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B
SECTION

M y magnolia was in full
glory onMother’s Day.
The cold spring had
kept her flowers only
half-open for a week,
but Sunday’s onset of

summer warmth let her burst forth
fully.
Glory hallelujah.
I camped under her canopy and drank

in the heady fragrance. Then, I thought of a
day several years ago when I was up in the
magnolia doing a spring pruning. I wasn’t
sure which branches to lop and which to
save. I called Dad from right there in the
tree but got Mom instead. Not surprisingly,
she proceeded to tell me exactly how to do
it, at length.
“Your dad is too soft,” she said, in a famil-

iar vein. “You need to cut off any branch
that’s touching another branch. That’s how
you help it grow.”
This was typically tough talk fromMom,

who came from theMiner clan on Detroit’s
northwest side. TheMiners were not soft.
Mom loved flowers, but she was not going to
go easy on themagnolia.

I was happy to have these thoughts of
Mom onMother’s Day, as I no longer have
Mom herself. Since her passing in 2011, life
has been a little shallower. It never again
will includemewalking into the living room
of the homestead inWilliamston andMom
greeting me from her corner chair with a
beaming smile and soft kiss.
I will never see another smile quite that

joyful. Mom always called us kids “the
jewels in our crown.” She did have a way of
making us feel like royalty.
Sunday was a festive day on Facebook

as friends shared photos andmemories of
their mothers. It was heartwarming to see
all these lovely women, often with their
children but sometimes solo photos of them-
selves as ravishing young adults. It was easy
to see why their children shared the pic-
tures so glowing with love and beauty.

For some though, the beauty was tinged
with sadness, a celebration of a life that was
but is no longer, except in spirit. For one
dear friend in particular, there was as much
sorrow as sweetness in sharing photos of
her mother who had died just a week before.
For those of us in the orphanage, seeing
other families gather for lunch on the patio
in their Sunday best is wistful at best.
The traditional tune “Motherless

Children” states it a little too baldly:
“Motherless children have a hard time when
mother is dead, Lord. /Nobody treats you
like a mother will ...” It’s been recorded by
many, from the Rev. Gary Davis and Bob
Dylan to Eric Clapton and LucindaWilliams.
The version I know is by SteveMiller, who
softens the lyric to “when their mother is
gone.” His dirge-like guitars and soulful
vocal plaintively express the loss.
My Andrea will cry at unexpected times

about her mother, who died 11 years ago. A
friend told me the other day that she had
broken into tears that morning for her
mother, who has been gone for 30 years.
The photo I posted of Mom on Facebook

was from Rice’s Resort, a little patch of
Eden on Lake Skegemog where we spent
many summers in the 1950s. Mom is sitting
on a stump, chin perched on hand, smiling.
She could be looking at us kids playing or
just thinking about how happy she feels. Her
face says all is well with the world.
That is theMom I think about onMother’s

Day, brimming with life, pregnant with joy.
She still talks to me up in the magnolia, and
her fresh beauty blooms in the sun.

Charles Honey’s magnolia tree burst into full blossom last week, reminding him of a conversation with his late mother. (MLive.com files)

Mother’s Days are bittersweet
for the orphaned among us

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute at GVSU

I t has beenmore than nine
months since Secretary of
State John Kerry began the

latest and perhaps failed attempt
to open peace
talks between
Israel and
Palestine.
While I am

reluctant to
venture into
this very heated.
confused and
conflicted topic,
I am reminded of conversa-
tions I had last January while
traveling in Israel and Palestine
with a class fromMcCormick

Theological Seminary.
Rabbi Donniel Hartman is

the president of the Shalom
Hartman Institute in Jerusalem
and has been a featured speaker
at our last three Interfaith
Dialogue events in Grand Rapids.
I had the chance to meet with
himwhile in Jerusalem, and our
conversation wasmost helpful.
Hartman urged that we change
the prevailing narrative away
from that of victimhood.Wewill
never make progress if all we
focus on is howmuch each party
has been victimized. Only when
we refocus to the topic of how
each community can flourish
can we then negotiate what is
needed to insure a peaceful
compromise.

