
Graduate Council Meeting
October 25, 2013
205D DEV
Minutes
(approved at 11/22/13 Graduate Council meeting)
Faculty Present:  J. Barry, A. Bostrom, S. Choudhuri, N. Diarrassouba, J. Engelsma, D. Epple, M. Harris, L. Huang, E. Lioubimtseva, V. Long, A. Lowen, M. Luttenton, E. Martin, J. Peck, P. Ratliff-Miller, M. Staves
Administrative Ex-Officio Present: C. Bajema, B. Cole, S. Lipnicki,  J. Palm, J. Potteiger, S. Soman, J. Stevenson

Elected Student Reps Present: N. Bair, H. Powsner

Ex-Officio Students Present: P. Jabaay, A. Kabalyan, K. Senkowski
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION/DECISION

	 I. Call to Order
	M. Luttenton called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. 

	

	II. Approval of Agenda
	
	Motion: J. Peck moved to approve the agenda. J. Barry seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

	III. Approval of Minutes – September 27, 2013
	
	Motion: J. Peck moved to approve the minutes of September 27, 2013. J. Barry seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	IV. Chair’s Report – M. Luttenton


	ECS voted on the proposal to add graduate student representation on standing academic committees; it was approved by a narrow margin. M. Luttenton, J. Potteiger, and J. Stevenson attended the meeting. 
UAS will hear the proposal today, unsure if the vote will reflect the vote from ECS. M. Luttenton will attend with P. Jabaay from GSA, J. Potteiger, and J. Stevenson. OGS has provided accurate percentages of graduate student presence on campus; M. Luttenton has forwarded these figures to the chair of UAS. 
Incomplete Grade Policy was sent to ASPC Chair Brent Smith.  APSC is in the process of doing research on current usage of I grades and what peer universities are doing, which OGS has already completed and will share with APSC.
	

	V. Dean’s Report – J. Potteiger 
	MA in School Psychology was approved at faculty senate and will be on the agenda for the BOT meeting on Nov 1. MPNL is in process as well as the Ed.D.,  Medical Dosimetry, Clinical Dietetics, Doctor of Audiology, and the executive MBA programs. OT needs to become a Doctor of OT by ~2018. 
Several instances came up this past summer regarding students with grade lower than C in a graduate class. These were not caught until the graduation audit, students thought that the courses would count and they did not.  The grade policy for needing a C or better was buried in the System of Grading Policy.  This has now been separated in the online catalog as a paragraph break. OGS will review the university documents to see where else the statement needs to be placed so that students, staff, and faculty are more aware of the policy. 

Budget for 2014-15: J. Bachmeier spoke at the Provost’s Cabinet meeting regarding budget issues. GVSU’s appropriation is at the bottom of the list for state appropriations. Over the past 25 years, GVSU’s appropriations as percentage of the total budget have declined sharply. 
	

	VI. Curriculum Subcommittee Report – M. Staves
	The GCCC has converted to a new model using Google Docs to review documents before subcommittee meetings. The learning curve is improving with each meeting. Thank you to Anoush from OGS for setting up the new model. 

GCCC will meet today following full Graduate Council in 302C.
	

	VII. Policy Subcommittee Report – M. Luttenton
	The GCPC has divided the charges from ECS to GC to do background research and start to formulate some of the policies.  One charge involves reviewing the collection of data by Institutional Analysis and if additional fields need to be entered in Banner. Another charge involves working with the Provost’s Office to see how they approach the cost analysis of graduate programs. GCPC has started looking into both issues. 
New policy on withdrawals at the graduate level is in process, which was drafted in 2012-13 to close some loopholes that students can use to withdraw late in the semester without signature approval. This will soon be ready for GC to review. 
Admission Requirements: does GVSU need an institutional GPA requirement at the graduate level? GCPC reviewed data and discussed this issue, looking at peer institutions and Michigan school policies. Most programs at GVSU already set a minimum GPA of 3.0, and setting a university GPA less than 3.0 may reflect poorly on the quality of the graduate programs at GVSU. Setting a university standard will be difficult given the diversity of the graduate programs. 
	

	VIII. GSA Report – P. Jabaay
	GSA has allocated $40K of the annual $80K budget to various organizations and for specific functions.  GSA is continuing to add graduate student organizations. The current count is 13. Graduate Chamber’s first meeting is today in 302C. 

GSA is working on improving its website and providing more information on graduate student groups and professional affiliations.   
	

	IX. New Business – J. Potteiger 
	 Admitted/Not Enrolled Survey 2013: OGS administers a survey at the beginning of each academic semester to students who were admitted to a graduate program but did not enroll at GVSU. Contact OGS for official report details. 
	

	X. Adjournment
	
	Motion: V. Long moved to adjourn. J. Barry seconded. Meeting adjourned at 10:40 AM. 
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