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Religion

Note: In 2012, The Grand
Rapids Press was a partner
in the communitywide “Year
of Interfaith Understanding”
initiative. The success of that
project led to an ongoing effort
to build interfaith understand-
ing in West Michigan. This
new weekly column, Interfaith
Insights, is one such effort.
It is coordinated by Douglas
Kindschi, director of the
Kaufman Interfaith Institute,
and will be written each week
by Kindschi and others in the
interfaith community.

During the 2012: Year of
Interfaith Understanding,
congregations from all

faith traditions, as well as
various community groups,
participated in more than 300
events.
As facilitators, we empha-

sized the distinction between
“thin” interfaith dialogue and
“thick” dialogue.

In thin
interfaith
dialogue,
we seek to
affirm our
faith in terms
that are thin
enough to
not be in
conflict with
someone else
and their faith. For example,
the theologian Hans Kung has
said that all religions have
in common the Golden Rule,
“Do unto others as you would
have them do to you.” Religion
scholar Karen Armstrong has
boiled down all faith tradi-
tions to the common element
of compassion.
While these attempts to

find commonality are of value,
we also have encouraged a
dialogue that asks each per-
son to share the “thickness”
of one’s faith, but in a spirit
of openness to the other per-

son’s full faith expression as
well. We can learn from the
commonalities but also the
differences.
If we are all alike, there is

not much to learn nor is there
an opportunity for growth. If
we truly believe the human
perspective is limited, and
God is greater than any one
person’s understanding, then
we have the opportunity to
enhance our own faith under-
standing by interaction and
dialogue with those who see
faith through different eyes.
My own experience dur-

ing that year of interfaith
understanding was that the
insights I received from oth-
ers forcedme to lookmore
closely at my own faith. It led
me to a deeper appreciation
and understanding of my
Christian heritage.
This past year, I had the

privilege of studying at
Cambridge University as a vis-

iting fellow in the Cambridge
Inter-Faith Programme.
I learned from a variety of
professors who taught Jewish,
Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist
thought.
I also was invited to spend

time with the students of the
CambridgeMuslim College,
a program training future
teachers and leaders of
mosques in Britain.
As I learnedmore about

Islam and theMuslim com-
munity in Great Britain,
I foundmy own Christian
understanding was enhanced.
Learning from and about
these students and their deep
faith commitment challenged
me to see more clearly my
own tradition and beliefs.
That is the goal of ourWest

Michigan interfaith project: to
understand, appreciate and
accept others while growing
in one’s own faith.
Let it be so.
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Difference between thin, thick dialogue

Kindschi

By Dean Cousino
The Associated Press

S aying they were inspired by their
creator, scores of energetic folks
at Crosswalk Community Church
turned a former roller skating

rink into a newworship center.
The 200-member congregation

used a bank loan to buy five acres that
includes the sprawling 25,000-square-
foot complex for $350,000.
The former Great Lakes Skateway

sat empty for two to three years. For
the last three months, volunteers from
the church have cleaned and remod-
eled the building so they could move in
by Christmas. The first worship service
was 10 a.m. Dec. 22, said the Rev. Dale
Hayford, pastor at the church.
“This is a house that God has built,”

he said. “It is by His doing, not ours.
This is a very caring, compassionate
church. People have come out of the
woodwork to help and gave with their
heart above and beyond what you can
imagine.”
The congregation, which started in a

barn in August 2008, began its search
for a permanent center about three
years ago. The church rents two wor-
ship sites—MonroeMiddle School
on Sundaymornings and First Baptist
Church onWednesday nights— at a
cost of about $3,300 amonth.
The cost of the monthly mortgage

payment on the new center is less than
that, Hayford said.
With the help of Davison Building

& Development, volunteers in Phase 1
transformed the front half of the for-
mer rink into a worship place with a
sanctuary, foyer, fellowship room, teen
room and restrooms.
Workers for Davison enclosed the

sanctuary with drywall and a high ceil-

ing; featured is a 16-by-55-foot stage
that will be used bymusicians and
three worship teams.
There also will be two large screens

in front and back for visitors to follow
the service andmusic and seating for
up to 270 people. The congregation
opted to reinsulate the high ceiling
rather than putting in a drop ceiling,
which saved about $22,000, Hayford
said.

‘IT’S A BEAUTIFUL THING’
The roller rink, opened in 1977 and

once called Xanadu Skating Center,
was a popular gathering place espe-
cially in the winter months. It has
had several different owners and was
closed for quite some time before the
church bid on it.
“It’s a beautiful thing,” said Kevin

Shipman, secretary of the church
board, who had three sons play roller
hockey two nights a week when it was
a rink.
“The building was sitting empty and

back off the road.We’ve converted it
into serving the community. We’re
really community-minded.”
Vern and Kathy Daniel worked

“almost every day” since Oct. 1 to tear
down a concrete block wall, paint the
walls and renovate the kitchen. To see
it all come together after all the hard
work is mindboggling, the couple said.
“It makes me cry,” Kathy Daniel said.

“It’s been a dream of ours for 51/2 years.
Just to have a home of your own ...
when you’re renting, it’s not your place.
It’s someone else’s. But this church is
like a family. It’s the people.”

PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION
Phase 2 will convert the remaining

12,500 square feet, or the back half of

the original rink, into a larger sanctu-
ary and about 10 classrooms for Bible
studies and children’s Sunday school.
Some of the nicks in the ceiling and

walls from hockey pucks still can be
seen. In September, about 100 volun-
teers used sledge hammers and wheel-
barrows to remove a 3-foot-tall cinder
block wall that surrounded the rink.
“We knocked the brick down by

hand and carted it off with wheelbar-
rows and a Bobcat,” Shipman, 52, said.
“It took a lot of backbone.”
Most of the carpeting was installed

in the first phase and was bought at
cost.
An area formerly used for skating

parties will be the room for youth
groupministry led by Eric Shipman,
Kevin Shipman’s nephew.

