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Special order these books at University Bookstore and receive a 20 percent discount.  
Contact: ubsbooks@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-3521.

Eaarth: Making a Life on a Tough  
New Planet 
(St. Martin’s Griffin Paperback 2011)
by Bill McKibben

 This is a recent favorite of Bart Bartels, 
project manager for the Sustainable 
Community Development Initiative. 
Bartels said the straightforward factual 
way McKibben presents the urgency to 
address climate change may be, for some, an 
unexpected angle. McKibben writes that the 
current focus on future generations actually 
detracts from the reality that the planet has 
already been changed (hence the different 
spelling of Earth). Far from the typical eco-
shocker, in Bartels’ opinion, Eaarth contains 
enough wit and satire to keep readers 
engaged with the disconcerting parts and the 
pages turning.

Courage 
(Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2002) 
by Bernard Waber

 Melissa Peraino, director of educational 
outreach for Continuing Education, 
recommends this book by the children’s 
author and illustrator known for the Lyle, 
Lyle Crocodile series. Courage was written in 
response to the September 11 terrorist attacks. 
Peraino said that while it’s a story she likes to 
read to her kids, it reminds us all, “There are 
many kinds of courage. Awesome kinds, and 
everyday kinds.” The illustrations are simple 
and yet fairly inclusive. When reading it with 
her kids, Peraino said, “We always end it with 
asking each other to finish the statement, 
‘Courage is...’”

  

The Sacred Art of Lovingkindness: 
Preparing to Practice
(SkyLight Paths, 2006) 
by Rami Shapiro  

 Karen Libman, professor of theater, 
recommended this book of perspectives 
from world religions that shares how to 
live a life with kindness, compassion and 
courage. “It is just so full of different ideas to 
help us become more kind. It uses Judaism’s 
13 Attributes of Lovingkindness as the 
framework for cultivating a life of goodness, 
but Shapiro also draws from all the world’s 
religions and spiritual practices,” Libman said. 
She added that she usually reads a chapter 
each night, then considers the teachings and 
exercises the next day. “It’s very accessible 
but also very deep, and it challenges the 
reader to be the change that you want to see 
in the world through being kind,” she said.

Looking for a good book? Check out these 
recommendations from Grand Valley staff 
members:

Bookmarks

Representing  
Grand Valley
 Pictured in the GVSU rowing T-shirt is Shane Szalai, ’95,  
and his family. Szalai wore the shirt during a stop at the 
University of Notre Dame, where he was stopped by 
someone who inquired about the crew team. 
 Do you represent Grand Valley when you travel? If so, 
send a photo of yourself wearing a Grand Valley T-shirt 
with a brief description to Grand Valley Magazine at 
gvmagazine@gvsu.edu and it may be seen in a 
future publication.
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Research buoy will aid offshore  
wind assessments
 A research buoy was 
dedicated near Lake Michigan 
on October 7 that will aid the 
offshore wind assessment study 
conducted by Grand Valley, the 
University of Michigan and 
Michigan State University.
 The research buoy, one of 
three in the world, is an eight-
ton, 20-by-10 foot boat-shaped 
structure that can measure wind 
characteristics up to 150 meters 
above the water using advanced 
wind sensor technology.
 “The buoy for the offshore 
wind study is a symbol of 
forward thinking and economic 
development opportunities for 
West Michigan,” said President 
Thomas J. Haas.
 The launch of the buoy in 
the Great Lakes is the first 
introduction of this technology 
anywhere in North America, 
said Arn Boezaart, director of 
the Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center. 
“The research buoy represents 
an amazing new capacity for 
wind research in the Great 
Lakes,” he said. “It includes 

the most advanced 
wind measurement 
technology 
available.”
 Following a 
week of tests on 
Muskegon Lake, the 
buoy moved four 
miles offshore on 
Lake Michigan for a 
month-long trial.
 Real-time data 
will be transmitted 
from the platform to 
researchers at Grand 
Valley, U-M and the 
Michigan Natural 
Features Inventory 
of Michigan State 
University. The 
research will provide 
information to 
support possible 
future development of offshore 
wind energy technology in the 
Great Lakes. MNFI research 
will focus on bird and bat flight 
patterns and migration studies.
 The primary objective of the 
Lake Michigan offshore wind 
assessment is to gain a better 

A collaborative research partnership with Grand Valley, U-M and MSU is highlighted by 
an eight-ton buoy in Lake Michigan that will aid offshore wind assessments.

photo by April Joy Galbreath

understanding of the potential 
of offshore wind energy, as well 
as other physical, biological and 
environmental conditions on 
the Great Lakes. The research 
will provide information for the 
future development of offshore 

wind energy technology. In 
2010, the project secured $3.3 
million in grants and research 
funds, including a $1.33 million 
energy efficiency grant from 
the Michigan Public Service 
Commission.

 In a bold response to the 
10th anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, a large 
West Michigan group has 
launched the “2012 Year of 
Interfaith Understanding,” 
designed to cultivate peace 
through community interest 
and understanding of all faith 
traditions.  
 The project was announced 
at Grand Valley’s Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus September 12. 
At the news conference, George 
Heartwell, Grand Rapids mayor; 
Paul Keep, Grand Rapids Press 
editor; and Douglas Kindschi, 
director of the Kaufman 

Interfaith Institute at Grand 
Valley, provided an overview 
of the variety of events and 
community partners.
 The endeavor was developed 
through a unique partnership 
led by the Kaufman Interfaith 
Institute, Grand Rapids Press, 
WGVU, the mayor’s office and 
three organizing councils. 
Hundreds of events will be 
sponsored by participating 
congregations, campuses and 
community organizations 
including sacred space tours, 
study groups, speakers and 
interfaith service projects in 
Grand Rapids, Holland and 

Muskegon throughout 2012.
 “The goal is for participants 
not only to learn about each 
other’s faith and culture, but 
how to live in community with 
respect for their differences,” 
said Kindschi. “Unlike interfaith 
dialogues that stress similarities, 
this effort will frankly confront 
differences and encourage 
personal experience of other 
faith traditions.” 
 As part of the Campus 
Council, 25 Grand Valley 
faculty members from 10 
departments are incorporating 
interfaith topics in their class 
curriculum. The Dean of 

Students Office is sponsoring 
small interfaith discussions 
throughout campus. A series 
of events, screenings and 
speakers on campus throughout 
the year is also planned as 
part of the Migrations of 
Islam programming, and the 
Grand Valley Women’s Center 
will sponsor a campuswide 
presentation with special guest 
Ana Louise Keating in March.  
 For more information, 
including a list of participants, 
visit www.2012gr.org, or call 
(616) 331-5702.

9/11 anniversary launches ‘Year of Interfaith Understanding’
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 For the first time in West 
Michigan, students can further 
their education in one of the 
fastest growing professions 
in the nation. Grand Valley 
is the first university in West 
Michigan to offer a graduate-
level degree program in 
biomedical engineering 
and it is the only program 
in Michigan to focus on 
medical device design and 
development.
 Joe Iannelli, director of the 
School of Engineering, said 
the program’s catalyst was the 
expansion of the biomedical 
sector in West Michigan.  

“Grand Valley’s biomedical 
engineering program is 
even more valuable with the 
university located in close 
proximity to Grand Rapids’ 
growing medical research and 
biomedical industries,” he said. 
“The aging of the population 
and a growing focus on health 
issues will drive demand 
for better medical devices 
and equipment designed by 
biomedical engineers.”
 Biomedical engineering 
employment nationwide is 
expected to rise by 72 percent 
between 2008-2018, much 
faster than the average for 

all occupations, said Iannelli. 
The number of biomedical 
engineering jobs in Michigan 
is expected to increase by 70 
percent by 2018, according to 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 
 The program, funded by a 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation and supported by 
the West Michigan Medical 
Device Consortium and 
local companies, will help 
students match development 
opportunities with research 
trends and bring innovative 
products to market. 

Biomedical engineering master’s first in area

Engineering students aid special needs students
 A unique back-to-school 
tool that was designed and 
developed by a team of Grand 
Valley engineering students 
will help special needs 
students at Kent Intermediate 
School District this year.
 On August 29, two 
kindergarten students 
demonstrated how to use 
the new, transparent tool, 
which attaches to walkers, 
allowing students to move 
around more easily.
 KISD Physical Therapist 
Michelle Gallery approached 
engineering professor John 
Farris last October with a 
need to ease mobility for 
students using walkers. “My 
students use an iPad and it’s 
difficult for students to hold 
it while maneuvering their 
walker, so I thought, ‘Wouldn’t 
it be great to have an extra 
set of hands?’” she said.
 The project started in Grand 
Valley’s Design, Optimization, 
Evaluation and Redesign 
(DOER) Center — a consulting 
clearing house for the School of 
Engineering that matches clients 

with faculty and students — then 
transitioned to groups of senior 
students studying product 
design and manufacturing 
engineering. Throughout the 
year, Grand Valley students and 
Farris met with Gallery and her 
students to test the product and 
make modifications as needed. 
 The tray is designed to be 
multifunctional, explained 
Farris. “The tray aids students 
with mobility, communication 
and socialization through 
carrying items such as iPads, 
lunch trays and books,” he said. 
 After seeing positive reactions 
and feedback from her students 
and their parents, Gallery and 
others at KISD requested more 
and plan to collaborate with 
Grand Valley on a similar project 
for wheelchairs in the future. 
Farris said he and his team are 
determining the best way to 
produce more commercially.

