2000s, and he

chose her as one of the clergy members to pray at his inau-
guration. The choice was controversial, as The Washington
Post’s Julie Zauzmer wrote then, because prosperity gospel
says true believers of Godwill receive both eternal salvation
and material wealth on Earth. Other Christians say this is
heretical, and warn that preachers like White profit off their
gospel by asking followers formoney.
Two years ago, comedian John Oliver did a segment dis-

secting the practices of prosperity gospel. In 2007, Sen.
Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, launched an investigation into
spending by televangelists, including White. But its report
three years later did not reach any conclusions.
During her appearance last week, White went on to

encourage viewers to be obedient and loyal to Trump
because it iswhatGodwants. If Godhadn’t intervened in the
U.S. elections, she said, religious libertieswouldhave eroded
to such an extent that people would have had to pray in an
“underground church”within five years.
White’s perspective is similar — albeit perhaps more dra-

matic — to many conservative Christian leaders who have
increasingly said in recent years that growing tolerance for
liberal mores and secularism comes at a cost to traditional
faith. Many GOP candidates, including Trump, said during
the campaign that protecting the religious liberty of tradi-
tional believers was among their top priorities.
Lance Wallnau, a Christian author, claimed God spoke to

him and showed him that Trump was like King Cyrus, who
followedGod’s will despite being a pagan.
“I really believe that the mercy of God intervened in this

last election cycle and gave us an individual who has the

willpower and the tenacity to be able to do a reset,” Wallnau
told CBN News in March. “I heard the Lord, ‘Donald Trump
is awrecking ball to the spirit of political correctness.’”
Strang shares Wallnau’s belief that Cyrus is the more apt

comparison, showing that “God can raise up a leader to res-
cue his people” even if that leader comes from an untradi-
tional background.Hedoesn’t quite see theEsther one, how-
ever.

ANOTHER INTERPRETATION
White’s analogy was equally puzzling to Dennis Olson,

a professor of Old Testament theology at Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary. Though he understands the point about
Esther and Trump both being outsiders, he sees more rea-
sonswhy they are opposites.
Esther’s story is one about protecting persecuted ethnic

minorities, said Olson, while the president has won support
from white supremacist groups and seeks to crack down on
immigration.
But evangelical Christians in America see themselves as

persecuted by an increasingly secular nation and seeTrump
as the one chosen to fight for them. On that subject, Strang
has written a book to be released in November called, “God
andDonaldTrump,”which examines Trump’s “divine”win.
“I believe that Bible-believing Christians have been pray-

ing for a turn in our country and we feel our religious liber-
ties have been eroded and our country is less and less godly,”
Strang said. “And somehow, some way, his election was a
partial answer to our prayer.”
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President Donald Trump speaks in theRoseGarden of theWhiteHouse inWashington inMay before signing an executive
order aimed at easing an IRS rule limiting political activity for churches. Behindhim, from left, are Cardinal DonaldWuerl,
archbishop ofWashington; Pastor JackGraham; andPaulaWhite, senior pastor of NewDestiny Christian Center inApopka,
Florida. Evan Vucci, Associated Press
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“These are times that try
men’s souls.” Quoting Thomas Paine, Rabbi
Lord Jonathan Sacks began his TED2017
talk in Vancouver last April. Recognizing
that it is also true today, he cited the growth
of extremism, divisive elections and divided
societies that leads to the anxiety and the
fear that threatens our faith in the future.
But his talk, titled “How we can face the
futurewithout fear,” gives us amore hopeful
message. The video of his 12-minute talk is
available at bit.ly/Sacks_atTED , and it iswell
worthwatching.
Sacks addresses the issue by looking at

what people worship, which historically has
included the sun, the stars and many other
things.
“In the 19th and 20th centuries, people

worshiped the nation, the Aryan race, the
communist state. What do we worship?“ he
asks. In today’s world, the emphasis seems
to be on self-realization and self-esteem.
Morality is seen as being true to oneself and
politics a matter of individual rights. He
suggests that future anthropologists will
“look at this wonderful new religious ritual
wehave created… the ‘selfie’…and conclude
that what we worship in our time is the self,
theme, the I.”
Sacks reminds us that formost of our evo-

lutionary history we lived in small groups,
and we are biologically social animals. It
was in such settings that we learned the vir-
tues of altruism, friendship, trust, loyalty

and love. If we are to face the future without
fear, itmust bewith a “we” approach andnot
with somuch of the “I.”
Sacks discusses three dimensions of how

to strengthen the “us” in terms of relation-
ship, identity and responsibility.
To illustrate the “us” of relationship, he

tells a story of his own youthful study of phi-
losophy, absorbed in the existentialists such
as Nietzsche, Sartre and Camus. Being “full
of ontological uncertainty and existential
angst,” he became “self-obsessed and thor-
oughly unpleasant to know.”
But thenhemet a girl whowas everything

that he wasn’t. She was joyful and “radiated
sunshine.” They married and now, 47 years
later, have a happy and large family. He says
it was the best decision of his life “because
it’s the people not like us thatmakeus grow.”

WENEED PEOPLE NOT LIKE US
He refers to a Harvard study that shows

surroundingone’s selfwith thosewithwhom
we agree tends to make one more extreme.
Could the technologies of the internet and
cable news be leading us to more isolation
and interaction only with ideas with which
we agree?
Sacks says we need “face-to-face encoun-

ters with the people not like us … in order to
realize thatwe can disagree strongly and yet
still stay friends.” Furthermore, “every time
we hold out the hand of friendship to some-
bodynot like us,whose class or creed or color
are different from ours, we heal one of the
fractures of our woundedworld.”
Sacks illustrates the “us” of identity by

noting that while memorials in England

usually have just the name of the person
being honored, in the United States, the
memorials to Lincoln, Jefferson, andMartin
Luther King are surrounded by quotations
from their writings and speeches.
“America was from the outset a nation

of wave after wave of immigrants,” he
explains, “so it had to create an iden-
tity, which it did by telling a story which
you learned at school, you read on memori-
als and you heard repeated in presidential
inaugural addresses.”
Telling the story is important in building

a nation’s identity.
“When you tell a story, your identity is

strong, you can welcome the stranger, but
when you stop telling the story, your iden-
tity getsweak and you feel threatened by the

stranger.”
The third dimension, the “us” of responsi-

bility, is based on what Sacks calls his favor-
ite phrase of all of politics: “We the people.”
It is a call to “share collective responsibility
for our collective future.”
Rather than thinking that some strong

leader will solve our problems, which also
tends toward the extreme, we must come
together in a politics of all of us together.
We discover “that a nation is strong when it
cares for theweak, that it becomes richwhen
it cares for the poor, it becomes invulnerable
when it cares about the vulnerable. That is
what makes great nations.” That is how we
move from the politics of me to the politics
of us.

‘SEARCH AND REPLACE’
Sacks concludes his TED Talk by mak-

ing a simple suggestion to “do a search and
replace operation” in our thinking. Instead
of “self,” replace it with “other.” Instead of
thinking about self-help and self-esteem,
think other-help and other-esteem.
By doing so, he suggests, we will feel the

power of what Sacks considers “one of the
most moving sentences of all religious lit-
erature: ‘Though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
you are with me.’ We can face any future
without fear so long as we know we will not
face it alone.”
Let us heed this call to come together,

resist the “me” culture, and find strength in
our diversity by affirming the other.
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Face the future without fear by coming together
If we are to face
the futurewithout
fear, itmust
bewith a “we”
approach and
notwith somuch
of the “I.”
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