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By Douglas Kindschi
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute,
GVSU

While in Cambridge,
England, I amworking
on two projects which, in

fact, turn out to be very similar.
During my years as the dean of
science at Grand
Valley State
University,
I pursued the
relationship
between
science and
religion. While
at Cambridge
University, I am
a visiting fellow at St. Edmund’s
College, which houses the
Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion.
Their extensive programs have

made them amajor center in this
field. I also had the opportunity
to meet with John Polkinghorne,
considered internationally the

leading figure in combining
insights from science and
theology.
Polkinghorne had a distin-

guished scientific career of more
than 25 years in Cambridge,
where he worked with Nobel
laureate Paul Dirac. He became a
professor of mathematical phys-
ics and published six science
books, plus numerous articles.
In his 40s, he studied for the
Anglican priesthood and, follow-
ing his ordination in the Church
of England, he served for five
years in parish ministry.
He returned to Cambridge as

a chaplain, then later as presi-
dent of Queens’ College until
his retirement in 1996. He has
publishedmore than 20 books
on science and religion; was
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II
in 1997 for distinguished service
to science, religion and learning;
and in 2002 was awarded the
$1.5 million Templeton Prize,

awarded annually for an “excep-
tional contribution to affirming
life’s spiritual dimension.”
It has been a special privilege

tomeet with him periodically at
his home and to be inspired by
his intellect as well as by his deep
belief and gentle personality.
As I reflect onmy efforts at

GVSU in the science and religion
dialogue, I realize that it was
engaging two worldviews that
appear to be in conflict, and yet,
when properly pursued, we find
deep points of convergence and
mutual insight.
Now, as I have becomemore

involved in the interfaith dia-
logue, I realize I am doing the
same thing. The various world
religions, as well as the secular
stance, are different worldviews
that seem to be in deep conflict.
While the world religions

make significantly different fac-
tual claims, they do havemuch
in commonwhen one goes deep

into the values and insights into
what is ultimately meaningful.
During our Year of Interfaith

Service, we experienced people
from a variety of religious and
secular perspectives coming
together in acts of service—
fromworking to provide housing
or food to working on behalf of
the environment. As a communi-
ty and on an interfaith basis, we
raised awareness and enlisted
volunteers to welcome refugees
into our community.
Religions have in common the

impulse to make the ordinary life
of all people more just and equi-
table while affirming that life is
muchmore than just physical
well-being. The various world-
views have different visions of
life’s purpose, but they also bring
a transcendent perspective to
what is truly meaningful.
The various sciences look at

reality by asking different ques-
tions. The biologist pursues

questions of how life develops
and evolves, while the physicist
asks aboutmass, velocity and
matter itself.
Our various religious perspec-

tives also ask different ques-
tions. Each provides its own lens
through which we seek to make
sense of the world. We can learn
from each other in the sciences
and in faith traditions that have
taken seriously the questions of
life, purpose andmeaning.
No one view can claim the

whole of understanding.We are
enriched by interacting and being
in dialogue, both in the sciences
and in interfaith efforts, with
thosewhose experiences and
questions differ from our own.
My experience of exploring

various worldviews and their
potential contributions to a more
complete understanding of real-
ity is, indeed, an inspiring and
fruitful adventure.
—Contact interfaith@gvsu.edu

By Michelle Boorstein
The Washington Post

S
tatistics show America
is losing its religion,
but Krista Tippett sees
something powerful
rising.
To the doyenne of

religion journalism, GOP front-
runner Donald Trump’s surge
reflects “raw human pain.” The
mushrooming percentage of
Americans who say they don’t
identify with any religious label
reveals one of “the most spiritu-
ally vibrant ... spaces in modern
life.” Scientists, seen often as
God skeptics, are “no longer
pushing the mystery out.”
It makes perfect sense that

Tippett would look at the plum-
meting stature of institutional
religion and see instead a bus-
tling spiritual marketplace for
the future. When she founded
her now super-popular radio
show-podcast “On Being” in
the early 2000s, it was called
“Speaking of Faith,” but she
morphed it in a way that paral-
lels a country rapidly becoming
less doctrinaire. The show says
its aim is to explore “What does
it mean to be human, and how
do we want to live?”
Now, Tippett has synthesized

themes and insights from her
years interviewingmajor think-
ers into a book that, in part, lays
out the future of faith— and she
sounds very optimistic.
In her new book “Becoming

Wise,” she describes how faith
“evolves” and where she sees
2016 America in that process.
Here are edited excerpts from

Tippett’s recent interviewwith
Post religion reporter Michelle
Boorstein:

Q: In your book, you talk about
the huge boom in “Nones,”

people who don’t identify with a
particular denomination or label,
and often don’t use God talk to
describe where their sense of
wonder or morality comes from.
If I could generalize about the
wisdom you’ve picked up about
this trend, you do not see this as
an inevitable drive toward secu-
larism. In the book, you call this
“one of the most spiritually
vibrant and provocative spaces in
modern life.” Why?