Michelle Gallery, KISD physical 
therapist, and Mia demonstrate the 
plastic tray made by engineering 
students that attaches to walkers.

photo by Amanda Pitts

“The aging population     
  will drive demand           
  for better medical   
  devices and  
  equipment designed  
  by biomedical 
  engineers.”

 — Joe Iannelli, 
      director of the 
        School of Engineering
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Grand Valley ArtPrize highlights 
 Thirty outdoor works of art, 
a panel discussion and weeks 
of hands-on events welcomed 
visitors during ArtPrize 2011 
at the Grand Valley Exhibition 
Center, throughout the grounds 
of the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. A wide variety of 
materials, scales and messages 
by national and international 
artists included Buenos 
Aires artists Juan Batalla and 
Dany Barreto, whose work 
was also featured in the Fall 
Arts Celebration Art Gallery 
exhibition. 
 ArtPrize founder Rick DeVos 
joined Batalla, Barreto, alumnus 
Hubert Massey and sculptors 
Cynthia McKean and Jason 
Quigno for a panel discussion 
on ArtPrize during the annual 
DeVos Art Lecture Series, with 
Marcia Haas as honorary chair 
and Director of Galleries and 
Collections Henry Matthews as 
moderator. 
 In a collaborative partnership 
with the Art Gallery, students 
from Black River Public School 
in Holland worked with 
Dutch artist Cyril Lixenberg 
to design and create a series of 
six steel sculptures entered in 
the ArtPrize competition by 
Black River art teacher Jamie 

Students from Black River Public School in Holland worked with Dutch artist Cyril Lixenberg to create a series of 
steel sculptures for the DeVos Center courtyard.

photo by Amanda Pitts

Roggenbuck. Black River is a 
charter school authorized by 
Grand Valley. 
 Another collaborative entry, 
“Win, Win, Wind! Protecting 
our Great Lakes for Future 

Generations,” was organized by 
Richard Vanderveen of Lowell. 
The kinetic sculpture included 
a mural designed by artist Glenn 
Wolff and painted on a 36-foot 
turbine blade by students from 

Grand Rapids City High School.
 A number of Grand Valley 
faculty members, students and 
alumni also created ArtPrize 
entries that were exhibited at 
various venues.

 Fred Antczak, dean 
of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, has an 
additional role after being 
named executive director 
of the Rhetoric Society of 
America. Antczak will begin 
his appointment during the 
summer of 2012 and will 
serve a renewable four-year 
term, while continuing to 
serve at Grand Valley. 
 

Antczak is a longtime 
member of RSA and served as 
president in 2000-2001. Many 
of RSA’s moves to become 
the umbrella organization 
for rhetorical studies began 
with activities undertaken 
during his presidency. 
Antczak is the author of 
Thought and Character: 
The Rhetoric of Democratic 
Education, which won a Phi 

Beta Kappa book award.
 Antczak said RSA is one of 
the few scholarly societies that 
has experienced significant 
growth. His research has 
focused on American 
rhetoricians like Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther 
King, in addition to the general 
field of ethics of rhetoric.

Dean named RSA executive director

Fred Antczak
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Climate study survey shows overall satisfaction
 Nearly 90 percent of 
Grand Valley students and 
76 percent of faculty and 
staff members said they 
are comfortable with the 
overall climate in their 
classes and workplaces, 
according to results of a 
campus climate study.
 Consultant Sue Rankin, 
of Rankin and Associates, 
presented findings of the 
myGVSU Survey in late 
September. The myGVSU 
Survey was an anonymous, 
online survey conducted 
for two weeks in February. 
Nearly 30 percent of the 
campus community, or 
7,571 people, responded.

 Rankin said while the 
vast majority of survey 
respondents said they were 
satisfied with their jobs or 
college life at Grand Valley, 
some groups (people of color, 
women and LGBQ) reported 
they felt less comfortable on 
campus with some aspects.
 LGBQ was used 
throughout the report, 
Rankin said, considering 
the small sample size of 
transgender respondents. 
An executive summary of 
Rankin’s report is online at 
www.gvsu.edu/mygvsu. 
 Jeanne Arnold, vice 
president for Inclusion 
and Equity, said, overall, 

the report indicates the 
university is on track 
regarding its inclusion 
implementation plan. 
Arnold co-chaired the 
survey committee with 
Neal Rogness, professor of 
statistics. Arnold said follow-
up meetings will be arranged 
to develop an action plan 
based on the survey findings. 
 Nearly 90 percent of 
respondents reported 
they felt Grand Valley was 
committed to diversity. 
That number is up from 
60 percent in 2005, the 
last time the university 
community participated 
in a climate study.

Sue Rankin, of Rankin and Associates, 
discusses findings from the campus climate 
survey in the Kirkhof Center September 29. 
An executive summary of survey data is 
online at www.gvsu.edu/mygvsu.

photo by Amanda Pitts

Student-driven research could benefit 
women’s health
 A Grand Valley student 
initiated a study of Michigan 
breast cancer patients that 
suggests routine mammography 
and self-breast exams continue 
for women ages 40-49 as 
important screening tools, 
despite recommendations from 
a national task force.
 Daniel Smith, a physician 
assistant studies major, 
presented his team’s research as 
part of a panel discussion at the 
2011 Breast Cancer Symposium 
in San Francisco on September 
8. While most of the presenters 
at the national meeting were 
practicing physicians, Smith was 
the only student not attending 
medical school to give a 
presentation.
 Smith, a native of Twin Lake, 
said he got the idea for the 
study while an undergraduate 
student at Grand Valley, taking a 
biomedical ethics class. At that 
time, his class discussed the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force recommendations that 
discouraged teaching self-breast 

Daniel Smith gives a research presentation at the 2011 Breast Cancer 
Symposium in San Francisco. His team’s research suggests routine 
mammography and self-breast exams continue for women under age 50.

courtesy photo

exams and recommended that 
only women over 50 be offered 
routine mammograms.
 For the study, Smith teamed 
with Theresa Bacon-Baguley, 
professor of PAS at Grand 
Valley; Dr. Jamie Caughran, 
Lacks Cancer Center in 
Grand Rapids; GVSU students 
Jennifer Kreinbrink and 
Grace Parish, and others from 
different medical organizations. 
Researchers used a breast cancer 
registry to analyze data from 
patients who were diagnosed 
with breast cancer between the 
years of 2006-2009.
 The registry, during that 
time frame, included nearly 
6,000 patients. Of that number, 
42.2 percent of patients had 
discovered tumors through 
palpation or mammography 
were under the age 50. 
According to Smith and Bacon-
Baguley, the percentage of 
patients with breast cancer 
suggests that not teaching 
self-breast exams and not 
recommending screening 

mammography has the potential 
to impact early detection.
 “Increasing the age of 
screening mammography were 
from 40 to 50 may result in an 
initial presentation at a higher 

stage,” Bacon-Baguley said. 
“Cancers detected at a higher 
stage are more likely to require 
more aggressive treatments, 
which could impact the quality 
of life of the patient.”
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 She’s almost 5 feet 3 inches 
tall, smiles a lot and displays 
a sweet disposition like many 
others raised in the South. But, 
put her on the tennis court 
and Niki Shipman moves like 
lightning and plays to win.
 “I don’t like to lose,” said 
Shipman. “I try really hard to 
be my best each time I play. 
Sometimes my size can make a 
difference. I can’t stretch as far 
as some players, but I am fast. 
Speed is important in tennis 
and I find that being smaller 
makes it easier to move faster.”
 The sophomore from Saline 
had a stellar record in high 
school and made the game seem 
easy during her freshman year at 
Grand Valley. She was selected 
First Team All-State four 
times in high school and was 
ranked as high as No. 49 in the 
Midwest Section of the United 
States Tennis Association.
 In 2010-2011, her first year 
at Grand Valley, Shipman was 
named First Team All-GLIAC 
after compiling a 22-9 overall 
singles record. She had a 7-4 
record in the GLIAC and paired 
with teammate Lexi Rice to go 
24-3 in doubles, including  
a perfect 9-0 record in  
GLIAC play.
 Coach John Black, who has 
coached Grand Valley’s women’s 
and men’s tennis teams since 
2002, said Shipman came to 
Grand Valley as the second 
best player on the team. “In my 
nine years of coaching here, 
Niki played the highest of any 
freshman I’ve ever had. I’ve 
never had a freshman come in 
and start at the top. Niki has 
come closest to that,” he said.
 Starting at the top meant 
Shipman played against 
upperclassmen. “It’s a big 
difference for a freshman to 
play against juniors and seniors 
who are a few years older,” 
said Black. “Niki is one of the 

Petite and powerful
Tennis player serves up impressive record  — by Dottie Barnes

