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By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

V
ATICAN CITY— Pope Francis
named 17 new cardinals Sunday
— three of them American
moderates, including Chicago
Archbishop Blase Cupich and
Indianapolis Archbishop Joseph

Tobin— in a clear signal to the conserva-
tive U.S. church hierarchy that he values
pastors focused more onmercy thanmor-
als.
Tobin’s nomination also carries a politi-

cal message ahead of the U.S. election
next month, given that he openly opposed
a request from Indiana Gov. Mike Pence,
now the runningmate of Republican
presidential candidate Donald Trump, to
not settle Syrian refugees in the state.
“I am shocked beyond words by the

decision of the Holy
Father,” Tobin tweeted.
“Please pray for me.”
Thirteen of the new

cardinals, including all the
Americans, are younger
than 80 and thus eligible to
vote in a future conclave to
elect Francis’ successor, the
key job of a cardinal.
As is Francis’ tradition, the new cardi-

nals hail from some of the most far-flung
and peripheral corners of the globe, with
Africa, Asia, South America and Oceania
getting far more representation in this
round than Europe, which has long domi-
nated the College of Cardinals.
New “princes” of the church include

bishops from Bangui, Central African
Republic; Port Louis, Mauritius and
Tlalnepantla, Mexico. In all, seven coun-
tries that never had a cardinal are getting
one in this, the third batch of red-hatted
churchmen named by Latin America’s
first-ever pope. Despite the new nomina-
tions, though, Europe still has the most
voting-age cardinals with 54.
Significantly only one Italian elector

was named: Francis’ ambassador to “the
beloved andmartyred Syria,” Cardinal-
elect Mario Zenari.
And one of the older-than-80 cardinals

is a clear sentimental favorite: the Rev.
Ernest Troshani Simoni, of Albania.
Simoni, who turns 88 later this month,

brought Francis to tears when he
recounted his life story to the pope dur-
ing Francis’ 2014 visit to Tirana: the two
decades he spent imprisoned, tortured
and sentenced to forced labor for refusing
to speak out against the Catholic Church
during Albania’s brutal communist rule.
The third American,

Cardinal-elect Kevin
Farrell, the outgoing
bishop of Dallas, was an
expected nomination.
Francis in August named
him to head the big new
Vatican department for
laity, family and life issues.
Speaking Sunday at the

end of a special Mass on the steps of St.
Peter’s Basilica, Francis said the 17 would
be elevated at a consistory on Nov. 19, on

the eve of the close to his Holy Year of
Mercy.
“Their provenance from 11 nations

expresses the universality of the church
that announces and is witness to the good
news of the mercy of God in every corner
of the world,” Francis said.
Their elevation will bring the number

of voting-age cardinals to 120 by the end of
November, the maximum allowed under
current rules. With the non-voting cardi-
nals included, the college by that time will
number 228.With Sunday’s appointees,
Francis will have appointed 44 cardinal
electors and 11 non-electors.

IN FRANCIS’ LIKENESS
Of the new cardinals, Cupich is very

much a pastor in Francis’ likeness,
emphasizing the merciful and welcom-
ing side of the church— somewhat to the
dismay of U.S. conservative Catholics. His
nomination as Chicago archbishop was
Francis’ first major U.S. appointment and
he was a papal appointee at the pope’s big
family synod last year.
In a statement, Cupich said his appoint-

ment was “humbling and encouraging”
and said he hoped that, despite the new
responsibilities, he and his flock would
“continue the task we have begun of
renewing the church in the archdiocese
and preparing it to thrive in the decades
ahead.”
The nomination for Tobin is significant

both for the U.S. church and the U.S.
election and reflects Francis’ ongoing

concern for refugees.
A U.S. federal appeals court recently

used stinging language in a ruling that
will keep Pence from barring Syrian refu-
gee resettlement in Indiana for now.
Trump, the Republican nominee for

president and Pence’s runningmate, has
proposed deporting millions of immi-
grants and banning the entry of Muslims
from other countries.
“You can find a political message” in

the Tobin appointment, said Massimo
Faggioli, a Villanova University expert

on the Vatican.
Tobin’s nomination also could indicate

Francis’ appreciation of his support for
American nuns.
Tobin had been the No. 2 in the Vatican

office for religious orders for only two
years when, in 2012, then-Pope Benedict
XVI sent him back to the U.S. to head
the Indianapolis archdiocese, which has
fewer than 230,000 parishioners.
The transfer was seen in some Vatican

circles as being tied to Tobin’s efforts to
promote dialogue and resolve tensions
between the Vatican and U.S. nuns, who
were subject of two separate Holy See
investigations at the time.
After Francis was elected, both inves-

tigations were concluded with Vatican
praise for the work of the sisters.
Francis has made it a point to no lon-

ger automatically name cardinals from
big dioceses as had been the practice for
centuries. The Italian cities of Venice and
Turin, for example, have been without
cardinals for several years.
The same goes for the U.S., where

such staunchly Catholic archdioceses as
Philadelphia, which hosted Francis last
year at the Catholic Church’s big family
rally, was passed over again. Philadelphia
is headed by the conservative Archbishop
Charles Chaput, who has insisted on tradi-
tional church doctrine.
“It’s a clear message to the United

States Catholic bishops about the kind
of church Francis has in mind,” Faggioli
said.

