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A tiny and curious lamb named Agnes
bounded down the hallways of Peace
Lutheran Church in Sparta Monday after-
noon, taking occasional breaks to nibble on
flowers leftover from the Easter service.
When she disappeared from sight, a

faint “baa” or crying sound could be heard,
signaling she couldn’t find Pastor Bryan
Schneider-Thomas.
Agnes follows Schneider-Thomas just

about everywhere around the church off
12 Mile Road NW since he found the lamb
nearly lifeless on his barn floor almost three
weeks ago. One of Schneider-Thomas’ two
ewes gave birth to the lamb and rejected her
because she was too small and too weak to
nurse.
Schneider-Thomas took Agnes inside and

bottle fed her every few hours. His care has
helped her develop from being too weak to
stand to a lambwho bounces around, to the
amusement of the church youth group.
“Everybody’s very surprised tomeetAgnes,”

Schneider-Thomas said. “It’s been fun. It’s
been interesting to have a lambat church.”
Agnes stays in a pen in Schneider-

Thomas’ office when she isn’t busy explor-
ing the church and greeting visitors. On
Monday, she got cozy in the arms of 13-year-
old SageMotta, of Cedar Springs, who was
at the church with her mother.
“When I found her, she was already on

the barn floor, just flat out and kind of unre-
sponsive, just barely breathing and cold to
the touch,” Schneider-Thomas said.
His family used an eye dropper to feed

Agnes at first. Now, she receives formula
from a bottle every four to six hours.
Agnes is spunky and active these days,

keeping Schneider-Thomas busy with clean-
ing up after her andmaking sure she doesn’t
wander too far.
“She gets more andmore curious, sam-

ples everything,” he said.
At night, she sleeps in Schneider-Thomas’

living room inside a childrens’ play fence.
She will remain by the pastor’s side at

church and at home for the next three or

four weeks, until she’s big enough to go
back out in the pasture.
Members of Peace Lutheran Church are

delighted to have a “church lamb” for now.
“They’ve really enjoyed having her

around. She’s come to youth group every
Sunday,” Schneider-Thomas said.
Last week, Agnes “sang along” during the

opening hymnwith visiting Zion Lutheran
Church in Comstock Park, where Schneider-
Thomas’ wife, Julie, is the pastor.
In a recent sermon, Schneider-Thomas

talked about what it means to care for oth-
ers and to be taken care of.
“I talked about all that we had to do to

care for (Agnes) and say, ‘This is how Jesus
cares for us,’” he said.
It would’ve been easy to say Agnes

is going to cost more than she’s worth,
Schneider-Thomas said. While they will be
able to shear her wool, she probably won’t
grow large enough to be a breeding lamb.
“So she’s not really, from that standpoint,

worth much, but she still has a lot of value
for us,” he said.

Peace Lutheran Church in Sparta is the new home for Agnes the lamb. (Kevin Sielaff/MLive.com)

Everywhere thepastorwent,
the lambwas sure to follow

“I talked about all thatwehad to do to care for (Agnes) and say,
‘This is howJesus cares for us.’”
BRYAN SCHNEIDER-THOMAS, PASTOR AT PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, REFERRING TO A RECENT SERMON AND CARING FOR A SICK LAMB

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

I t is that time of the year when
graduates complete their
studies and prepare for the

next phase of their lives— often
further education or beginning
a career.
It is the time when commence-

ment speakers urge graduates
to be true to themselves. Pursue
your vision, follow your dream,
be successful, seize the day
(“carpe diem”).
It is a call to what New York

Times columnist David Brooks
refers to as building your
“résumé virtues or the skills
you bring to the marketplace.”
But in a recent column titled

“TheMoral Bucket List,” he
urges consideration of the eulogy
virtues: “whether you were kind,
brave, honest or faithful.”
Brooks questions the typi-

cal commencement speaker’s

message as “a vision of life that
begins with self and ends with
self. But people … do not find

their vocations
by asking, what
do I want from
life? They ask,
what is life ask-
ing of me? How
can I matchmy
intrinsic talent
with one of the
world’s deep

needs?”
In the column, based on

his recent book, “The Road to
Character,” Brooks calls for a
re-evaluation of his own sense of
purpose.
While recognizing he has

himself achieved a considerable
level of career success, he ques-
tions whether he has found that
deeper level of inner character
andmeaning in life. His moral
bucket list includes a profound
sense of humility, recognition of