ATHLETICs

Niki Shipman uses speed to her advantage on the tennis court. She was named First Team All-GLIAC and 
recognized as a scholar-athlete during her first year playing tennis for the Lakers.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

hardest hitters on the team 
and can generate a lot of power 
for her size. She’s very quick 
and doesn’t miss much.”
 Shipman started playing 
tennis at age 4 when her 
family lived in Florida; she 
was 7 when she played in her 
first tournament. “I was up 
against the top player,” she 
recalled. “I lost — bad. But, I 
still remember the little tennis 
outfit I was wearing. It was fun.”
 When she was 8, her family 
lived in Texas and that’s where 
the competition heated up. “We 
had a neighborhood club where 
a lot of kids played tennis,” she 
said. “I started traveling a lot and 
playing in a lot of tournaments. 
It helped learning to play in the 
extreme heat of the South. The 
heat here doesn’t bother me.”
 Shipman’s parents owned 
a restaurant business, so 
that meant the family moved 
frequently. They lived in six 
different states before settling 
in Michigan when Shipman 

was 12. “I loved traveling and 
competing. I’m fortunate 
that I’ve been able to see a lot 
of the country,” she said. 
 Shipman said she inherited 
her love for the game from her 
parents. “They played tennis 
on their first date. They fell in 
love and married six months 
later,” she said, laughing. “I 
owe my success to my parents. 
They put in 15 years of constant 
travel, lessons and emotional 
support for me. When I hit the 
highs and lows of my career, 
they hit them with me.”
 Success on the court is 
gratifying, but Shipman said 
success in the classroom is 
more important. She was 
recognized as an Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association Scholar 
Athlete.   
 Shipman is an engineering 
major with a focus on product 
design and manufacturing. She 
said Grand Valley has been a 
good fit for her. “I love playing 
tennis, but it’s just a hobby,” 

she said. “Academics come first 
with me and I’m an engineer. 
Grand Valley’s engineering 
program is unique in that I 
can focus on product design. I 
like the math involved and the 
creativity of the program.”
 It was an added bonus that 
her sister, Jackie, attended 
Grand Valley and also found 
success on the tennis team. The 
two played one season together 
before Jackie graduated.
 Last year, the women’s 
tennis team finished 31-1 and 
qualified for nationals; the 
team made it to the Sweet 16.

“I love playing 
 tennis, but it’s   
  just a hobby. 
 Academics come  
 first with me.”

   — Niki Shipman
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DONOR IMPACT

First-generation scholar making history

“ Without this 
 scholarship,  
 i Wouldn’t have 
 been able to   
 come here.” 

  — Katrina maynes   
   

 When Katrina Maynes first 
visited Grand Valley, she said 
she felt like she was coming 
home. An active and engaged 
high school standout from 
Canton, Maynes knew Grand 
Valley was her first choice for 
both academics and campus life.
 “I visited during my junior 
year of high school and I just felt 
so at home here,” said Maynes, 
a sophomore history major. 
“The campus is beautiful, we 
have great Classics programs, 
and I was really interested 
in the honors college.”    
 But the opportunity to attend 
Grand Valley was nearly out of 
her reach. Neither of her parents 
attended college, yet they were 
determined that their children 

should have an education. When 
Maynes’ father died during her 
high school years, her family 
needed help to achieve that goal. 
 After being accepted to 
the Frederik Meijer Honors 
College, Maynes was able to 
be considered for a number of 
scholarships. She was ultimately 
selected as the first recipient 
of the full-ride Frederik Meijer 
First Generation Honors College 
Student Scholarship, initiated by 
Fred Meijer. Maynes remembers 
the moment she found out. 
 “We could see online that I 
had received the scholarship 
and I was so excited. When 
I told my mom, she started 
crying,” she said. “It was the deal 
in my family that if I applied to 

Grand Valley but didn’t get a lot 
of financial aid or scholarships, 
then I would stay home and go 
to community college. Without 
this scholarship, I wouldn’t 
have been able to come here.” 
 Maynes is the second 
member of her family to 
attend Grand Valley. Her 
brother, Dustin, is currently 
completing a degree in social 
work and was the recipient 
of two other privately funded 
scholarships: the Helen Claytor 
Scholarship and the Mary and 
Wilhelm Seeger Scholarship. 
 More than 90 percent of 
full-time dependent Grand 
Valley students receive some 
type of financial support; and 
as federal grants decrease, 

the need for privately funded 
scholarships grows.  
 Michelle Rhodes, director 
of Financial Aid, works closely 
with students. “Each year the 
need for private scholarships 
increases,” Rhodes said. “In 
the past three years, state 
aid to students in Michigan 
has declined by $2,500 per 
student. Federal aid has also 
declined. Private scholarships 
really help fill that gap.”
 As the first recipient of the 
Meijer scholarship, Maynes had 
the opportunity to meet Mr. 
Meijer, an experience she said 
she’ll never forget. “Whenever 
I tell someone about my 
scholarship or Grand Valley, I 
always mention Fred Meijer,” 



Giving matters
thank you for making 
seidman campaign 
successful
 With help from more than 500 donors, the campaign  
to fund the L. William Seidman Center ended successfully, 
reaching its philanthropic goal of $25 million. The campaign 
began with a lead gift from Richard and Helen DeVos, 
memorializing L. William Seidman as a leader in the West 
Michigan business community. Douglas L. DeVos and David G. 
Frey co-chaired the campaign. 
 The L. William Seidman Center will strengthen the Seidman 
College of Business’ identity in the regional and national 
business community, create new opportunities to assist 
executives and entrepreneurs, and raise Grand Valley’s 
profile as one of the state’s primary economic and leadership 
engines. Thank you for contributing to the success of the 
campaign for the L. William Seidman Center. Find out more  
at www.gvsu.edu/giving/seidmancenter.

students helping students: 
seven scholarships awarded
 In 2011, seven students received the Student Legacy 
Scholarship, which is funded by gifts from current students. 
The Student Senate created the scholarship fund and 
members actively encourage donations at student events. 
The award is given to those who exhibit a commitment to 
both academic achievement and community service on- and 
off-campus. 
 Students who give to the scholarship continue the Laker 
tradition of giving back. To find out more about the Student 
Legacy Scholarship fund, visit www.gvsu.edu/giving/
studentlegacy.

become a Gillett society 
member
 Many donors find that November is an excellent time  
to meet with their advisors for pre-tax season planning.  
 Planned gifts allow donors to give to Grand Valley by 
naming the university as a beneficiary in wills, trusts or life 
insurance policies; contributing their real estate or retirement 
assets; or creating an income-producing annuity or trust. 
Donors who support Grand Valley with a planned gift  
become members of the Gillett Society. Learn more at  
www.gvsu.edu/giving/giftplanning.

DONOR IMPACT
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Katrina maynes stands with her brother, dustin, and mother, theresa 
maynes. maynes is the first recipient of the Frederik meijer First 
Generation honors college student scholarship.

she said. “It was eye-opening. 
I’d like to be like him one 
day.” Meijer has been a major 
benefactor of Grand Valley and 
the Grand Rapids community. 
 The annual Scholarship 
Dinner, which was held October 
17, celebrated 24 new private 
scholarships and allowed donors 
to meet their student recipients. 
Rhodes encouraged people to 
consider how they can help. 
“Donors need to know that their 
gift can make a difference, no 
matter the size. Our students 
need their help now more 
than ever,” said Rhodes. 
 For Maynes, receiving 
her scholarship was a life-
changing event, enabling her 
to really take advantage of all 
that Grand Valley has to offer. 
She is already conducting 
research with history professor 
Craig Benjamin; planning 

to study ancient history in 
Rome through a study abroad 
program, which is included in 
her scholarship; and serving 
an internship at a family law 
practice to explore a legal career.  
 After graduation, she 
hopes to attend law school 
or pursue a graduate degree 
in history at an Ivy League 
university. Maynes attributed 
all of these opportunities to 
the support she received.
 “Scholarships can change 
people’s lives, allowing them 
an education they otherwise 
wouldn’t have been able 
to pursue,” she said. “The 
philanthropic efforts and 
generosity of donors have shown 
me what you can do with your 
success and the resources you 
have. They are great role models 
for all Grand Valley students.”

 “donors need to KnoW that  
 their GiFt can maKe a diFFerence,  
 no matter the size. our students  
 need their help noW more  
 than ever.” 

   — michelle rhodes,  director oF 
     Financial aid

courtesy photo



FOCAL POINT

Paul Harmelink
Computing and Technology 
Support Helpdesk

 Paul Harmelink is on the frontlines when it comes to helping 
faculty and staff members trouble-shoot their computer issues. 
The battle reference is appropriate, Harmelink said, as the CTS 
HelpDesk operates like a MASH unit.
 “We do triage,” he said, “and figure out if this can be fixed  
over the phone or if it needs to go to advanced support.”
Harmelink is well-known for his calming phone presence, likely 
not easy when the caller is panicky over a computer issue. He 
said he adapted a calming personality early in life, when  
learning to cope with a disability.
 “Life can be easier if I focus on the logical level rather than 
emotional, and computer trouble-shooting is logical. But working 
with computers is not an exact science, it’s more like an art,”  
said Harmelink.

photography by Adam Bird
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E very year, Aaron Haight 
has to scratch her head 

at some of the new student 
organizations that pop up. 
 “Many are unexpected, but 
it’s great to see students getting 
involved, making friends and 
getting to choose from a wide 
variety of organizations to 
join,” said Haight, assistant 
director of Student Life.
 There were 125 registered 
student organizations at Grand 
Valley 10 years ago, but today, 
with the number at nearly 350 
and growing, the wide range 
of organizations are becoming 
more focused and unique. 
Haight said many times new 
students will join a club because 

they want to continue  
something they were 
part of at home, or they 
developed a new interest 
and want to find something 
similar to it on campus.
 View a list of all student 
organizations at Grand 
Valley at www.gvsu.edu/
studentlife/stuey. 
 

