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T
he first buzz I remember hear-
ing about the Beatles was in my
junior-high band room. It was
the morning after their Feb. 9,
1964 debut on The Ed Sullivan
Show, and while I warmed up

my trombone, we chattered about their
performance. The girls especially were
excited by it (I took note).

My feelings were moremixed. Themusic was
fabulous but those haircuts were awfully girly.
Still, one thing was sure: This was new. This was
different. This was, yes, exciting. As one breath-
less teen told Newsweek at the time, “Oh dearie
me, they just send the joy out to you!”
Fifty years on, people still get great joy from

Beatles music. And, Lord knows, people are still
talking about them.
Witness the current slew of 50th anniversary

TV specials, including a CBS broadcast this
coming Sunday at 8 p.m., the same time a record-
setting 73million viewers tuned in to the group’s
debut. There also are new books including “Tune
In,” Vol. 1 of Mark Lewisohn’s three-part biogra-
phy. Can anything new possibly be written about
the Beatles? Having read 133 of its 803 pages,
I can confidently say yes.

SPIRITUALLYRESONANTARTISTS
Why do we keep talking about the Beatles

a half-century after they hit our shores and
44 years after they broke up? Twomain reasons,
I would say: Their music remains fresh and vital
to listeners across a wide spectrum of age, race
and religion, and their message continues to
connect in a way that is not at all religious but is
deeply and spiritually resonant.
“Love is all, love is you”: That line from the gor-

geous “Because” sums it up pretty well. In the
Beatles’ songbook, the concept of love recurs not
just as a romantic feeling between two people, but
as a force that, if truly lived out, could change the
world.
They proclaimed that convictionmost famously

in “All You Need Is Love,” a relentlessly cheer-
ful anthem first broadcast June 25, 1967, to 24
countries. It sounds naïve in retrospect, but at the
time it was a bold statement of faith in humanity’s
potential goodness amid deadly race riots and the
horror of Vietnam.
Less famous but evenmore pointed was “The

Word,” a John Lennon-penned tune that is down-
right evangelistic: “Spread the word, and you’ll be
free … Have your heard? The word is love.” For
all his problems with organized religion, notori-
ously expressed in his “more popular than Jesus”
remark, Lennon’s fervent belief in the power
of love was not inconsistent with his Anglican
upbringing. “TheWord” echoes the biblical
passage, “In the beginning was theWord ... and
theWord was God.”

RELIGIOUSUPBRINGINGS
Lennon, Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr all

sang in church choirs growing up in Liverpool,
and George Harrison, like Paul, was christened a
Catholic. None embraced formal Christianity as
Beatles, though George embraced Hinduism. But
Beatles music expressed optimism, wonder and
love as beautifully as many a church hymn. After
all, John and Paul met at a church festival.
In “The Gospel According to the Beatles”

(2006, Westminster John Knox Press), journalist
Steve Turner writes the Beatles’ faith in love had
religious overtones:
“This was love as the primary force behind cre-

ation. The apostle John declared ‘God is love.’ The
Beatles effectively turned this around and said
‘love is God.’ “

STILL EMOTIONALLYCHARGEDTODAY
But all of this would be somuch baby boomer

navel-gazing if the Beatles did not continue to
speak to our time. In a course I teach called “The
Spirituality of the Beatles,” I have heard teens to
retirees speakmovingly of Beatles songs’
emotional impact on them.
In the Calvin College CALL program for adult

learners, a woman said “IWant to Hold Your
Hand” reminds her of holding her late husband’s
hand. They held hands taking walks, saying the
Lord’s Prayer and as he lay dying of cancer. Class
members teared up as she recited Isaiah 41:13:
“For I am the Lord your God, who takes hold of
your right hand and says to you, do not fear; I will
help you.”
In the Aquinas College OLLI program, several

cited “Yesterday” as having personal meaning for
them. One older man said its regretful lyrics, such
as “now I long for yesterday,” make him think not
of a lost love but of his own past.
At the Dominican Center at Marywood, a

college-age girl, accompanied by her father, said
Beatles music touches her like none other.
For those of us who continue to love Beatles

songs— and who will tune into those 50th anni-
versary TV specials — there’s more than nostal-
gia at work.
There is not only the warmth of remembering

how thrilled we felt when the band tore into “All
My Loving” on Ed Sullivan. There is the hope that
wemight still be able to realize, even in small
measure, the optimism, the joy and the love that
these four youngmen exuberantly expressed, so
briefly and so long ago.

The Beatles perform on CBS’ “Ed Sullivan Show” in New York on Feb. 9, 1964. From left front, are Paul
McCartney, George Harrison and John Lennon. Ringo Starr plays drums. (AP file)

Fifty years on, theBeatles’
music still speaks toour souls

Note: In 2012, MLive.com was a
partner in the “Year of Interfaith
Understanding” initiative. The suc-
cess of that project led to an ongoing
effort to build interfaith understand-
ing in West Michigan. This column
is one such effort. It is coordinated
by Douglas Kindschi, director of
the Kaufman Interfaith Institute at
Grand Valley State University, and is
written by Kindschi and others in the
interfaith community.

