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Religion

By Matthew Miller
The Associated Press

T
his wasn’t church. It was a bar, the
Loft in downtown Lansing on a
Tuesday night in October.
But the tables had Bibles next to

the beers and popcorn, and Kevin
Brown, a pastor at Crossroads

Church, was sitting behind a keyboard on
the stage.
“We hope you didn’t bring any of those

non-Christian people tonight,” he said to the
dozenmembers of the audience. “Tonight is
about getting all the kinks out.”
The next hour would be a trial run, prepa-

ration and practice for how an evangelical
congregationmight do services without
prayers or hymns or altar calls.
Because The Loft is on the second floor of

a building onMichigan Avenue, Crossroads
is calling the project The Upper Room.
Because they want people to come whose
relationship with church is tenuous or non-
existent, the pastors have promised to buy a
drink for every first-timer.
The drink is a gesture of friendship, said

Noah Filipiak, the 31-year-old founder of
Crossroads.
“We think it communicates something

to people that are very leery of church and
very leery of the church being very judg-
mental about things,” he said.
Two summers ago, Filipiak spent a three-

month sabbatical from his small downtown
congregation playing safety for the Capital
City Stealth, Lansing’s semi-pro football
team. He invited other players to come to
Sundaymorning services.
“I feel like our church is ‘cool,’ you know,”

he said. “We serve coffee and pie, and we’re

laid back, and you don’t have to dress up,
and the things that Christians normally
think, ‘Oh people who don’t go to church will
come because we do these things.”’
Only the people he invited mostly didn’t

come and, when they did, they mostly didn’t
come back. It got him thinking about one
of the perennial questions for pastors and
church planters: What was it about church,
even a casual church with pie, that kept
them away?
“There are concentric circles of people,”

he said. “I think that your blue jeans and
coffee and rock and roll band on Sunday
morning church plant is reaching a certain
concentric circle, and that demographic has
now been pretty saturated.”
He wanted to try to reach the next circle,

those whomight have “a seeker sort of

interest, but they’re just not going to go to
church on a Sunday. They’re skeptical of
that. They’re uncomfortable about that.” He
and other members of the church began
asking questions of their non-church-going
friends and acquaintances.
The fastest growing religious group in the

United States is those who say they belong
to no religious group at all. The unaffiliated,
the “nones,” as they’re sometimes called,
nowmake up about 1 in 5 Americans, 1 in
every 3 under 30.
While some are atheists, most of them

aren’t. Two-thirds say they believe in God,
according to a 2012 survey by the Pew
Research Center’s Forum on Religion &
Public Life. One in 5 says they pray every
day. Overwhelmingly, they say they aren’t
looking for a church.
The response, from a small number of

experimentally minded evangelicals, has
been to start churches that try to win them
over bymoving as far away from the tradi-
tional churchmold as possible.
“Many in the American public like the

person of Jesus muchmore than organized
or institutional religion, or they view them-
selves as more spiritual than religious,”
saidWarren Bird, director of research and
intellectual capital at Leadership Network,
a firm that follows church trends, “and so
street-wise church planters are experiment-
ing with new forms to house the timeless
and unchanging truths of the Gospel.”
It’s not a novel strategy, he said.
“From Jesus and the Apostles to today,

church leaders have tried to take the Gospel
to where the people are,” Bird said. “This
meant using public places, as well as houses
of worship.”

Crossroads Church Pastor Noah Filipiak delivers his sermon on Genesis to a congregation of more than 60 people gathered at The Loft in
downtown Lansing for the premiere of the church’s weekly gathering. This wasn’t a church but a bar. Because they want people to come
whose relationship with church is tenuous or non-existent, the pastors have promised to buy a drink for every first-timer. (AP)

A Bible is shown next to a beer at The Loft in
downtown Lansing.

MixingBibles andbeer

“FromJesus and theApostles to today, church leaders have tried
to take theGospel towhere thepeople are.”
WARREN BIRD, DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AND INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL AT LEADERSHIP NETWORK, A FIRM THAT FOLLOWS CHURCH TRENDS

Editor’s note: This message
was delivered by the speaker at
the 2014 Interfaith Thanksgiving
Celebration at Grand Rapids’
Westminster Presbyterian
Church onMonday.