 Ballroom Dancing Club 
 It’s not dancing with the  
stars, rather it’s dancing with  
the Lakers. 
 Established in 2007, the 
club has evolved from a tight-
knit group of dancers to an 
organization that welcomes 
any and all students who are 

interested in learning how  
to dance. 
 “We’re changing up our 
meetings a bit this year,” said 
club president Kayla Erskin, 
hospitality and tourism 
management major. “We want  
to appeal to a broader 
audience and attract new 
dancers in addition to 
ones with experience.”
 Meetings include two hours 
of practice and instruction from 
their professional instructor 
Tom, a local dance teacher 
who has been with the group 
since its inception, and an hour 
of open dance. The executive 
board splits the semester 
into three-week increments, 

starting with basics then easing 
into more advanced steps, 
techniques and styles like the 
waltz and tango. Like many 
student organizations, members 
pay a fee at the beginning of 
the semester that covers club 
costs throughout the year.
 The club’s vice president, Sara 
Chittenden, a public relations 
major, said ballroom dancing 
is a different way to express 
yourself. “It seems so rigid from 
what you see in movies, but 
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From atypical 
to academic:
campus organizations cater to every student 
— by Leah Zuber

Ballroom Dancing Club members 
dance on stage in the Performing 
Arts Center.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
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when you start dancing, it’s like 
a whole new world,” she said.
 Erksin said she gives words 
of advice to new members: 
“You just have to go for it 
and not be afraid to make 
a fool of yourself because 
everyone is in the same shoes.” 
(Literally and figuratively.)

 You Beautiful 
Black Woman
 From hosting their 
award-winning hair show 
to mentoring high school 
students in Muskegon, 
members from You Beautiful 
Black Woman can be found 
on- and off-campus helping the 

Nearly 60 You Beautiful Black Woman members meet weekly. From left are members Paris France, Khadijah 
Johnson, Sa’Sha Jones, Terria Williams and Bianca Scott. 

Members of the Writers’ Club stand with their favorite books from 
Schuler Books and Music in Grand Rapids. From left are members 
Elizabeth Drake Parker, Raine Gersky, Brian Hudson and Hannah 
Moeggenborg.

Martin Luther King Jr.; and a 
Fireside Chat hosted annually 
with the Women’s Center.
 YBBW public relations chair 
and junior Paris France said 
she joined the group because 
she heard good things about 
it from friends at Ferris State. 
“To be around so many positive 
women was a different type of 
atmosphere for me,” she said. 
 Nearly 60 members meet 
weekly in the Kirkhof Center 
to plan events and share ideas. 
 “All the hard work put forth 
each year by the e-board and 
members is worth it,” said vice 
president Khadijah Johnson, a 
health communications major. 
“We share a strong bond and 
enjoy how our band of females 
can make an impact on the 
campus community and beyond.” 

 Writers’ Club
 Members advertise their club 
as a place to escape to compose 
words, a retreat to write.
 The Writers’ Club encourages 
any student from any major 
that has an interest in writing 
to attend weekly meetings. 
 “Although writing majors 
are always welcome, we’ve 
had engineering and education 
students join the club as 
well,” said president Hannah 
Moeggenborg, a senior majoring 
in art and creative writing. 
“It’s a time to get away from 
homework to develop ideas 
and write for yourself.”
 The academic organization 
was founded by a group of 
writing consultants at Grand 
Valley’s Fred Meijer Center 
for Writing and Michigan 
Authors about six years ago. 
The group annually publishes 
Running Out of Ink, a collection 
of poems, fiction stories, essays 
and other types of writing. 
Published for the campus 
community, submissions 
are considered from both 
members and non-members.
 During each meeting, students 
are invited to share their 
work and receive feedback by 

community and having fun.
 Founded at Ferris State 
University 21 years ago, YBBW 
at Grand Valley was the second 
chapter established in Michigan, 
dedicated to uniting women 
across college campuses 
regardless of race, creed or color. 
 “We are here to be a support 
system and a sisterhood 
to women who join our 
organization,” said Sa’Sha 
Jones, YBBW president and 
liberal studies major. “We’re 
here to help students through 
college. We’re a family.”
 Helping the community and 
volunteering are important to 
the group. Each year, YBBW 
members mentor high school 
students in Muskegon. Last year, 
proceeds raised at their events 
went to Challenging Heights, 
an organization that sends 
children in Ghana to school. 
 Included on the group’s 
list of campus involvement is 
its annual hair show, which 
received “Best Laker Late Night 
Event” from Grand Valley’s 
Student Organization Center 
in 2009; an annual dinner 
members host in celebration of 
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The Comic Book Club meets weekly in the Kirkhof Center to discuss and share favorite issues.

photos by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Muggle 
Quidditch 
Team:  
Grand Valley 
Grindylows
 Straight from the world 
of Harry Potter, the Grand 
Valley Grindylows compete 
with Quidditch teams from 
Michigan State University, 
University of Michigan 
and others. Complete 
with chasers, beaters, 
and a keeper and seeker, 
the Grindylows welcome 
students interested in being 
part of the team. Learn 
more about the team at 
gvsquidditch.moonfruit.
com and watch their 
student-produced video. 

Unicycle Club
 Forget acrobats, students 
from the Unicycle Club can 
be found on their single-
wheel cycles practicing 
freestyle, municycling 
(mountain unicycling) and 
unicycle hockey at  
their weekly meetings in 
Allendale. The Unicycle 
Club welcomes students of 
all skill levels and conducts 
weekly group rides and 
lessons as well. 

Backpacking 
Club
 Providing a venue to learn 
about wilderness survival, 
outdoor recreation, low-
impact camping, and the 
environment is what  
the Backpacking Club is all 
about. The group organizes 
low-cost trips to Manistee 
National Forest, North and 
South Manitou Islands and 
the Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore Park in the Upper 
Peninsula. 

reading aloud to members.  
 Vice president Brian Hudson, 
a junior majoring in creative 
writing, said he considers 
himself a storyteller, not a 
writer. “I want to go into video 
game development and it’s more 
than writing, it’s story creation, 
so getting that feedback from 
my peers about my stories is 
incredibly helpful,” he said.   
  
 Comic Book Club

 The Comic Book Club at 
Grand Valley stems from 
a common interest shared 
among a group of friends. 
 Current president and 
founder Mike Rapin noticed 
the need for the club. “When 
I came to Grand Valley as a 
freshman, I loved comic books 
and had a handful of friends 
interested in them as well,” he 
said. “It seemed like we were 
constantly trying to talk about 
comic books, so I thought, ‘We 

can’t be the only group of people 
on campus that want to do this.’”
 Rapin founded the Comic 
Book Club, which meets weekly 
in Kirkhof Center, in 2007. 
Rapin usually begins meetings 
with an open discussion about 
what members are currently 
reading. Vice president and 
writing major Brian Murray 
said often the idea and theory 
of comic books become topics 
of discussion as well as social 
themes portrayed in the 
comics, like LGBT issues. 
 “Comic books are a great 
medium for storytelling,” said 
Rapin, a senior majoring in 
computer science. “There 
is something for everyone, 
from romance to fantasy 
to action heroes.”
 The Comic Book Club began 
efforts to raise awareness and 
increase their member base 
last year by hosting a zombie 
walk through the Allendale 

Campus and creating the Super 
Human Registration Act, a 
fantasy initiative where people 
can register their name, super 
power, secret identity and email. 
 Rapin said he wants the club 
to be a place where people 
who are generally interested 
in comics to come and feel 
comfortable talking about 
their hobby. “We encourage 
discussion and conversation and 
want to break that stereotype 
that it’s a guy’s hobby,” he 
said. “There are plenty of 
comic books for girls and 
women and plenty of them are 
interested in comic books.”

Check out more 
photos and behind-
the-scenes footage  
of this story at www.
gvsu.edu/gvmagazine, 
click on “Extras.” 



We know we are not Vogue, Elle, InStyle, GQ or 

Esquire. Yet we also appreciate good fashion, 

and we’ve noticed more than a few fashion-forward Lakers  

on campus. 

 There are Grand Valley students who have more in their 

closets than Laker gear, just as there are faculty and staff 

members who eschew mall department stores and look 

elsewhere to build their wardrobes. The stylish Lakers 

pictured on these pages represent a small sampling of the 

well-dressed people on campus. We paired their favorite 

fall looks with appropriate campus venues, capturing Grand 

Valley’s great surroundings and giving them a taste of the 

modeling lifestyle (it was August and hot).

Now trending  
for fall: 
well-dressed  
Lakers
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Steeve Buckridge 
photo by Elizabeth Lienau
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for fall: 
well-dressed  
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Steeve Buckridge, 
director of Area Studies  
and associate professor of history
 Even as a child in Jamaica, Steeve 
Buckridge had a keen fashion sense that 
he said drew from his family’s work in the 
industry. His father was a tailor and his 
mother, who worked as a nurse, also made 
dresses.
 Buckridge worked briefly as a fashion 
designer and illustrator. He joined Grand 
Valley’s faculty 13 years ago; his scholarly 
research includes studying African 
influences in fashion.
 Shopping for clothes is usually done 
while traveling, Buckridge said. He follows 
designers “who suit my style,” which he 
described as contemporary classic.

Elizabeth Uitvlugt, junior, art and 
design major from Zeeland
 A junior from Zeeland, Elizabeth Uitvlugt 
is paying her own way through college. To 
help make ends meet, she shops at vintage 
and thrift stores. 
 Uitvlugt also sews many of her own 
fashions, a skill her grandmother taught her. 
“I like going to second-hand stores because 
you find different things, things I can’t find 
anywhere else,” she said.
 Her local favorites: Goodwill stores in 
Holland and Allendale.

