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B
SECTION

By Douglas Kindschi,
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute,
GVSU

The interfaith agenda in the
United Kingdom is another
enlightening experience dur-

ing our time here in Cambridge.
The other day, the sermon

at Trinity College (where Isaac
Newton studied and whose
statue graces
the entrance of
the chapel) was
delivered by Dr.
Daniel Weiss,
the Polonsky-
Coexist Lecturer
in Jewish Studies
in the Faculty of
Divinity.
In this very Anglican service,

we heard about the Jewish
philosopherMartin Buber, who
worked and wrote as a German.
His teaching and his opposi-

tion to Nazi nationalism led to
his teaching and lectures being
banned and his emigration in the
late 1930s to Palestine, where he
then became a professor at the
Hebrew University.
He is best known for his

book “I and Thou,” published in
German in 1923 as “Ich und Du.”

The book had a considerable
influence on Christian, as well as
Jewish thinking and later led to
his interfaith work and dialogue
between Christians and Jews.
In his book hemakes the dis-

tinction between true personal
encounters— I-Thou relation-
ships— and encounters in which
the other is more of an object
or one who provides a service
or function, which he calls the
I-It relationship. He emphasizes
the relationship with Godmust
always be an I-Thou relationship
involving a deep personal con-
nection with the divine.
Another interfaith experience

in Cambridge happened at the
conference on “Reconsidering
Religious Radicalism.”

RADICALISMVS. EXTREMISM
Christian, Jewish andMuslim

scholars from a variety of fields
from history, political science,
philosophy and theology dis-
cussed the distinction between
radicalism and extremism.
Featured speakers included

LordMaurice Glasman, a Labor
Party leader, director of the orga-
nization Faith and Citizenship,
and vocal critic of the “commodi-

fication of human beings” by
many in the economic and finan-
cial community.
An active Jew, he seeks to

work closely with mosques and
churches because of the impor-
tance of a religious vision in pub-
lic policy.
While he did not use the Buber

terms, he was clearly critical of
the “I-It” relationships that drive
much of the modern economy.
Glasman talks about three

kinds of power: state power,
money power and relational
power. The first two seek to
control by the use of force and
money to create order. Relational
power, however, comes from
community interaction and
negotiation seeking the common
good.
At the same conference, we

heard fromDr. UsamHasan,
scientist, major leader in cam-
paigning against extremism and
advocate for religious reform
within Islam. He stressed the
importance of working from
inside theMuslim community,
and using languagemeaningful
to that community to expand the
understanding of terms such as
“umma” to meanmore than just

a Muslim community, but the
whole of humanity.
From the interfaith perspec-

tive, it also is of interest to note
the recently elected mayor
of London, Sadiq Khan, is a
Muslim. Prior to his election he
was amember of Parliament,
the only Muslim among the 74
members representing the city
of London, which has aMuslim
population of 10 percent.
When discussing what it

means to be British, he pointed
out the two words often used
are tolerance and fairness. But
“tolerance is not enough— you
tolerate a toothache,” Khan said.
“I try to be tolerant when I hear
some commentators tell me that

my religion threatens the values
of this country. But full accep-
tance must be rooted in fairness,
not mere toleration.”
It is refreshing to hear this

kind of talk from a political
leader here in England, espe-
cially from one who commented
he would like to visit and discuss
with mayors of U.S. cities such
as Chicago and New York— but
might have to visit before the
election since he thenmight be
banned from entering the coun-
try because of his faith.
Let us embrace these inter-

faith perspectives as we seek the
common good for our country
and for the world.
—Contact: interfaith@gvsu.edu

By Jennifer LaRue
The Washington Post

R
azan Elbaba recently
made a statement about
attitudes toward religion
in the United States, but
she didn’t need to say a
word.

The 17-year-old from Vienna, Virginia,
photographed friends and relatives wear-
ing head scarves that are customary in the
Muslim faith. She added newspaper clip-
pings, bits of cloth and “googly” eyes to tell
more of the story.
The striking artwork, which Razan

called “Covered,” won the top prize in this
year’s Scholastic Art &Writing competi-
tion. She was one of 16 students in the
nation— out of 320,000 who entered— to
win a Golden Portfolio. She will receive a
$10,000 prize at a celebration in June at
Carnegie Hall in New York City.
Razan didn’t think she would win, but

she said art teacher Susan Silva believed
the Oakton High School senior’s talent
would impress the judges.
“Ms. Silva always told me that I have

something special about me, but I never
had the confidence to think that I would be
the one” to get a Golden Portfolio, Razan
said. “It was very unexpected.”
Razan said she started to stutter when

she was 3, not long after she learned to
talk. She said her severe stutter has made
it hard for her to do things that are easy
for other kids, “like answer the phone or
order a pizza.”
“Things that were so simple for other

people were really hard tasks for me,”
Razan said. “So I was always trying to find
ways to express myself” without having to
speak.
When she started high school, Razan

said, she “set myself a goal to find a way to
do that.” That’s when she discovered pho-
tography.
“I found away to saywhat I want to say

using a camera, notmymouth,” Razan said.
Silva helped her a lot.
“She gave us random stuff and said,

‘Make art.’”
Razan had an idea to take photos of

women and girls wearing the hijab, a head
scarf she has worn for five years as part
of her religious practice. People in the
U.S. often stare at girls and womenwho
wear a hijab, Razan said. Being stared at

canmake those women and girls feel “like
alien beings that don’t belong,” she said.
To help people understand those feel-

ings, Razan began gluing “googly” eyes to
some of the photographs.
In other photos, she covered the scarf in

newspaper articles.
“I’ve also always been passionate about

social justice,” Razan told Scholastic after
winning the Golden Portfolio. “I felt like
it was my job to break the stereotypes
and significantly express the true goal of
Muslimwomen, which is to spark positive
change in this world.”
Razan has taken photography classes

with Silva all four years of high school.
The two have become close. Razan called
Silva “my secondmom, my best friend and
sometimes evenmy older sister.”
Razan said she plans to use her $10,000

prize to help pay for college, where she is
headed in the fall. She hopes to study art.
“I hopemywork will make people be

optimistic andmake them not judge oth-
ers,” Razan said.
She wants people to look at her pho-

tographs and realize: “We’re all human.
We all have a heart and a soul. We are all
wanted on this Earth.”
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Razan Elbaba’s photos and artwork sometimes use “googly” eyes in reaction to the stares that Muslims often receive for wearing head
scarves. (Submitted by Razan Elbaba)

Razan Elbaba wears a hijab. (Submitted family
photo)
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Things that
were so

simple for other
peoplewere really
hard tasks forme.
So, Iwas always
trying to findways
to expressmyself
(without having to
speak).”
PHOTOGRAPHER RAZAN ELBABA,
GOLDEN PORTFOLIO WINNER,
WHO STUTTERED AS A CHILD

Student’s artwork, “Covered,” won
top prize in this year’s Scholastic Art
&Writing competition

“I try to be tolerantwhen I hear

somecommentators tellme that

my religion threatens the values

of this country. But full acceptance

must be rooted in fairness,

notmere toleration.”
LONDON MAYOR SADIQ KHAN