By Douglas Kindschi

Last week, Gov. Rick Snyder named
West Michigan businessman Bing
Goei director of a newMichigan

Office for New Americans. This office,
announced in the governor’s State of
the State address on Jan. 16, is being
created to welcome immigrants into
the economy of Michigan. Snyder
hopes to receive federal permission

for 50,000 additional
immigrants to live
and work in Detroit,
especially those with
advanced degrees
in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and
mathematics.
Nationally, and in

Michigan, the economic argument for
immigration reform is beingmade by
Republicans as well as Democrats.
“I’m probably the most pro-

immigration governor in the country,
and I’m proud of that,” Snyder, a
Republican, recently said.
Earlier, Mayor George Heartwell,

in a guest column for MLive.com,
made his argument for the economic
benefits that would come from a
more enlightened immigration policy.
He also honored Goei as a “Champion
of Diversity” in his State of the City
speech last month.

The economic and political case
for reform has beenmade from the
perspective of opportunities for farm
workers as well as the case for immi-
grants as entrepreneurs. While these
arguments can be powerful, there
also is an argument to bemade from
an interfaith perspective.
It frequently is noted that all of our

major faith traditions call for hospital-
ity to the stranger. For example:
•“When a stranger lives with you

in your land, do not ill-treat him. The
stranger who lives with you shall be
treated like the native-born. Love him
as yourself, for you were strangers in
the land of Egypt” (Leviticus 19:33).
•“Come, you who are blessed by

my Father; take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world. For I was
hungry and you gaveme something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gaveme
something to drink, I was a stranger

and you invited me in” (Matthew
25:34–35).
•“Be kind to parents, and the near

kinsman, and to orphans, and to the
needy, and to the neighbor who is
of kin, and to the neighbor who is a
stranger” (Quran 4:36).
As our world becomesmore and

more interconnected, and as our
country continues growing in diver-
sity, the question of getting along
with those who are different from us
will become increasingly critical. Our
faith traditions cannot sit on the side-
lines but must inform our attitudes
as well as our political understanding.
As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks put it,

“Can we recognize God’s image in one
who is not in my image?” Tolerance
is a beginning. But if we are to be
true to our faith traditions, we
should go beyond that to hospitality,
understanding and respect.

Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Immigration: an economic and religious issue
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What can we learn from the lads from Liverpool?TOPEKA, KAN.

Kansas response
on gaymarriage
debated
Gay-marriage opponents

are urging Kansas legisla-
tors to approve new legal
protections for bakeries, pho-
tographers and others who
refuse for religious reasons to
supply goods or services for
same-sex weddings, anticipat-
ing federal courts soon could
strike down the state’s ban on
such unions.
But gay-rights advocates

said the bill backed by social
conservatives and the Kansas
Catholic Conference would
permit individuals, business-
es and groups to discriminate
against gays and lesbians and
encourage government offi-
cials to ignore court rulings
favoring gaymarriage.
Federal judges in Oklahoma

and Utah recently struck
down bans in those states,
which are under the juris-
diction of the same federal
appeals court as Kansas.
Under the bill, no individu-

al, business or religious group
with “sincerely held religious
beliefs” could be required by
“any governmental entity”
to provide services, facili-
ties, goods, employment or
employment benefits related
to any same-sex marriage or
domestic partnership. The
measure prohibits anti-
discrimination lawsuits on
such grounds.

NEW YORK

Jimmy Carter

writing book on

women’s rights
Jimmy Carter’s next book

will be a defense of women’s
rights and an attack against
those who use religion to deny
them.
Simon & Shuster

announced last week that the
former president’s “A Call
To Action: Women, Religion,
Violence, and Power” will be
publishedMarch 25. The pub-
lisher said Carter will draw
upon personal observations
from his worldwide travels
as he condemns abuses of
women and girls and the
alleged distortions of reli-
gious texts cited as justifica-
tion.
The 89-year-old Carter has

written a wide range of books
since leaving office in 1981,
frommemoirs and poetry to
a controversial work on the
Middle East, “Palestine: Peace
Not Apartheid.”

WASHINGTON

Immigrant fasters

take reform

campaign nationwide
Immigration reform advo-

cates who fastedmore than
three weeks last fall on the
National Mall say they’re
taking their campaign nation-
wide.
Religious leaders of the

“Fast for Families” say they’ll
visit more than 100 congres-
sional districts during the
next 10 weeks to rally sup-
port for legislation that offers
undocumented immigrants a
path to citizenship.
The Senate passed an

immigration reform bill last
summer.
The Rev. JohnMcCullough,

president of the Church
World Service, said, “We are
prayerfully and powerfully
demanding that the House act
now.”
A 22-year-old Miami-Dade

College student who has lived
most of her life in the country
illegally was among those
attending President Barack
Obama’s State of the Union
speech last week. Mayra
Rubio Limon, the daughter
of Mexican farmworkers,
was invited by U.S. Rep. Joe
Garcia, D-Fla.
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Ç GO ONLINE
Visit MLive Media Group columnist
Charles Honey’s blog at soulmailing.com.

Beatlesmusic expressedoptimism,
wonder and love as beautifully as
many a church hymn.