Elizabeth Uitvlugt 
photo by Amanda Pitts
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Bryan Beran, junior, health 
communications major from 
Sterling Heights
 Bryan Beran often walks past traditional 
stores for millennials — think Abecrombie 
and Hollister — to head for Macy’s or  
Banana Republic. A member of Delta 
Sigma Phi, Beran said he felt compelled 
to improve his wardrobe after attending 
a national fraternity conference in the 
South. “Those guys really know how 
to dress, and I wanted to look more 
professional,” he said.
 A Beran staple: V-neck T-shirt under  
a V-neck sweater.

Bryan Beran 
photo by Amanda Pitts
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Melissa Peraino, director of educational 
outreach for Continuing Education
 When Melissa Peraino lost weight and dropped 
three dress sizes, she needed to build a wardrobe 
quickly and within budget.
 She found herself at Goodwill stores and 
consignment shops and, really, has never left. And, 
oh, the treasures people leave behind! “I’ve found  
a Gucci bag, a Louis Vuitton,” Peraino said.
 Her efforts were rewarded last summer 
at a conference in Vermont when a woman 
complimented her outfits, all which came from  
thrift stores.
 Peraino slang: she calls Goodwill “the blue 
boutique.”

Melissa Peraino 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker



Willy Bigirimana, senior, 
electrical engineering major 
from Rwanda, Africa
 Willy Bigirimana is among the 300-
plus international students who call 
Grand Valley home. 
 He found Grand Valley through a web 
search, after typing in his interests. 
Bigirimana’s sister is studying medicine 
in New York. He went to a high school 
that required students to wear a 
uniform, including a tie.
 While he’s no longer “a tie person,” 
Bigirimana said he enjoys shopping for 
sneakers and shoes. His 6-foot 5-inch 
frame makes it difficult to find pants 
that fit, however. “I have a small waist, 
but then to fit my waist, I can’t get the 
length I need,” he said.

Check out more fashion  
shoots with these models at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine, 
click on “Extras.”
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Willy Bigirimana 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
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Wheels go round
New programs expand sustainable 
travel options  — by Leah Zuber 

 The wheels on the buses 
at Grand Valley continue to 
go round, but students are 
quickly migrating to a little 
old-fashioned pedal power 
that uses no fuel at all. 
 To address the university’s 
continuing growth and focus 
on sustainable practices, two 
new transportation programs 
kicked off this fall to provide 
the campus community 
with more eco-friendly, 
convenient travel options. 

Rent a bike
 The university provides some 
2,042 bicycle parking spaces 
and the number of users is 
growing every year, said Lisa 
Haynes, assistant vice president 
for Pew Campus Operations. 
She noted that more students 
are using bikes as their main 
source of transportation. 
 In response to the growing 
number of bikers on campus, the 
university created a program, 
allowing students, faculty and 
staff members to rent bikes for 
a semester on the Allendale and 
Pew Grand Rapids campuses. 
The new initiative was 
introduced as a pilot program 
this fall. Haynes said she and her 
team will evaluate the program’s 
success after this academic year. 
 Haynes explained that the 
idea stems from observing other 
universities in Michigan and 
noticing how often bikes are 
abandoned on campuses toward 
the end of each year. “Instead 
of throwing the deserted bikes 
away, we’re recycling them 
and providing the campus 
community with another 
transportation option,” she said. 
 Nearly 30 bikes were repaired 
and revamped by a local, 
independently-owned bicycle 
shop over the summer for 
use on campus with a deposit 

and small fee. Departments 
are also invited to rent one of 
the revamped bicycles. 
 Haynes said she hopes giving 
students a practical way to use 
bicycles will help build a bike 
community on campus.  

Arrange a ride online
 Carpooling just got a little 
easier with the introduction 
of a new website that matches 
faculty and staff members 
with others offering or 
looking for rides to or from 
Grand Valley’s campuses. 
 The new system will pair 
commuters with others based 
on their location, frequency and 
time of day. Users can register 
as a rider or ride provider.  
 Jalyn Kamp, customer 
service clerk for Pew Campus 
Operations, said greenhouse 
emissions can be cut in half if 
two people carpool instead of 
taking separate cars. “Often, 
drivers can fit four more people 
in a vehicle, so we hope they will 
begin to use this resource and 
hopefully, as time goes on and 
the website gains momentum, 
the options will become more 
diverse and frequent,” she said.  
 Haynes agreed and said 
with soaring gas prices, people 
are looking for something 
like this. “Instead of putting a 
notice on a bulletin board or 
hearing word of mouth, we’re 
letting the technology do the 
search for you,” she said.
 While the program is 
currently exclusive for 
faculty and staff members, 
Kamp encourages students 
to peruse the Rapids’ online 
carpooling program at 
www.wmrideshare.org.
 The university has come 
a long way since starting 
the bus shuttle system in 
1996, said Haynes. “We’ve 

reached the point where 
people have embraced 
alternative methods of 
transportation. These two 
new programs are another 
phase in that,” she said.
 Learn more about Grand 
Valley’s transportation 
programs at www.gvsu.
edu/transportation. 

Students, faculty and staff 
members can now rent bicycles 
on campus.

photo by Adam Bird

Did you know?
• The bus program at  
 Grand Valley increased 5,939 
 percent in 14 years; it went 
 from an average of 5,300 
 riders per month in 1996 to 
 320,081 riders per month  
 in 2010.
• Riding a bike for one hour 
 burns 272 calories.
• Bus riders saved 1.6 million 
 gallons of gas during the  
 2009-2010 academic year.
• Sharing a ride with one other 
 person can cut commuting 
 costs in half.

SUSTAINABILITY



More than 2,400 artifacts are 
preserved at the Jenison Museum.

Veta Tucker, founding director of 
the Kutsche Office of Local History, 
poses with items from a Michigan 
Women’s Hall of Fame exhibit on 
Merz Tate. 

photos by Amanda Pitts

— by Mary Isca Pirkola

 Think of it as a catalyst for 
local history preservation and 
documentation efforts. While 
the Kutsche Office of Local 
History may not wave pom-
poms, the team of dedicated 
staff and students do a lot of 
cheering on and channeling 
of resources to recharge our 
knowledge of local history. A 
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame 
exhibit, several local history 
books and a documentary about 
the 1970s feminist movement in 
West Michigan are among the 

many projects coming to fruition 
with support from the Kutsche 
Office. 
 Established in August 
2008, the Kutsche Office is 
a humanities-based learning 
initiative and the fulfillment of a 
dream by Paul Kutsche, a Grand 
Rapids resident whose generous 
gift launched the office that 
bears his name. He founded the 
Department of Anthropology 
at Colorado College, where he 
was named professor emeritus 
after teaching there for 34 
years. After returning to Grand 
Rapids, Kutsche sought a way 
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Local history
efforts
Kutsche Office
Resources from Grand Valley give voice to area minority groups

to document the contributions 
of marginalized groups who are 
often invisible in local history. 
His desire to pair these efforts 
with hands-on community 
history projects planted the 
Kutsche Office in the Brooks 
College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies, where students from a 
wide variety of disciplines can 
blend classroom knowledge 
with active experience.
 “Telling the story of a person’s 
life takes us in many directions, 
including, of course, history, 
but also religion, politics, family 
matters and more,” said Veta 
Tucker, founding director of the 
Kutsche Office. “This is why it is 
such a plus to have this office in 
the Brooks College. It allows us 
to spread across many academic 
disciplines and blend separate 
areas of knowledge in creative 
and innovative ways.”
 Tucker was selected as 
director following 15 years of 
teaching American and African 
American literature, African 
American studies, and women 
and gender studies at Grand 
Valley, while also engaged in a 
variety of local history projects. 
She served as curator for the 
Muskegon County Museum of 
African American History, as a 
planning committee member for 

“Telling the story of a person’s 
life takes us in many directions, 
including, of course, history, but 
also religion, politics, family 
matters and more ... ”
    — Veta Tucker, founding director 
      of the Kutsche Office.

the “Sanctuary and Deliverance” 
public mural project in Cass 
County, and chairperson for 
the Michigan Freedom Trail 
Commission, which preserves, 
protects and promotes the 
legacy of the Underground 
Railroad and antislavery 
movement in Michigan. She was 
re-appointed to the commission 
in August by Gov. Rick Snyder.
  The mission of the Kutsche 
Office is multidimensional, said 
Tucker. The first priority is 
giving voice to minority groups 
whose contributions to local 
history have gone understudied 
and unrecognized. A second 
dimension reinforces Grand 
Valley’s students’ understanding 
of public history production 
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from six counties came.” Tucker 
said it is a perfect fit with one of 
the pillars of the Kutsche Office 
mission — to assist local history 
organizations that deliver public 
history to their communities. 
 The Roundtable maintains a 
website and meets annually to 
share ideas and challenges, and 
the Kutsche Office helps them 
find solutions. “We don’t tell 
them what to do, but try to offer 
support for what they identify as 
needs,” said Tucker. “We solicit 
their ideas and work with them 
to bring them to fruition.”
 One of the Roundtable 
members, the Lakeshore 
Museum Center of Muskegon, 
said they get daily calls from 
people wondering what they 
should do with historical 
documents and artifacts 
they have acquired. “This is 
something many museums deal 
with, but answering questions 
is very time consuming,” said 
Tucker. “So we partnered 
with Lakeshore Museum’s 
professional curatorial staff to 
conduct a series of workshops, 
Museum 101, that provided lots 
of information and handouts.” 
Each workshop was very 
well attended, and the one in 
Allendale drew Grand Valley 
students. 