A:There is a lot of spiritualcuriosity in this group. ...
I hear about churches and syna-
gogues that are full of Nones.
There are a lot of Nones at
seminaries.
There is real theological

engagement. Most importantly,

a lot of ethical passion.
People who were born in the

1970s and ’80s were born into a
particular chapter of American
life where there were a few
toxic, strident voices who were
dominating public talk on
values.
I don’t think we should be

surprised that now this genera-
tion has risen up both inside
and outside the traditions that
says, “I don’t want anything to
do with that kind of religion.”
The paradox is many are gravi-
tating, and I’d say reinvigorat-
ing, some of the core values and
impulses these traditional faiths
rose to address— service, com-
munity, expecting and insisting
religious people and institutions
live what they say.

Q: You write in the book that
the Spiritual But Not

Religious — a popular term for
people who could be seen as a
type of Nones — are “the tip of an
iceberg that has already moved
on.” What does that mean?

A: I think there has beena real evolution from
the kind of Spiritual But Not
Religious, that suggested a
smorgasbord— a little Native
American, a little Buddhist,
Shabbat. There’s been a deepen-
ing over the past few decades.
It’s not that everyone who
says they’re Spiritual But Not
Religious is on a deep journey,
but I thinkmore of them than
any stereotype would suggest.

Q: Is that something you are
kind of rooting for, this idea

that people who seem to be leav-
ing religion are actually really
very spiritual or religious?

A:The best heart of the greattraditions and the reasons
they’ve lasted so long is there is
a lot of beauty and wisdom and
inquiry and virtue about critical
life-giving aspects that other
institutions don’t carry forward
in time, don’t bring into conver-
sation. I actually think a lot of
the energy and impulses I see in
this group we call Nones is good
for the heart of our traditions.
I make the analogy between
the early monastics and the
Nones. The early monastics, the
St. Benedicts (a sixth-century
Christian saint who is seen as
a founder ofWesternmonasti-
cism) or desert fathers and
mothers, they were the Nones of
the first few centuries.
The people we call Nones

(today) are potentially that spiri-
tual renewal movement.

Q: You write about how faith is
“evolutionary.” Are there

cycles or phases to this?

A:Even a truth is evolving.That doesn’t mean it’s los-
ing its grounding.
Look at Christianity in the

U.S. in the past 50 years. In the
early ’60s, it was a radical, revo-
lutionary, controversial thing
for Protestants and Catholics
to be in dialogue, never mind
bringing Jews into that equa-

tion. That was unimaginable.
Now, we have this growing pop-
ulation of unaffiliated. We also
have this proliferation of ways
to engage spiritual practice. ...
It’s a complicated picture.

Q: You write that scientists
today are “no longer push-

ing mystery out, but welcoming it
back in.” You always interview a
lot of cosmologists, physicists
and astronomers whom you see
as part of this positive change in
our attitude towards faith. Why
are they well-suited for 21st-
century spirituality?

A:Scientists are comfortable
acknowledging there is a

lot they don’t know, and they
are excited about mystery. They
are not imbuing that word with
any kind of supernatural or
divine connotations, but there is
a majesty and an awe about it,
and the delight scientists take in
mystery is something religious
people could learn from. ... They
don’t need to pin it down, they
don’t need to call it God.

Q:Are Nones forming a new
morality?

A:What Nones’ morality is
about ismoral integrity.

What theywant is a consonance
betweenwhat people believe in
and how they live, how they treat
others. It’s a real faith in the
original principles of these tradi-
tions, that how you treat others
always trumps any dogma or
any position on an issue.

America’s evolutionof faith
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Krista Tippett is host and producer of the public radio program “On Being,” previously titled “Speaking of
Faith.” (Kelly Moffitt/St. Louis Public Radio)

The Rev. Jerri Porter, of Flint, is
among church leaders organizing
a weeklong summer camp, at
Camp Baber in Cassopolis, to help
kids get away from Flint’s water
problems. (Landa Bagley, South Bend
Tribune via AP)
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Several churches are organiz-
ing a weeklong summer camp
in southwesternMichigan so
about 100 children from Flint can
spend a week away from the city
and its lead-tainted water crisis.
Camp Joy will be held June

27 to July 4 at Camp Baber in
Cassopolis, and there will be no
cost to the children’s families, the
South Bend Tribune reported.
The Rev. Jerri Porter, of the

Conner-Mayo AfricanMethodist
Episcopal Church in Dowagiac,
said transportation, clothing,
swimsuits, food and toiletries
will be included for the campers,
ages 7-13. The church and several
other AME churches are organiz-
ing the effort.
“My heart aches when there’s

a deficiency of any kind, when
there is an injustice ... especially
for the children. Anytime I
can aid in rectifying that situa-
tion or making it better, I will,”
Porter said. “That becomesmy
assignment.”
Those involved in the camp

are expecting 100 to 115 children.
They will come from two areas of
Flint considered especially hard
hit by the crisis.
Kenyetta Dotson, of Flint, said

it’s difficult to keep concerns
from her daughter, Kyndall, 9.
“Things are just a bit chaotic

in Flint now. Camp Joy is a good
opportunity for her to get away
from these water problems, to
make new friends, to build new
mentoring relationships and to
have different and positive expe-
riences,” Dotson said.
Flint is under a state of emer-

gency after the city, under state
management, switched to using
the Flint River but failed to add
the proper chemical treatment.
Lead from old pipes leached
into the water, and people were
exposed for months before the
emergency declaration was
made in October.
Lead can cause developmental

delays, learning disabilities and
health problems in children.

CASSOPOLIS

Summer camp
offers Flint kids
week away from
water woes