By the Rev. Bill Lyons
Pastor of St. John’s United
Church of Christ

As a child, I felt suspicious
of the Pilgrims. There was
something fundamentally

unfair about strangers arriving
in a new land and taking it away
from the people who lived there
first. A teacher’s, “Well, we’re
here now, so don’t worry about
it,” only confirmed I was on to
something.
As much as I liked the day with

my family, I knew families who

wouldn’t be together because
of the war. When we got back
to school, I could tell from their
silence when the rest of us com-
pared pie counts and turkey
sizes, I had friends who couldn’t
have the feast my family enjoyed.
Growing up taught me a new
word for my uneasiness: privi-
lege. It didn’t help. Nor did it help
to discover the only truth in the
first Thanksgiving story was that
there were Pilgrims, there were
Indians and there was a celebra-
tion. I needed to make peace with
Thanksgiving.
When the Puritan Separatist

congregation from Scrooby,
England, left for the Netherlands,
and traveled to the region now
known as New England, they
were unprepared to endure the

winter of 1620
aboard their
ship anchored
in Provincetown
Harbor. By har-
vest 1621, half of
the passengers
had died, includ-
ing 14 of the 18

married women. Of the 53 pas-
sengers remaining nearly half
were children and teens, and
the rest mostly were widowers
under the age of 40. That anyone
survived was because of the
intervention of theWampanoag
people, specifically a member
of the Patuxet band named
Tisquantum, also called Squanto,
who taught the newcomers how
to cultivate varieties of corn,
squash and beans, catch fish and

collect seafood.
The real story of the Pilgrims

and theWampanoag people is a
story about the human quest for
well-being, and how far people
are willing to go to secure the
welfare of others. Christians
have a word for that. The word
is peace.
I finally have made peace with

Thanksgiving. Nomore trying
to force a secular peg into a reli-
gious hole. My faith teaches me
to say I am sorry for things, even
whenmy ancestors did them,
especially if it leads to reconcili-
ation with others. My faith, like
that of the Pilgrims, teaches me
gratitude is not a holiday to be
celebrated but a discipline to be
practiced each day, at all times,
in every circumstance.

Most importantly, my saying
thank you isn’t nearly as impor-
tant as the thanks that someone
else will offer to God because I
have usedmy life to attend to,
advocate for, and in any way I
can, supply themwith a greater
sense of well-being. Jesus called
that peacemaking.
Thanksgiving gives us the

opportunity to celebrate. But our
more basic need is for peace and
peacemaking, a sense of person-
al well-being and a deep commit-
ment to providing for our com-
mon good. However we observe
Thanksgiving, this year, let us
each do something, anything,
that will result in others express-
ing gratitude to their source of
blessing and good fortune.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Making peacewith Thanksgiving: A holidaymessage
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VATICAN CITY

Evangelical pastor
addresses Vatican
conference

An American evangelical
leader urged his fellow clerics
at a Vatican conference to be
true to the Bible’s teachings on
sex andmarriage.

The Rev.
RickWarren
was among
represen-
tatives of
14 religions
at the confer-
ence on the
“complemen-
tarity” of men
and women

inmarriage and the family.
Participants at the gathering
believe men and woman have
different God-given roles in
marriage and the family.
Warren, who pastors one of

America’s largest Protestant
churches, said the Bible
defines marriage as the union
of a man and a woman. He
added, “When God’s word is
clear, wemust not, we cannot,
back up, back down, back off,
backslide or just give in.”
Warren encouraged reli-

gious leaders to celebrate
traditional marriage and its
benefits to men, women and
children.
Pope Francis opened the

three-day conference on
Nov. 17, declaring that children
have the right to grow up with
amother and father.

CHICAGO

Cupich becomes
archbishop of Chicago
Blase Cupich has succeeded

Cardinal Francis George as the
Archbishop of Chicago.
In an afternoonMass on

Nov. 18, 65-year-old Cupich
became archbishop of the
nation’s third-largest diocese
at Holy Name Cathedral.
The succession process

began the previous night when
Cupich knocked on the cathe-
dral door and symbolically
asked to be admitted for what’s
called a Rite of Reception.
Cupich was named by Pope

Francis in September to suc-
ceed George, who is retiring as
he battles cancer. It marks the
first time a new archbishop
will assume leadership of the
Chicago archdiocese while his
predecessor is alive.

Archbishop Blase Cupich looks
through the candles from the
cathedra during his Installation
Mass at Holy Name Cathedral
in Chicago. (AP)
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