dependency, the importance
of making commitments and
realizing a “kind of love that
decenters the self.”
It involves moving beyond

career to a calling, empathetic
understanding, and renewal of
conscience.
While not using religious lan-

guage, his moral bucket list is
certainly in line with the great
teachings of most religions.
In the Hebrew Scriptures we

read, “When pride comes, then
comes disgrace; but wisdom is
with the humble.” (Proverbs 11:2)
Jesus tells his disciples, “Those

who try tomake their life secure
will lose it, but thosewho lose
their life will keep it.” (Luke 17:33)
And the very term “Islam”

means submission and humility
before God.
There are similar principles

in the Buddhist and Hindu tra-
ditions. Mahatma Gandhi, the
Hindu leader of the nonviolent

liberation of India, tells us, “The
best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”
Thisweek, at the Interfaith

Leadership Dinner, the Kaufman
Institute recognized threewomen,
who back in the 1980s, asked
the question that David Brooks
suggests, “What is life expecting
ofme?” and began the interfaith
agenda inGrandRapids.
Lillian Sigal, the widow of

Rabbi Phillip Sigal; Marchiene
Rienstra, a Christian minister;
and Ghazala Munir, an activist in
theMuslim community, brought
together local religious and
academic leaders for monthly
interfaith dialogue. Soon, their
effort expanded to other reli-
gious traditions, and in 1990,
they established the Interfaith
Dialogue Association (IDA).
Its mission was to seek under-

standing among all faith commu-
nities, eliminate prejudice, foster
appreciation and promote friend-

ship and trust among people of
diverse ideologies and religions.
About the same time, Sylvia

Kaufman, a community leader in
Muskegon, initiated the Jewish-
Christian Dialogue in that com-
munity, beginning what now is
the Kaufman Interfaith Institute.
The development of these two
communities is the subject of a
document just published by the
Aspen Institute titled, “Interfaith
Engagement inWest Michigan: A
Brief History and Analysis.”
If you would like a complimen-

tary copy of this 80-page docu-
ment, please contact us at the
email address below.
We can all be thankful that

these four women led the way
in developing a spirit of under-
standing and acceptance in our
communities. They answered the
question of what life expected of
them, and we are all the benefi-
ciaries of their leadership.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Leading the way to understanding and acceptance
INTERFAITH INSIGHT
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WASHINGTON

White House
hosts celebration
of gospelmusic

President Barack Obama
and first ladyMichelle Obama
welcomed top recording art-
ists to theWhite House for a
celebration of gospel music.
Aretha Franklin, Lyle Lovett,

Shirley Caesar, Emmylou
Harris and Darlene Love were
among the artists participating
in a concert, which the presi-
dent said would “bring some
church to theWhite House.”
Obama said gospel music

was born out of slavery and
became themusic of the black
church. He said it “has an
unmatched power to strike
the deepest chord in all of us,
touching people of all faiths
and no faith.”
The event was the latest in

the “In Performance at the
White House” series that is
broadcast by PBS television
stations nationwide.
It will be broadcast nation-

wide by PBS on June 26.

DALLAS

Police:Woman helped
rid Texas boy of ‘demon’
Authorities say a woman

who operated a church in
her Dallas-area home helped
starve a 2-year-old boy to rid
him of a “demon,” then held a
ceremony to try to revive him.
Balch Springs police said

Araceli Meza encouraged the
boy’s parents to feed him only
water for 25 days, then tried to
“resurrect” him during a cere-
mony. Investigators believe the
boy died but that his parents
returned home toMexico for
the burial.
Lt. MarkMaret said the

49-year-old Meza was charged
Monday with injury to a child
causing serious bodily injury
by omission.

GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP

Park employees
installing Psalm 19:1 sign
Ottawa County parks work-

ers began re-installing a sign
with a Bible verse on it.
A 48-year-old sign featur-

ing the text of Psalm 19:1 was
taken out of Hager Park in
Georgetown Township late
last year after a complaint the
sign amounts to government-
sponsored religion. County
leaders later decided to put the
sign back, along with a second
sign explaining the history of
the original sign.
County commissioners hope

the historical marker detailing
the origin of the sign will ward
off threats of legal action from
at least two civil rights groups.
The park is located off 28th
Avenue near Bauer Road.
—The Associated Press

Rejected farm animal finds sanctuary at Peace Lutheran Church


