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By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

P
ope Francis canonized
two nuns fromwhat was
19th-century Palestine on
Sunday in hopes of encour-
aging Christians across the
Middle East who are facing

a wave of persecution from Islamic
extremists.

Sisters Mariam Bawardy andMarie
Alphonsine Ghattas were among four
nunsmade saints Sunday at a Mass in a
sun-soaked St. Peter’s Square. Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas and an esti-
mated 2,000 pilgrims from the region,
some waving Palestinian flags, were on
hand for the canonization of the first saints
from the Holy Land since the early years of
Christianity.
Church officials are holding up Bawardy

and Ghattas as a sign of hope and encour-
agement for Christians across theMideast
at a time when violent persecution and
discrimination have drivenmany Christians
from the region of Christ’s birth.
They were canonized alongside two other

nuns, Saints Jeanne Emilie de Villeneuve
from France andMaria Cristina of the

Immaculate Conception from Italy.
“Inspired by their example of mercy, char-

ity and reconciliation, may the Christians
of these lands look with hope to the future,
following the path of solidarity and fraternal
coexistence,” Francis said of the women at
the end of theMass.
Bawardy was amystic born in 1843 in the

village of Ibilin in what now is the Galilee
region of northern Israel.
She is said to have received the “stigmata”

— bleeding wounds like those Jesus Christ
suffered on the cross— and died at the age
of 33 in theWest Bank town of Bethlehem,
where she founded a Carmelite order mon-
astery that still exists.
Ghattas, born in Jerusalem in 1847,

opened girls’ schools, fought female illit-
eracy and co-founded the Congregation of
the Sisters of the Rosary. The order today
boasts dozens of centers all over theMiddle
East, from Egypt to Syria, that operate kin-
dergartens, homes for the elderly, medical
clinics and guest houses.
In his homily, Francis praised Bawardy

as having been “a means of encounter and
fellowship with theMuslimworld,” while
Ghattas “shows us the importance of becom-
ing responsible for one another, of living
lives of service to one another.”
“Their luminous example challenges us in

our lives as Christians,” he said.

The canonization was celebrated in the
Holy Land as well as by Palestinians in
Rome. Bassam Abbas, a Palestinian-born
doctor who has lived in Italy for 35 years,
travelled from Civitavecchia, northwest of
Rome, for the event with his wife and three
children. They areMuslim, but their chil-
dren go to a Catholic school.
“We are proud of this event,” Abbas said

outside St. Peter’s Square as he waved a
giant Palestinian flag. “We want peace for
Palestine, peace which transcends religion.”
In addition to the Palestinian delegation

on hand for theMass, Israel sent a delega-
tion headed by its ambassador to the Holy
See, while France, Italy and Jordan also sent
official delegations.
In the birthplace of Christianity, Christians

make up less than 2 percent of the popula-
tion of Israel and the Palestinian territories.
Although they have not experienced the vio-
lent persecution that has decimated Christian
communities elsewhere in the region, the
population has gradually shrunk over the
decades as Christians have fled conflict or
sought better opportunities abroad.
Francis has raised the plight of Christians

across theMiddle East as a cause for con-
cern, denouncing how the Islamic State
group has violently driven thousands of reli-
gious minorities from their homes in Syria
and Iraq.

Pope Francis arrives to celebrate a canonization ceremony of four new saints Sunday in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. Among them are
Arab nuns Sts. Mariam Bawardy and Marie Alphonsine Ghattas, who lived in what was Ottoman-ruled Palestine in the 19th century. (AP)
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By Kelly James Clark
Senior Research Fellow,
Kaufman Interfaith Institute

There are lots of ways to “do”
interfaith. Themost com-
monway is to talk about (and

listen to) one another speak of
each other’s faith— youmight
hear talk of Mohammed, Jesus,
creation in the image of God, or
the Torah.
Such talk can, and should,

be deep so that we can learn
to respect and appreciate one
another amidst our differences.
Another way is to do service

work together, side by side, on
matters of mutual concern.
There you likely will see in one

another a religiously motivated
concern for the poor, the widow
and the orphan, as well as a
shared hope for a world that is
better for all our children. As a
result, youmay come to realize
beneath the surface differences,

we are very much alike.
Finally, perhaps a combina-

tion of the two above, religious
believers may
think and speak
together about
various topics
upon which faith
impinges.
As you think

aloud together,
you likely will
find differences

and similarities. And by pledging
to one another to listen care-
fully and speak gently, you likely
will find newways to embrace
one another’s differences and
encourage similarities.
The Kaufman Interfaith