Student 
opportunities 
 Getting hands-on experience 
and new ideas for career 
possibilities are also the goals 
behind student internships. The 
Kutsche Office has benefited 
from work by student interns 
from a variety of disciplines, 
including Abby D’Addario, an 
English language and literature 
major, who helped formalize 
fall internship possibilities 
with at least 15 local history 
organizations and posted them 
on the Kutsche Office website, 
www.gvsu.edu/kutsche.
 D’Addario previously worked 
for the Jenison Historical 
Association, inventorying many 
of the 2,400 artifacts at the 
Jenison Museum. “We created 

a database and then went 
from room to room, entering 
a description for every single 
item from farm tools in the 
attic to grooming implements 
in the bedroom,” she said. 
“It’s amazing how much 
history these items capture, 
from clothing styles to types 
of kitchen items.” D’Addario 
returned there this summer 
with Godwin Jabangwe, a film 
and video major, to make a 
short film introducing student 
interns to the procedures and 
expectations of working with a 
museum. Jabangwe also assists 
the Kutsche Office with website 
development.
 “Another project we are 
currently working on is 
with the Center for African 
American Art and History in 
Holland, updating its website 
and organizing an exhibit on 
the Underground Railroad,” 
said Tucker. “They also want 
to create a documentary about 
blacks in Holland and we are 
working with them on getting 
the research done and providing 
student interns to do some of it.”
 Other internship projects run 
the gamut from researching 
and updating data on Grand 
Rapids’ Heritage Hill homes and 
forgotten Civil War Memorials 
in West Michigan, to a number 
of archival and demonstration 
projects at area historic 
museums and local history 
organizations. 
 “Our interns get training in 
basic archiving procedures 
and have the opportunity to 
participate in local history 
research and preservation,” said 
Tucker. “They also have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
annual Roundtable discussion 
with local history organizations 
and discover the importance 
of cultural institutions to local 
communities.”

Faculty grants and 
projects
 As a faculty member, Tucker 
has been involved in another 
Kutsche Office project: the 

by engaging them in hands-on, 
history-driven service learning. 
The office also encourages 
Grand Valley faculty members to 
engage in historical scholarship 
and research and provides 
competitive grant funding. 

Community 
outreach and 
engagement
 The Kutsche Office launched 
its outreach to the community 
by working with the organizers 
of Grand Valley’s 2009 Great 
Lakes History Conference, 
which focused that year on 
indigenous people. A workshop, 
“Journey to Forgiveness,” was 
presented by Shannon Martin 
and Grand Valley alumnus 
Hunter Genia, ’92 and ’99, 
from the Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture in Mt. 
Pleasant. More than 200 people 
attended the session where they 

discussed efforts to promote 
awareness, dialogue and 
forgiveness for trauma from the 
national Indian boarding school 
program. Under the program, 
Native children were forcibly 
removed from their homes to 
attend one of 500 schools run by 
the government and churches 
to assimilate Native people. 
Among them was the former 
Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial 
School, which was in existence 
from 1893-1933.
 The West Michigan 
Local History Roundtable 
brings together local history 
practitioners from many area 
communities. “This was a very 
active group under the direction 
of Grand Rapids City Historian 
Gordon Olson until he retired,” 
said Tucker. “In 2010 we revived 
that group by inviting interested 
organizations to attend a 
meeting. More than 70 groups 

Students Godwin Jabangwe and Abby D’Addario made a short film at the 
Jenison Museum to help train future Kutsche Office student interns. 

photo by Amanda Pitts
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The Kutsche Office of Local History has provided 
assistance for several book projects. 

Slaves Soldiers Citizens, by Grand Haven 
historian and author Wallace K. Ewing, is 
the story of African Americans who settled 
in Northwest Ottawa County as early as 
1845 to the present, and left their mark on 
the tri-cities of Grand Haven, Ferrysburg, 
Spring Lake and surrounding communities. 

A New Home in Michigan, by Daniel Yakes 
and Connie Navarro started as a collection 
or oral histories. It tells the story of Mexican 
Americans who migrated to Muskegon prior 
to World War II. Twenty-eight personal 
histories record the memories of Mexicans 
and Mexican Americans who lived near or 
in the Ryerson Heights Housing Project 
during and following the war and provide a 
compelling social history.

For the Love of a Culture, was produced by 
the Grand Valley American Indian Lodge to 
document its history as members celebrate 
their 50th anniversary. The Grand Rapids-
based organization promotes Native culture, 
customs and traditions and addresses the 
needs of today’s Native families.

Ethnic Women’s Oral History 
Series. “When I teach my Black 
Women’s History course, I try to 
engage students in projects that 
will also serve the community,” 
said Tucker. “I invite students 
to go out into the community 
and conduct oral histories 
of unsung black women 
community leaders. Some of 
these are already uploaded on 
our website.” Also included 
on the website is an interview 
with Shannon Martin, director 
of the Ziibiwing Center, and an 
interview of Hoa Nguyen, an 
85-year-old Vietnamese woman 
who came to the U.S. in 1994, 
conducted in Vietnamese by 
Connie Dang, director of Grand 
Valley’s Office of Multicultural 
Affairs.  
 Sherry Johnson, an assistant 
professor of English, received 
a mini-grant to collaborate 
with Sonya Bernard Hollins, 
an African American journalist 
and community researcher from 
Kalamazoo. Hollins has spent 
years gathering details on the 

life of Merz Tate, who grew up 
on a farm in Mecosta County, 
was the first African American 
woman to earn a doctorate from 
Oxford University and later 
served in the U.S. Department of 
State. 
 Grand Valley students from 
the Department of Art & Design 
mounted about 50 digital 
photographs that were included 
in the Tate exhibit at the 
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame 
in Lansing in April, and students 
in Tucker’s Black Women’s 
History class created a passport 
to guide visitors through the 
exhibit.
 Barbara Roos, associate 
professor of film and video 
production in the School of 
Communications, received a 
Kutsche mini-grant to share 
information about the existence 
of a strong, nationally known 
activist feminist movement 
in West Michigan during the 
1970s, including several with 
ties to Grand Valley’s cluster 
colleges. Ann Filmyr, a 1978 

graduate of Grand Valley’s 
Thomas Jefferson College, was 
interviewed, and Roos plans to 
incorporate film shot from that 
period by former TJC faculty 
member Jere VanSyoch. Grand 
Valley archivist Nancy Richard 
has located additional materials 
relevant to local feminist 
activities. 
 Roos said the project will 
share these materials in three 
ways: academic articles, a short 
informational DVD and online. 
“Website users will be able 
to search and select from the 
collection to meet their personal 
needs,” said Roos. “We hope to 
include a feature that allows 
users to comment, thus making 
the project, in part, open-ended 
and process-oriented.”

Looking ahead
 Tucker noted that a new 
steering committee is in 
place for the Local History 
Roundtable that will determine 
the needs and goals for the 
year, leading up to the annual 

meeting in April. Meanwhile, 
she established a monthly radio 
show about local history with 
WGVU’s Shelley Irwin called “It 
Happened Right Here!”
 The series started in 
September, airing on the WGVU 
Morning Show the second 
Monday of each month at 9:30 
a.m. Each segment will shine the 
spotlight on local history with 
guests from the Roundtable. The 
conversations will be archived 
for podcast within 24 hours 
of airtime and archived on 
the Local History Roundtable 
website, providing another 
permanent resource.
 “This is yet another way that 
our presence and visibility in 
the community, I hope, will let 
people know they can come to 
us with their history projects,” 
said Tucker. “If a community 
group has a project that fits our 
mission, we can help them bring 
it to reality.”
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 It seems like Grand Valley 
is experiencing the busiest 
construction season in 
its 51-year history. The L. 
William Seidman Center 
is being built in downtown 
Grand Rapids, while, on the 
Allendale Campus, construction 
continues on the Mary Idema 
Pew Library Learning and 
Information Commons, the 
student recreation fields and 
the north wetland complex.
 Several other projects 
took place over the summer 
and were completed just 
before fall semester began.
 “The busiest construction 

season was actually in 2008,” 
said James Moyer, assistant 
vice president for Facilities 
Planning. “Back then, we 
added nearly three quarters 
of a million square feet to the 
Allendale Campus. There is 
only one building project right 
now (the library) and it just 
happens to be in the middle of 
campus. We are doing work 
that impacts streets and travel 
routes, therefore it is visible.”
 Moyer said summer 
construction brought about 
300 workers to the Allendale 
Campus and nearly 2,000 
trucks for various projects. 

Mary Idema Pew Library
 Signs and barriers quickly 
went up after students left 
in April, as work on the new 
154,000-square-foot library 
began in the heart of the 
Allendale Campus. Construction 
called for hauling about 1,800 
truckloads of dirt off campus 
between May and October. The 
site, near the Kirkhof Center, 
also includes an impressive 
piece of equipment — the 
largest crane ever used on 
the Allendale Campus.
 Pioneer Construction, 
the construction manager 
for the project, signed a 

Detours and     
  orange cones
Campus construction brings in hundreds of workers  
and thousands of trucks  — by Dottie Barnes

students relax along new landscaping and steps near the pond by Zumberge Library.

photo by April Joy Galbreath

safety agreement with the 
Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulation 
Affairs (LARA) and the 
Michigan Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
(MIOSHA). Grand Valley 
is a supporting partner.    
 The partnership means there 
is a greater presence of safety 
inspectors at the construction 
site and each worker must 
complete a safety course. At 
the height of the construction, 
Moyer said there could be 
as many as 300 tradesmen 
on-site, putting in a total of 
about 300,000 hours before 
the project is complete.
 The new library will provide 
about 1,500 seats for student 
study, 20 group study rooms, 
and offices and support areas 
for faculty and staff members. 
There will be room for 150,000 
books on open shelves and 
600,000 books in an automated 
storage/retrieval system.   
 The current plan is to build 
the library to the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s LEED 
Platinum specifications, the 
highest possible standard in 
that sustainable rating system. 
The project is scheduled to 
be completed in May 2013, 
with a grand opening that fall.

