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ATLANTA

Carter speaks
against religious
oppression
Former President Jimmy

Carter says male-dominated
religions contribute to the
oppression and abuse of

women by
twisting
sacred texts
to portray
females as
inferior to
men “in the
eyes of God.”
The

89-year-old
Carter makes that argument
in his new book, “A Call to
Action: Women, Religion,
Violence and Power.”
In an interview broadcast

on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” the
former president faulted the
Southern Baptist Convention
and the Roman Catholic
church for denying women
opportunities to serve as
pastors and priests.
Carter said somemarried

men who belong to those
churches conclude that their
wives are inferior and treat
them accordingly.
The Catholic Catechism

and the 2000 Baptist Faith
andMessage declare men and
women have different roles
but are equal in God’s eyes.

WASHINGTON

High court seems

divided over birth

control rule
The Supreme Court seems

divided over whether compa-
nies have religious rights that
should exempt them from the
health care law’s birth control
mandate.
The case involves family-

owned companies that pro-
vide health insurance to their
employees, but object to cov-
ering certain methods of birth
control that they say can work
after conception, in violation
of their religious beliefs.
Recent arguments at the

court focusedmainly on the
question of whether profit-
making businesses have
religious rights. The Obama
administration says they
don’t, but lawyers for Hobby
Lobby and ConestogaWood
Specialties argue a 1993 fed-
eral law on religious freedom
extends to businesses as well
as individuals.
If the justices agree, they

would have to decide whether
the policy is crucial and is put
in place in the least objection-
able way possible.
Justice Anthony Kennedy,

whose vote could decide the
case, showed interest in the
argument that the companies
could stop offering health
insurance and instead pay a
tax of $2,000 per employee.
That route might allow the
court to sidestep the thorniest
questions in the case.

Y ou know it’s spring when you crack open
the window and your cat jumps up on
the sill to have a look around.
There, I’ve said it: Spring is here. I’ll

say it again: Spring is here! Throw open
the sash, put on your light jacket and

have a walk around the block. It’s safe to come
out now!
And come out we do, our eyes blinking with

disbelief, our faces pale from five months of
huddling indoors.
“What is that bright shining object up in the

sky?” we ask. “I seem to remember it, as if from
some long-forgotten dream. Could it be ... the sun?
Why hello old Sol! Welcome back, happy Helios!
How I havemissed you!”
Yes, ladies and gentlemen, meet the sun:

modest of size and just one of 100 billion stars in
our galaxy, but in my book the very best star that
ever, ever could be. You go, sun!
Yeah, yeah, yeah, I know spring officially began

March 20.Whatever. What did we have that day,
2 inches of sleet? After the winter we’ve had, I’m
not calling spring until I am darn sure it’s really
here. But Sunday of this very week, Andrea and I
took a long walk under a full sun that lasted the
whole day long, which seemed amiracle of
biblical proportions.
At that point, I called it: spring. If we get anoth-

er snow, and well wemight, doesn’t matter. It’s
still spring. Time to sing praises to the season of
puddles and to the mighty star that brings it forth.
“In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the

sun. It is like a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his

course. It rises at one end of the heavens and
makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived
of its warmth.”
That’s Psalm 19, and I couldn’t say it better. But

George Harrison gave us a pretty nice update:
“Little darling, it’s been a long, cold, lonely win-

ter. Little darling, it feels like years since it’s been
here. Here comes the sun, and I say, it’s all right.”
Feels like years, all right — like about 40.We

have really paid our dues this year, shoveling like
coal miners and driving over streets that resem-
bleWorldWar I battlefields. But to everything
there is a season, and that whole winter season is
totally done. Time to be a kid again.

SIGNSOFSPRING
How can we be sure it’s spring? Let me count

some of the ways:
•You actually want to go outside.
•Your heart feels lighter.
•You feel a certain giddiness, like the first

time you wanted to kiss that cute kid on the play-
ground.
•You feel a sudden urge to dig your hands in

the dirt.
•The birds are singing, and you stop to listen

to them.