By Douglas Kindschi
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute

Last week, I wrote about the
coinciding of the Jewish and
Muslim New Years, which

does not happen very often since
the two traditions take different
approaches to coordinating the
lunar year with the solar year.
This week,

Muslims cel-
ebrate Ashura
while, for the
Jews, it is the
most important
High Holy Day of
YomKippur. It is
considered the
most solemn of
the Holy Days, marked by fast-
ing, prayer and atonement for
one’s sins. It is the call for repen-
tance and change.
Repentance and change is a

theme common to many of our
religious traditions.
Former Chief Rabbi of Great

Britain, Jonathan Sacks, has said
God’s greatest gift to us is the
ability to change.
He asks, “Where didWestern

civilization get the idea that peo-
ple can change? It is not an obvi-
ous idea. Many great cultures
have simply not thought in these
terms. The Greeks, for instance,
believed we are what we are,
and we cannot change what we
are. They believed character is
destiny and the character itself is
something we are born with.”
Stories of change, however,

are to be found throughout the
Abrahamic religions.
The story of Jonah in Hebrew

Scripture tells of the warning to
the city of Nineveh that it will be
destroyed, yet, because of repen-
tance, the city is spared.
The prophet Ezekiel cries out,

“Thus says the Lord God:
Repent and turn away from
your idols; and turn away your
faces from all your abomina-

tions” (Ezekiel 14:6).
In this same prophetic tradi-

tion we read in the first book of
the Christian Testament about
John the Baptist, who came
preaching repentance in the
wilderness of Judea. In the next
chapter, when Jesus hears of
John’s imprisonment he picks
up the theme, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 4:1).
No wonder these two Jewish

figures would sound the repen-
tance theme.

PARABLES INANEWLIGHT
In what is perhaps the best-

known of Jesus’ parables, the
prodigal son asks for his inheri-
tance and leaves his family, only
to realize hemust repent, change
his ways and seek to return to
his waiting father.
This parable, along with the

other parables of Jesus, will be
presented in a new light by a

Jewish professor who teaches
New Testament at Vanderbilt
University’s Divinity School.
Dr. Amy-Jill Levine is the

University Professor of New
Testament and Jewish Studies
with appointments in both the
Divinity School and College of
Arts and Sciences. Her lectures
on understanding Jesus in his
Jewish context correct false ste-
reotypes and brings newmean-
ing to his teachings.
We will have the privilege

of hearing her soon, when the
Kaufman Interfaith Institute
presents the annual Interfaith
Consortium Conference at Calvin
College on Nov. 1. This year’s
theme is “Understanding Jesus
Means Understanding Judaism.”
Levine’s many books include

“TheMisunderstood Jew: The
Church and the Scandal of the
Jewish Jesus” and the edited
collection, “The Historical Jesus
in Context.” She is the co-author

of “TheMeaning of the Bible:
What the Jewish Scriptures and
the Christian Old Testament
Can Teach Us” and co-editor
of the Jewish Annotated New
Testament. Her most recent
book is “Short Stories by Jesus:
the Enigmatic Parables of a
Controversial Rabbi.”
Her 1 p.m. talk is on the

“Parables of Jesus” and will be
followed by breakout sessions,
as well as a panel discussion
that includes scholars from all
three traditions reflecting on the
place of Jesus in his first-century
context. The 7 p.m. lecture is on
“Jesus in his Jewish Context.”
Registration andmore informa-

tion for this free conference is at
interfaithunderstanding.orgwith
the opportunity to sign up for
optional lunch and dinnermeals.
Join us for new insights and

learning from our various reli-
gious traditions.
—Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

3U.S.moderatesnamedcardinals

What canwe learn about repentance following YomKippur?
INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Monsignor Joseph William Tobin, Archbishop of Indianapolis, Indiana, is greeted by Pope Francis in 2013 after receiving the Pallium,
a woolen shawl symbolizing his bond to the pope, during a mass in St. Peter’s Basilica, at the Vatican. Tobin was among the 17 new
cardinals named by Pope Francis on Sunday. (AP files)

Archbishop Blase Cupich speaks following
Mass on Sunday at Holy Name Cathedral
in Chicago. The Vatican announced Sunday
that Pope Francis named Chicago Arch-
bishop Cupich among 17 to become
cardinals in a Rome ceremony Nov. 19. (AP)

Pope Francis will elevate 17 church leaders at November ceremony
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