Construction classroom
 Projects like the new 
library can become a valuable 
classroom for students. David 
Cox, safety manager in Facilities 
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Services, teaches a construction 
safety course and will have his 
students tour the library site 
during the winter semester.
 “The sites provide students 
with a unique opportunity to 
observe a real construction 
job,” said Cox. “The class 
covers construction hazards 
and prevention methods, but 
many students haven’t been on 
a construction site. The field 
experience gives students a 
greater respect for the trade 
plus an understanding of 
the unique challenges in the 
construction industry.”
 Stephanie Zizzo took the 
course before graduating 
from Grand Valley in April. 
She now works for Summit 
Training in Grand Rapids as 
an environmental, health and 
safety specialist. “Touring the 
sites allowed me to see just 
how grueling the process can 
be for construction workers,” 
said Zizzo. “We learned 
safety do’s and don’ts in the 
classroom, but watching the 
workers makes you realize why 
certain steps are necessary. 
We had to climb a three-story 
ladder to get perspective. It 
was safe, but I was scared.”
 Cox said Grand Valley is 
one of the few universities 
where facility operations 
work with academics.

Traffic signals
 New on the Allendale Campus 
this fall are two traffic lights; 
one is at the intersection of 
Calder and Campus drives. 
“This traffic light will give 
cars a chance to use the 
intersection,” said Moyer. “The 
pedestrian traffic was so heavy 
that the cars had difficulty 
going through the intersection. 
Given the near-misses when 
drivers did get a chance to go, 
the signal should provide an 
increased level of safety.”  
 The second signal is near 
the Alumni House. Moyer said 
that signal should allow greater 
use of Laker Drive as a route to 
M-45. He said the signal will 
give people on Laker Drive an 

opportunity to make a left turn 
and could also reduce some of 
the traffic on Campus Drive.

Pond renovation
 Students, faculty and staff 
members are now enjoying 
beautiful new landscaping 
and steps near the pond by 
Zumberge Library. Moyer 
said work in the area was an 
opportunity to help manage 
stormwater on campus and 
to create space for a student 
events tent. Workers were 
also able to solve a wet ground 
problem between Kirkhof 
Center and Zumberge. 
 “For stormwater, we will allow 
the level of the pond to float up 
and down,” said Moyer. “The 
water above the low level will 
be used for lawn irrigation. The 
pond was originally constructed 
for stormwater management 
but eventually was converted to 
a lawn feature; now it has been 
returned to its original use.”
 With the construction of 
the library, Student Life lost 
its tent site for events. Moyer 
said new lawn was put in for 
a new tent site that is now 
located in the heart of campus. 

Summer storms
 Summer storms and  
several rainy days took a toll on 
the construction projects that 
involved earth work. A powerful 
storm in June caused rushing 
water to damage doors in Lake 
Michigan Hall, flooding the 
building. 
 The storm also flooded more 
than a quarter mile of the utility 
tunnel, creating extensive 
damage that will not be repaired 
until the end of the year. Several 
buildings on the Allendale 
Campus also lost power.
 “We received an enormous 
amount of rainfall in a very 
short amount of time,” said 
Moyer. “Some work in place 
was destroyed. At the library 
site, a floor slab for the tunnel 
extension had to be delayed 
until the mud could be removed 
and the reinforcing bars  
re-installed. 

 “There were many instances 
where the sedimentation control 
systems were overburdened by 
the rain and these protections 
had to be re-established. At 
times the contractors had to 
wait until the ground was dry to 
start anew.” 
 Moyer said contractors 
have worked diligently to get 
themselves back on schedule.

Visit www.gvsu.edu/
gvmagazine and 
click on “Extras” to 
see photos of library 
construction.

a view from a construction crane shows progress of the Mary Idema Pew 
Library Learning and Information commons.

photo courtesy of Pioneer Construction
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 A phenomenon known as 
LipDub has taken much of 
the world by storm. At least 
four creative LipDub videos, 
produced both on- and off-
campus, have benefited from the 
efforts of Grand Valley students, 
faculty and staff members, 
and alumni. Each project 
also had the ability to build a 
strong sense of community, 
serve as an entertaining and 
exciting marketing tool and 
incite frenzy by local, national 
and international media. To 
explore the LipDub hubbub, 
Grand Valley Magazine’s Mary 
Isca Pirkola spoke with Kim 
Roberts, associate professor 
of film and video in the 
School of Communications, 
about her first-hand 
production experience.

Grand Valley Magazine: For 
anyone who is unfamiliar with 
a LipDub, could you explain it?
Kim Roberts: A LipDub is a 
creative interpretation of a song 
including lip synchronization 
with the lyrics. The technical 
challenge is that LipDub 
videos must be completed in 
one unedited take, though 
music and sound effects can 
be dubbed in afterward. 

GVM: How did Grand Valley 
decide to produce a LipDub?
KR: Chris Coleman, a film and 
video student from Macomb 
Township, and alumnus Greg 
Kort, came to me to ask for 
support and direction to do a 
Grand Valley LipDub. I thought 
it would be a great opportunity, 
as a marketing tool, to show 

off the university during our 
50th anniversary. We chose 
the song “Come Sail Away,” 
performed by Styx, which tied 
into the Lakers and provided 
feel-good vibes, music and 
lyrics. It premiered at the 2010 
Homecoming football game.
 It involved more than 600 
participants from all aspects 
of the university, and more 
than 60 students gained 
critical experience in video 
production. The project was 
a great vehicle for building a 
sense of campus community 
and a lot of fun. View it at www.
youtube.com by searching 
“Grand Valley LipDub.”

GVM: Grand Valley was also 
able to get the local media 
interested and the video 
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went viral on social media 
sites, breaking the Top 100 in 
YouTube’s “Entertainment” 
category shortly after it was 
posted. Is that when people 
from the City of Grand 
Rapids asked you for advice 
on producing a LipDub?
KR: Yes, the Rob Bliss project 
sought not only my advice, but 
drew on the talents of many of 
our students for the production 
— as well as an appearance by 
President Haas, who was in a 
scene with other city leaders. 
(Visit YouTube and search 
“Grand Rapids LipDub.”)

GVM: Actually, President Haas 
makes cameo appearances 
in three local LipDub videos, 
including Grand Valley’s, Grand 
Rapids’ and another made for 
Clark Retirement Community. 
How did that one come about?
KR: Jane Brierley, director 
of marketing and admissions 
at Clark, had seen Grand 
Valley’s LipDub and was quite 
impressed. She contacted me 
about the possibility of helping 
to create a LipDub with Clark 
residents. After a site visit and 
chatting about ideas, I agreed 
to produce the first LipDub 
performed solely by residents 
of a retirement community. I 
contacted many students who 
I know to be talented and we 
built a solid crew. We set the 
Clark LipDub to the music 
of Michael Buble’s cover of 
“Feeling Good,” with more than 
a dozen scenes that reenacted 
the glamorous days of yesteryear 
and poked fun at the stereotypes 
of aging. (Visit YouTube and 
search “Clark Retirement 
Community LipDub.”)

GVM: I heard that the students 
were overly sensitive and 
protective of the seniors and 
didn’t want to include anything 
that might offend them.
KR: Yes, even though Jane and I 
said it would be all right, it took 
the OK of one of the residents to 
convince the students to include 
scenes such as the Depends theft 
or the prune juice cocktails.



Q&A

GVM: Once again, the LipDub 
generated tremendous media 
attention, including segments 
on the “Today Show,” “Good 
Morning America,” “Inside 
Edition,” Fox News and CNN, 
as well as postings on popular 
social media sites, even 
breaking 1 million views on 
YouTube. What other ways have 
these videos drawn positive 
attention to Grand Valley?
KR: Grand Valley’s LipDub is 
shown at orientation sessions 
and by the Student Life office to 
excite new students and show 
off the campus. The Grand 
Valley and Clark videos resulted 
in requests from other clients, 
providing job opportunities 
for our students and the recent 
graduates who worked on them. 
Matthew von Dayton, who 
graduated in April, went home 
to Traverse City and produced 
a very ambitious LipDub for 
the town. It premiered at the 
Traverse City Film Festival 
and got rave reviews. (View 
it at vimeo.com/27447114.)
 We have also received 
requests to repost the Clark 
video on a number of websites: 
AARP, a nursing care center 
in North Carolina and the 
Wisconsin Board on Aging and 
Long Term Care. Each of these 
websites provides a new source 
of exposure and recognition for 
Grand Valley and our students’ 
talents. And that’s where it 
becomes meaningful to me 
personally. It’s not so much the 
numbers, but the discussion 
that has ensued over retirement 
“homes” and how we spend our 
final years. With the exposure 
of AARP and these other sites, 
it is my fondest dream that we 
find a way for more people to 
afford this type of retirement. 
Clearly, this is important to 
people all over the world as 
you see the response it has 
received across the globe. 

