COST COVID-Era Addendum

During the 2020-21 and 2021-22 academic years the interruption in how COST operates due to the global COVID-19 pandemic is apparent.  To best serve all COST applicants, the following considerations need to be articulated during the COVID Era.
· Placements may have delayed or incomplete confirmation notices.  Due to the unpredictable nature of COVID-related restrictions, confirmation notices may be delayed.  Details of placement (exact school placement or home stay accommodations) may also see delays due to COVID restrictions.
· Placements may be changed or reassessed prior to departure.  Due to the unpredictable nature of COVID-related travel restrictions, changes in confirmed placement location may be necessary. If a confirmed placement is cancelled due to government or university restrictions, all fees paid to COST will be refunded.
· Students/sending universities need to be prepared and budget for any costs associated with quarantine protocol of their individual placement sites.  This may include alternative housing, food and medical costs.
· It is highly advised flights be purchased with a refundable or transferable option due to the unknown nature of placements during this era.  COST is not responsible for fees incurred for cancelled or changed flight arrangements.


COVID-19 has changed many aspects of our world.  COST is no exception.  We are dedicated to the safety of our students and providers and ask all stakeholders to exhibit an increased level of patience and flexibility during this time needed to return to “normal.”

I have read and understand the above mentioned items.  I agree to exhibit patience and flexibility during this COVID-era time.



______________________________________				_________________
Student 									Date


______________________________________				_________________
University COST Coordinator						Date 