In a recent blog post, Hartman
tied his perspective directly to
what it means to be a Jew: “If all
human beings are created in the
image of God, equal regardless
of national, religious, ethnic or
racial origin, what does that obli-
gate us to do to the Palestinian
people? If we belong to a tradi-
tion which teaches that what is
hateful unto you, do not do unto
others is the whole Torah, and
that we are obligated to love
the stranger precisely because
we were strangers in the land
of Egypt, how ought that to
shape our policies toward the
Palestinian people?”
While travelling in theWest

Bank, we had a similar conversa-
tion with Jean Zaru, a Palestinian

Christian born in Ramallah,
a city north of Jerusalem that
is predominately Muslim but
about 25 percent Christian. It is
considered the de facto admin-
istrative capital of the state of
Palestine. Zaru is a leader of the
local Quaker community and
active worldwide on issues of
peace and interfaith understand-
ing. She said victims have no
responsibility, because as vic-
tims, they become helpless and
can do nothing. We, however, are
not victims; we are children of
God, made in God’s image. We
can act, we can take responsibil-
ity.
In her book, “Occupied with

Nonviolence,” she recounts
how as a child of 8 years, she

experienced what Palestinians
refer to as the “Nakba” or “Day
of Catastrophe,” when 750,000
Palestinians were made refugees
during the creation of the state of
Israel. While shemight be tempt-
ed to live in that victim state, she
refuses to do so but works tire-
lessly for peace. In her words:
“Love of one’s enemies forces me
to recognize that my enemy, too,
is a child of God.”
Working for peace is not an

easy assignment. It gives one
hope to know that there are peo-
ple living in Jerusalem and in the
West Bank who have not given
up but continue to see all people,
even one’s enemies, as “children
of God.”
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Canwe find hope in Israeli-Palestinian peace talks?
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GENEVA

Vatican defrocks
848 priests in
10 years for abuse

The Vatican has released
comprehensive statistics on
how it has disciplined priests
accused of raping andmolest-
ing children: It says 848 priests
have been defrocked and
another 2,572 given lesser
sanctions over the past decade.
The Vatican’s U.N. ambas-

sador to Geneva, Archbishop
Silvano Tomasi, revealed the
figures last week during ques-
tioning by a U.N. committee
monitoring implementation of
the U.N. treaty against torture.
Tomasi insisted the conven-

tion applied only inside the
tiny Vatican City State. He nev-
ertheless released statistics
about how the Holy See has
adjudicated abuse cases glob-
ally — and acknowledged sex-
ual abuse involving children
“can be considered torture.”

SIOUX FALLS, S.D.

Lawmaker discusses
post on homosexuality

A South Dakota state law-
maker who called gay sex a
moral and a health issue said
he regrets the wording of his
recent Facebook post but not
the sentiment.
Republican Steve Hickey,

who also is a Sioux Falls pas-
tor, has received praise and
backlash for his remarks. He
believes people are tired of
hearing the religious argu-
ment against homosexuality
and wants medical profession-
als to come forward to explain
the health risks of homosexual
activity.
The South Dakota

Democratic Party has called
the remarks “reprehensible.”
Hickey told the Argus

Leader he “could have spent
more time to bemore precise.”
But he also said he believes
homosexuality is a “deviation”
from “biology and nature.”

GREECE, N.Y.

Town prayer case
challengers:
The debatematters

The upstate New York
residents who challenged their
town board’s prayer practice
before the nation’s highest
court say their disappointment
in losing is softened by the dia-
logue the case has inspired.
A day after the U.S. Supreme

Court’s narrow decision
upholding Christian prayers
at the start of Greece Town
Boardmeetings, Linda
Stephens and Susan Galloway
said they’ll continue to push
the board to bemore inclusive
as it schedules people to deliv-
er the prayers.
Both say they are happy to

see the debate their case has
generated around the country,
where it’s been a top news
story and has generated thou-
sands of online comments.
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Charles Honey’s late mother, Betty, is shown
at Rice’s Resort in the 1950s. (Submitted photo)