COFFEE BAR PLANNED
There also are plans to create a cof-

fee and refreshment area for social-
izing and for funeral luncheons and
discipleship gatherings. Last week,
Monroe Township issued the church a
certificate of occupancy.
“There’s a lot of space here,” he said.

“Anything we do with the office space
and snack bar wemust run by the
township first. It’s still up in the air.”
He said the congregation has a mort-

gage on the building but savedmoney
and collected donations over the past
five years to pay for more than half of
the sale price.
Johnathan John, a boardmember

and lay pastor, has worked with the
volunteers from the start. He called the
renovation an “incredible journey.”
“This fulfills the line Jesus said in

the Bible that the good work I started
in you, I will see it through to comple-
tion,” John, 58, said.

MONROE

Monroechurchbuys,
renovates roller rink

By Brady Mccombs
The Associated Press

Towering grain silos over-
look the main highway in
Salt Lake City at theMormon
church’sWelfare Square. At
grocery stores, there’s a sec-
tion with large plastic tubs
with labels that read, “Deluxe
survivor 700.” Radio ads
hawk long-term supplies of
food with 25-year shelf lives.
And houses are equipped

with special shelving for cans
of beans, rice and wheat.
Storing enough food and

water in case of disaster, job
loss or something worse is not
just part of the fundamental
teachings of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints; it’s an idea that is
catching on nationwide. And
it also is big business.
A large majority of food

storage companies that do
Internet sales are based in
Utah. Terms once used only
byMormons, such as 72-hour
kit, are mainstream, as is
the survivalist “preppers”
philosophy that taps into the
Mormon church’s century-old
teachings on the topic.
“The wisdom behind pre-

paring is taught heavily in this
population,” said Paul Fulton,
president of Ready Store,
based in Draper, Utah, about
20miles south of Salt Lake
City. “They’ve led the way.”

HISTORY OF PREPPERS
TheMormon emphasis

on self-reliance dates to the
mid-1800s, when food stor-
age began as a way to ensure
survival as churchmembers
trekked across the country to
Salt Lake City, said Matthew
Bowman, assistant profes-
sor of religion at Hampden-
Sydney College in Virginia.
Church leaders gave every-

one lists of what to bring, then
stockpiled food at storehouses
as towns were settled.
By the mid-1900s, church

leaders worried about nuclear
war were usingmore apoca-
lyptic rhetoric in encouraging
food storage. During the Cold
War, churchmembers were
encouraged to have a two-year
supply, Bowman said.
In the past two decades,

the focus on food storage has
shifted back to practicality.
“A lot of times, we are think-

ing in terms of food storage

that we are preparing for
this major calamity or major
disaster or for Armageddon,”
said Rick Foster, manager of
North America Humanitarian
Services with the LDS church.
“It’s not about that. It’s about
helping all of us individually
to get through these bumps
that occur in our lives.”
If members are prepared,

they can help in times of need,
Foster said. When a water
main broke in his neighbor-
hood, Foster’s family was able
to provide drinking water
from their supply to a neigh-
bor who needed water to
make formula for her baby.

STOCKING STOREHOUSES
The church has a massive

warehouse near the airport in
Salt Lake City where shelves
are stacked with boxes of food
it uses to stock 143 grocery
store-like storehouses it runs
across the Americas to pro-
vide food to members in need.
Foster said the church tries

to keep a six-month supply
of food for each of the store-
houses, a practice that helped
it weather the recession. The
church sends food from there
or one of its smaller regional
warehouses to help domestic
disaster victims.
While food storage long has

been a coreMormon belief,
the church has modernized.
The church operates

101 food storage centers
that sell oats, wheat, sugar,
potato flakes and beans, and it
recently announced a series of
changes at these locations in
the U.S. and Canada to ensure
food preparation and packag-
ing is safer.
Withmore stringent guide-

lines from the Food andDrug
Administration about how food
is handled and distributed, the
church now is pre-packaging
the foods at all but 12 of the
centers. Before, churchmem-
bers could go into the centers
and pour the flour into bags, or
scoop beans into cans.
Much of the food the church

stores is homemade. The
church owns farms, ranches
and dairies and operates
canneries. The peanut butter
is made from a peanut farm
the church owns in Texas.
The apple sauce is made from
apples at a church orchard in
Idaho.

SALT LAKE CITY

Mormon-centric Utah
epicenter for food storage

The former Great Lakes Skateway building in Monroe now is home to Crosswalk Community Church. Rev. Dale Hayford,
lead pastor of the church, said his congregation and local businesses worked hard to transform the building. “We call this
the house that God built,” Hayford said. (AP/Monroe Evening News)
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Call 616-949-2840
or see AhavasIsraelGR.org under

“Adult Education” for more information

Celebrate the New Year
by Exploring 3500 years of

Biblical Tradition
The Life of a First Century

Jew and Beyond
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Monday evenings, 8:05 p.m.
Beginning January 13

Congregation Ahavas Israel
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WE NEED YOU: 1,100 Students are
in need of connecting with a Mentor

1 HOUR PER WEEK WITH A
1 YEAR COMMITMENT

Please consider volunteering a small portion of your
time to greatly improve our community as a Mentor.
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1 on 1 Mentoring for Wyoming Students K-121 on 1 Mentoring for Wyoming Students K-12

Thursday, January 16
6:30pm - 8:30pm

At Godwin Heights High School Auditorium
50 35th Street, Grand Rapids, MI 49548


