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B
SECTION

By Sarah Larimer
The Washington Post

S
am Bussan says he was almost
ready to leave for the day.
It was late one September

afternoon, and Bussan, a junior at
Lewis & Clark College in Oregon,
was getting ready to leave the

school’s archives, where he worked.
But, as he was walking out, Bussan

spotted a sign on a shelf.
“Bibles four boxes,” the sign read.
“And I thought that was interesting,”

Bussan said.
So he investigated.
He looked in one box, then another, he

recalled in an interview.
Eventually, Bussan found a Geneva

Bible, whichmight be more than
400 years old.
“More than anything else, it’s just very

moving to have something that has made
it 400 years, sitting right in front of me,”
Bussan said.
A find like this Geneva Bible is signifi-

cant not necessarily because of the book’s
age (which is sort of confusing, more on
that later), but because of the larger story
it can tell, said Zachariah Selley, associ-
ate head of special collections and college
archives at Lewis & Clark.
“A lot of the ways we teach with this

type of material is, we look at the history
of printing or the history of information,
in context through the ages,” Selley said.
“Not necessarily just looking at the con-
tent of a book.”
In other words, there’s more to take

away from this Bible than just what it con-
tains, Selley said.
Something like this is unique, he said,

because historians can look at its promi-
nence as a way to disseminate informa-
tion from the time.
“The 1599 Geneva version of the Bible is

a perfect example of that, because it’s one
of the best annotated, indexed and refer-
enced versions of the Bible that had been
printed and was available to the general
public at the time, so it was very revolu-
tionary in that way,” Selley said. “And it
was very much kind of mass-produced, to
be able to get that information out.”
Gordon Campbell — a historian for the

Museum of the Bible, expected to open in
2017— said the Geneva Bible was widely
read in England; he called it “really kind of
a study Bible, to be read by individuals.”
The Geneva Bible was “the first

really competent translation of the Old
Testament,” according to Campbell. And
it had extensive notes, to help readers
understand.
According to the Library of Congress,

the Geneva Bible “is also known as the
‘Breeches Bible’ because in its translation
of Genesis, Adam and Evemask their
shame by sewing pants, or ‘breeches,’ out
of fig leaves.”

USEDBYPILGRIMS, PURITANS
The Geneva Bible, the Library of

Congress adds, “was used by the Pilgrims
and Puritans in New England until it was

gradually replaced by the King James
Bible of 1611.
Now, about that 1599 date: Selley said

the book’s age hasn’t been authenticated
by an outside source, but staffers at Lewis
& Clark have experience and training
with antiquarian texts.
He noted printers “did continue to pub-

lish editions of this Bible for several years
with the same imprint title page.” After
a bit more digging, he said more infor-
mation suggested that might have been
printed in the early 1600s, not in 1599.

Still. We can all agree this is a really old
book, right?
Hannah Crumme, the library’s head of

special collections and college archivist,
told the Oregonian that the Geneva Bible
found at Lewis & Clark was in fairly good
condition, with just a few ripped pages.
Here’s more on this particular book’s

history, according to the newspaper:
“Crumme has traced the Bible’s owner-

ship back to Francis Fry, a 19th-century
Bible collector in England. From Fry, the
Bible apparently went to a London book-

seller, who sold it to the Rev. Clarence
Baerveldt, a pastor inWaldport and
Yachats (in Oregon), who gave it to Lewis
& Clark. Along the way, it’s possible the
Bible made a stop in the southern Oregon
community of Roseburg— Crumme said
she found a Roseburg address written on
a page.
“Crumme thinks the Bible was put in

storage in 1967, the year Lewis & Clark
dropped its century-old affiliation with the
Presbyterian Church and the yearWatzek
Library was built, providing a convenient
basement.”
There are so many interesting things

that Bussan, the student who found the
Bible, has noticed, including amap that
shows the location of the Garden of Eden
and a title page, with “tiny little pictures of
about a dozen different saints and proph-
ets and historical figures.”
“I’m interested in that,” he said,

“because I want to go through and see the
significance of the people that they chose
to put in, and see if I can determine why
they selected those particular figures to
put on the first page.”
Selley said he hopes Bussan’s find

serves as a reminder to check out per-
sonal collections, because youmight find
something special, too.
“I would like to see other people redis-

cover material like this,” he said, “hidden
away in their own collections, their own
closets.”