Institute is embarked on a
project of the latter sort with a
Muslim-Christian project on sci-
ence and religion, funded by the
John Templeton Foundation.
Last June, Doug Kindschi and

I traveled to Turkey with four
other Christian scholars to meet
with a group of Muslim Turkish
scholars to begin working
together.
We had no agenda but one:

to listen very carefully to each
other. And so we did, for three
days, on Scriptural reasoning,
God and the Big Bang, the
Quran and science and religion
and psychology.
Through walking and talking

together, working together, and
taking our meals together, we
gainedmutual understanding
and built a foundation of trust.
A wide variety of occasion-

ally divisive and emotive views
were presented and defended.
Disagreements were greeted
with firm, yet respectful,
responses. Humor was used to
defuse tense situations.
In the end, mutual respect

trumped suspicion and indigna-

tion. We started as strangers
with strange faith beliefs and
ended up friends.
At a concluding session, we

establishedMuslim-Christian
working partnerships on shared
research interests.
Those teams, who’ve been

working across the Atlantic for
nearly a year, will come together
in June for a three-day workshop
to share our research.
Hosted byKalamazoo’s Fetzer

Institute,wewill gather at Fetzer’s
lovely Seasons retreat center.We’ll
sleep in the same cabins, eat at the
same tables,walk down the same
paths and thengather to present
the results of our year-long coop-
erative labors.
While the topics of these fac-

ulty discussions primarily will be
academic on science, philosophy
and theology, we also will be
crossing well-established
bridges between two faiths,

cultures and nations.
Fortunately, everyone is invit-

ed to cross those bridges with
us June 13 at the annual Grand
Dialogue in Science and Religion.
Our guests from Turkey will be

staying over to participate in this
year’s event. Some of them, along
with faculty from our partner
colleges, universities and semi-
naries, will be presenting break-
out sessions in the afternoon.
Our keynote speaker in the

morning is Professor Caner
Taslaman from Yildiz Technical
University in Istanbul, whose
topic is “Can aMuslim be a
Darwinian?”
Registration is free, and an

optional lunch ($5) is available by
going online at GrandDialogue.
org or by calling 616-331-5702.
Join us as we build bridges

between science and religion and
also between faith traditions.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu
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By Ian Thibodeau
ithibode@mlive.com

The Church of Scientology
is working to get a foothold in
downtown Detroit.
Curbed Detroit reported the

organization recently revealed
plans for the Standard Savings
Building in downtown Detroit
at a Detroit Historic District
Commissionmeeting earlier
this week.
The church bought the

historic building for $3.5 mil-
lion in 2008. The 1 Griswold
building would be used as
Scientology’s regional head-
quarters.
In the plans unveiled

Wednesday, Gensler
Architects proposed plans to
redevelop the building.
Curbed reported the

changes include a new rooftop
Scientology sign and a vertical
Scientology sign on the corner
of the building.
They also want to add

air conditioning, a rooftop
deck and a cross above the
entrance.
The HDC did not approve

the plan, according to
Curbed. The plans for the
49,947-square-foot 1930 build-
ing were pushed to a meeting
next month.
Detroit is one of 13 U.S. cities

listed on the church’s web-
site as a location for a future
church. There are no other
Michigan cities listed.
The Detroit News reported

representatives of the Los
Angeles-based church said in
an email that “Several more
of our Churches are sched-
uled to be opened within the
comingmonths as they have
construction schedules well in
progress.
“This is a moment of great

anticipation and tremendous
excitement for the staff, volun-
teers and parishioners.
“The Church in Detroit is on

this same launch pad. And, in
fact, designs for this building
are well in progress now.”
The Church of Scientology

was founded in the early 1950s
by science fiction writer L.
Ron Hubbard based on ameta-
physics book he wrote.
Its teachings, beliefs and

systems of operations have
been widely and harshly criti-
cized in recent years.
Multiple Hollywood stars

are members of the religion,
including Tom Cruise and
John Travolta.
According to the organiza-

tion’s website, there are over
10,000 Scientology-related
groups or organizations
around the world. It has a tax-
exempt status in the U.S.
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