•Opening day of baseball season has come.
•You walk around your yard and notice green

things poking out of the ground.
That last one is the most miraculous, especially

this year. Months andmonths of mountainous
snows and Siberian cold, and yet there they are:
pushing up through themattedmulch of moldy,
wet leaves, bright green shoots of living plants,
reaching toward the sun.
How does this happen? How does the Earth

know how to do this? Does the master gardener
in the sky whisper, “OK plants, spring is here. It’s
safe to come out again”?
Yeah I know, it’s photosynthesis, chlorophyll,

natural selection. Whatever. It’s still a straight-up
miracle.
I beheld the miracle on Sunday as I raked away

leaves frommy front flowerbed. Slivers of green
emerged from themuck like sturdy soldiers. Just
seeing them touchedme lightly with hope and
renewed faith in the ever-newness of life.
The late Ken Kuiper, a friend and longtime

English professor at Calvin College, used to take
his students outside in the new spring. They
observed the buds and listened to a Robert Frost
poem, “Nothing Gold Can Stay”:
“Nature’s first green is gold / Her hardest hue

to hold. / Her early leaf’s a flower; / But only so an
hour. / Then leaf subsides to leaf. / So Eden sank
to grief, / So dawn goes down to day. / Nothing
gold can stay.”
Frost’s take on nature’s impermanence is a

little frostier than I would put it, but eloquently
expresses the delicate circle of life. All the more
reason to welcome the wonder of each little green
shoot and celebrate with a walk around the block.
I did so Sunday and saw two little girls push-

ing along on scooters; a neighbor being pulled
along by two dogs; another neighbor walking and
talking on her phone; a discarded Christmas tree
embedded in amelting snow bank.
Clearly, spring’s time had come. Time to rejoice

and be a kid again.

Tyrone
Streets
teaches his
son, Tayvon,
6, how to
ride a bike
without
training
wheels
outside of
their house
Monday on
Deloney
Avenue SW
in Grand
Rapids.
The warmer
weather
this week
brought
people out
to play and
enjoy the
sunshine.
(Lauren
Petracca/
MLive.com)

Plant shoots peek through the dead leaves at
Charles Honey’s West Side home in Grand Rapids,
a sure sign spring is here. (Charles Honey/MLive.com)

Springtime sun is balm for the soul

Note: In 2012, MLive.com
was a partner in the Year of
Interfaith Understanding. The
success of that project led to an
ongoing effort to build inter-
faith dialogue in Michigan.
This column is one such effort.

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute at GVSU

David Ford’s visit to Grand
Rapids last week brought
a heightened sense of

the importance of interfaith
engagement as we seek peace
in a world that too often is
seen in terms of conflict and
violence. Ford, regius profes-
sor of divinity at Cambridge
University, has been a world

leader in
interfaith
endeavors,
including in
his role as
founder of the
Cambridge
Inter-Faith
Programme.

He was the speaker for
the first annual Interfaith
Leadership Dinner, where the
Rev. Richard Rhemwas given
the Sylvia Kaufman Interfaith
Leadership award.
His discussion built on

theMuscat Manifesto we
reviewed in last week’s
column, but he went on to
present a “MichiganMessage”
that dealt with some of the

more operational aspects
of interfaith leadership. His
nine-point agenda put forth
practical ways to enhance or
expand interfaith efforts in
our communities.
Sustained interfaith efforts

require each participant to
develop a vision and rationale
from the standpoint of one’s
own tradition. It is not just
something nice to do; it must
have a deep rationale within
one’s own faith understand-
ing. As a Christian, Ford said
interfaith engagement flows
from his understanding of
God as the creator who loves
each person in that creation.
Interfaith dialogue thus is not
a dilution of one’s faith but

flows from the center of that
faith and, in fact, deepens it.
His MichiganMessage also

focused on practical matters,
including keeping interfaith
involvement as a priority
on one’s calendar. If it is not
scheduled on a regular basis,
it will not get done and will
not be considered important.
Successful efforts require
time commitments and finan-
cial support. Our priorities
can be seen in howwe spend
our time and howwe spend
our money.
Interfaith engagement

involves sustained long-term
relationships with those
of other faiths. Such rela-
tionships lead to a deeper

understanding of the other,
a deeper understanding of
one’s own faith and a deeper
commitment to the common
good.While individual com-
mitment is important, Ford
emphasized the importance of
building up interfaith institu-
tions and organizations: local,
national and international. It
begins with individuals who
have the vision, but to be sus-
tained, it requires the develop-
ment of institutions that carry
the mission.
In addition to his roles at

Cambridge University, Ford
also was one of the founders
of the practice of Scriptural
Reasoning, in which persons
of different traditions come

together to share in a com-
mon reading of each other’s
scripture. The goal is to be
better informed about the
other person and his or her
relationship to scripture.
As Ford put it, there will be
disagreements, but let’s seek
amore “intelligent level of
disagreement.” He compared
it to a goodmarriage. It is not
the absence of disagreement
but a more informed and
considerate level of disagree-
ment.
We have introduced

Scriptural Reasoning a few
times in Grand Rapids. If you
would like to participate in
this practice, please email
interfaith@gvsu.edu.

AMichiganmessage:making ‘interfaith’ operational
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