By Douglas Kindschi,
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute

Christians and Jews share
much of the same Scripture,
believe in the one God who

created the universe, accept
the Ten Commandments and
other moral principles, honor
and quote the prophets, find
comfort and
inspiration in the
Psalms, love to
tell the stories of
Abraham, Moses
and David, and
affirm the duty to
love God and love
the neighbor. Yet,
when it comes
to fully accepting the fact that
Jesus was a Jew— “let’s just not
emphasize that.”
Christians see Jesus through

the lens of the creeds, the res-
urrection and as the promised
messiah. His Jewishness is easily
forgotten. For Jews, Jesus is seen

as representing the centuries of
Christian anti-Jewish teaching
and persecution. Yes, he might
have been Jewish but “he’s clear-
ly not one of us.”
The first followers of Jesus

were Jews, including all of his
disciples. The Apostle Paul
affirmed his Hebrew identity as a
member of the tribe of Benjamin,
followed the law and was proud
of his heritage as a Pharisee.
(Philippians 3:5)
Yet, early in the movement,

tensions grew between believers
in Jesus and the Jewish commu-
nity. Soon, it became primarily
a gentile religion. Of course, the
writings of Paul and passages in
the Gospels did not help the mat-
ter with what can be seen as a
very anti-Jewish attitude.
The history of the church and

its connection to political power,
especially following Constantine,
is a very disturbing account. One
of our previous interfaith confer-

ence speakers, James Carroll,
has documented this in his book,
“Constantine’s Sword.”
Fortunately, we have the

opportunity to hear a dynamic
speaker and internationally
respected Jewish scholar, Dr.
Amy-Jill Levine. next week. As
a professor of New Testament
and Jewish studies, she has led
the effort to see Jesus in his
Jewish context. In her book, “The
Misunderstood Jew: The Church
and the Scandal of the Jewish
Jesus,” she writes: “For far too
long, Jesus has been the wedge
that drives Christians and Jews
apart. … Conversations across
religions need not, and should
not, end with all the participants
proclaiming an ultimate unity
of belief. Such an exercise only
waters down both traditions into
a bland universalism that, in an
attempt to be inoffensive, winds
up offending everyone.”
Levine believes Christians will

develop a deeper appreciation
for their own faith when they see
Jesus and his belief and practice
in the context of his Jewishness.
She says: “Today, Jesus’ words
are too familiar, too domesti-
cated, too stripped of their initial
edginess and urgency. Only when
heard through first-century
Jewish ears can their original
edginess and urgency be recov-
ered. Consequently, to under-
stand the man from Nazareth,
it is necessary to understand
Judaism. … If we get Judaism
wrong, we’ll wind up perpetuat-
ing anti-Jewish or anti-Semitic
teachings, and thus the mission
of the church— to spread a gos-
pel of love rather than a gospel of
hate—will be undermined.”

THETIME ISHERE
Levine is convinced the time

is here for Jews and Christians
to understand their “intertwined
histories … and to explore how

the gains in interfaith relations
made over the past several
decades can be nurtured and
expanded.”
Levine will speak on these

themes Tuesday at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids. Her
talk at 1 p.m. is on the Parables
of Jesus. It will be followed
by breakout sessions, as well
as a panel discussion that
includes scholars from Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. The eve-
ning lecture at 7 p.m. is on Jesus
in his Jewish Context.
She alsowill offer aWednesday

morningworkshop for Christian
pastors, educators and students.
Registration is free at our web-

site, interfaithunderstanding.org,
or by calling 616-331-5702.
You are welcome to attend por-

tions of the conference if you can-
not be there for the whole time.
Join us for new insights and

learning on this important topic.
—Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Context through theages

One fact that Christians and Jews don’t want to accept
INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Sam Bussan, a junior at Lewis & Clark College in Oregon, unearthed a centuries-old Geneva Bible in a box in the archives at the col-
lege. This page reads, “This second part of the Bible, conteineth these bookes,” and includes a list of books that runs from the Psalms
to Malachi. According to the Library of Congress, the Geneva Bible “is also known as the ‘Breeches Bible’ because in its translation of
Genesis, Adam and Eve mask their shame by sewing pants, or ‘breeches, ’ out of fig leaves.” (Submitted by Lewis & Clark College)

As college student digs through box in archives, he finds centuries-old Geneva Bible

Kindschi