GVM: So LipDubs hold 
lasting value, beyond the 
immediate flurry of attention?
KR: I’m proud of the work we 
have done and the attention it 

has received for the university 
and for our students. There are 
some people who may not fully 
appreciate the significance of 
LipDubs, or who see them as 
“cheesy” or amateur videos. I 
was delighted to hear otherwise 
at a recent University Film & 
Video Association conference 
in which educators discussed 
the value of a LipDub both as 
a teaching and learning tool, 
and as part of a marketing 
strategy. The keynote speech 
discussed the future of media 
education and noted that 
LipDubs are relevant to the way 
people consume information 
today. It also reinforced that a 
certain amount of playfulness 
is central to learning. This has 
been our experience as well. I 
also know that Grand Valley’s 
LipDub has been viewed and 
discussed in classrooms at 
other Michigan universities.
 As a production, the one-shot 
is seriously challenging. As 
editors, we are used to creating 
transitions through various 
camera angles and electronically 
on the computer, but that isn’t 
possible in a LipDub. It all has 
to be done in front of the camera 
as it’s rolling. The beauty of 
this for me as an instructor is 
how much it teaches the value 
of preproduction, which is 90 
percent of any LipDub. For the 
viewers, the attraction is that it 
is uplifting to see a lot of people 
come together for a common 
goal, and to show pride in their 
community. For marketing 
experts, the tremendous number 
of online views is very exciting.

GVM: So what’s next for you?
KR: I’m hoping to redesign a 
course that I currently teach in 
order to focus on storytelling 
through transmedia, where 
stories are told and created over 
multiple formats and venues. I’d 
like to visit universities that are 
making plans to add transmedia 
storytelling to their film and 
video programs and hopefully 
return with ideas that will 
ignite our entire community. 
The beauty of LipDubs and, 

Top, the closing scene of the GV Lipdub is shot by students  
Lucas Flora, Chris Coleman and James Morse, pictured in clubcar,  
center. Bottom, a scene from Clark LipDub, also produced by Roberts 
with a Grand Valley crew. 

photos (top to bottom) by Bernadine Carey-Tucker, Amanda Pitts, courtesy photo
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as an extension, transmedia, is 
that one person cannot create 
them alone. This is truly an art 
form that is interdisciplinary 
and demands collegiality 
from all collaborators. I look 

forward to collaborating with 
colleagues throughout the 
university in order to take 
us to the next level and keep 
Grand Valley on the map.
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reseArch

The expedition crew included (second from right) Mark Schwartz, associate professor of anthropology, and 
(third from left) student Mara Deckinga. Mark Gleason, ’78, director of education for the Great Lakes Naval 
Memorial and Museum, is fourth from right.
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 The Lumberman, a wooden 
schooner built in the Civil War 
era to haul lumber, capsized 
in Lake Michigan during a 
powerful storm in 1893. The 
vessel has a unique tie to 
Grand Valley and was built in 
such a way that it has piqued 
the interest of historians and 
archaeologists. 
 The Lumberman was traveling 
from Chicago when it sank off 
the coast of Wisconsin, four 
miles east of Oak Creek. As it 
sank, the masts stayed straight 
up in the water allowing the 
crew to escape death and be 
rescued by a passing steam 
ship. Mark Schwartz, associate 
professor of anthropology, took 
a research team to visit the 
wreckage in July.
 “The Lumberman was built 
in the 1860s in a shipyard 
community called Blendon 
Landing, by the A.C. Litchfield 
Shipyard,” said Schwartz. 
“The site is located on the 
Grand River on Grand Valley 
property. Jan Brashler of the 
Anthropology Department has 
been conducting excavations 
there with students.”
 A historical marker sits 
outside of Lake Michigan 
Hall that includes facts about 
Blendon Landing. The town of 

Underwater treasure
Professor makes rare visit to Lake Michigan shipwreck  — by Dottie Barnes

200 residents had a boarding 
house, school, store, blacksmith 
shop, saloon and ice house. 
White pine and hardwoods 
were transported by train to 
manufacture ships, railroad cars 
and guns. The town sawmill 
burned in 1864 and by 1870 the 
railroad was abandoned. By 1912, 
Blendon was deserted.
 In 1965, Richard E. Flanders, a 
professor at Grand Valley, began 
excavating the Blendon Landing 
site as part of the university’s 

archaeology program.
 Grand Valley’s commitment 
to researching Blendon Landing 
continued in Lake Michigan 
with Schwartz’s visit to the 
remains of the Lumberman. 
The vessel, which now sits in 
60 feet of water, offers unique 
construction features and is 
an important resource for 
archaeologists, said Schwartz.
 “It was one of only four 
Great Lakes schooners that 
was equipped with a double 
centerboard,” he said. “It would 
be extremely useful to examine 
the section of the schooner 
that lies below the lake bed to 
document the construction 
techniques used.”
 Schwartz received permission 
from the Wisconsin Historic 
Society to assess the condition 
of the wreck and take images 
of the schooner from the 
W.G. Jackson, a Grand Valley 
research vessel. A Grand 
Valley anthropology student 
participated in the project; 
Schwartz said they worked in 
collaboration with the Great 
Lakes Naval Memorial and 

Museum and Seaview Systems. 
The work was supported by 
the Center for Scholarly and 
Creative Excellence, College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
and the Department of 
Anthropology.
 “We were able to get quality 
images and video inside of 
the wreckage using a remote 
operated vehicle, however, we 
had a hard time penetrating 
the sand on the bottom with 
imaging sonar,” said Schwartz. 
“We will need to use more 
powerful equipment on the  
next trip.”       
 Schwartz said the 
environment of the Great 
Lakes provides a wonderful 
opportunity to document and 
explore well-preserved historic 
shipwrecks but divers collecting 
souvenirs and invasive species, 
such as the zebra and quagga 
mussels, are beginning to take 
their toll.
 To see a video documenting 
Schwartz’s trip to the 
Lumberman visit www.gvsu.
edu/gvmagazine and click on 
“Extras.”

An underwater view from the ROV shows the bow and deck of the 
schooner Lumberman. 



Domino’s Pizza pitch man:  
alumnus is behind franchise revival
 When he showed up as a 
freshman on Grand Valley’s 
campus in a suit and tie, 
Brandon Solano, ’94, never 
imagined he would end up 
becoming the face of a multi-
billion dollar pizza franchise. 
He did, however, have high 
expectations for his future.
 “I thought if you work 
hard, are creative and make a 
difference, then good things 
will happen,” he said.
 Solano received a scholarship 
as part of the Minority Business 
Education Center. He took 
advantage of every minute 
as a student, and he got right 
to work, affecting change 
in the campus culture. He 
played on the club hockey 
team, joined Student Senate, 
served as president of Delta 
Sigma Phi fraternity, worked 
as a resident assistant and was 
elected to the Homecoming 
court his senior year. 
 One of Solano’s most 
defining moments as a student 
was becoming the founding 
president of the Latino Student 
Union. Solano and other LSU 
students helped to bring labor 
organizer Cesar Chavez to 
campus in 1993 to talk about 
civil rights. About a week 
after Chavez visited Grand 
Valley, he died at age 66.
 “I got a signed thank-you 

Brandon Solano, ’94, appears in a television ad for Domino’s. As vice 
president of brand innovation, Solano is credited with the re-creation of 
the franchise’s pizza recipe.

ALumni news
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letter in the mail after Mr. 
Chavez passed away. I still 
have that letter, and I cherish 
it to this day,” Solano said.
 Even with all of his campus 
involvement, Solano stayed 
focused in the classroom. He 
had his eye set on a promising 
career in film. His inspiration 
was Hollywood director Spike 
Lee, a role model who was 
paving the way for independent 
filmmakers of color in the 
’80s and ’90s. Solano said 
his career focus narrowed 
following a public relations 
class field trip to a TV studio.
  “They had all these 
machines and they were 
editing commercials, and I 
saw that the guy calling the 
shots was the client who was 
paying for the commercials,” 
said Solano. “It was then I 
decided I wanted to be a part 
of the production process. 
Instead of being the director, I 
wanted to become the client.”
 After earning a bachelor’s 
degree in advertising and 
public relations, Solano had 
an internship with Pepsi that 
helped begin his climb up 
the corporate ladder through 
Fortune 500 companies Coca-
Cola, Hershey’s, Kellogg’s 
and Proctor & Gamble. 
 While working at Proctor & 
Gamble, Solano helped convince 
parents everywhere to buy 
Sunny Delight  when he helped 
produce his first commercial 
at the age of 27. Later, while 
working for Hershey’s, he 
went on to re-launch the 
once-struggling Ice Breakers 
gum and mint products. He 
worked with young Hollywood 
stars Jessica Simpson, Ashlee 
Simpson, Hilary and Haylie 
Duff on some of the brand’s 
most popular commercials to 
date. It wasn’t long before he 
was promoted and ran one 
of Hershey’s biggest brands: 

Solano prepares a pizza in the Domino’s kitchen during a ‘Pizza Today’ 
photo shoot.
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“... If you work  
hard, are creative and 
make a difference,  
then good things 
will happen.”

 — Brandon Solano, ’94
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups. 
 “I went from thinking, ‘Gee, 
it would be cool to work in 
film,’ to ‘Wow, I’m in Malibu 
filming a commercial with  Continues on page 32

Jessica Simpson,’” he said.
 On the fast track to corporate 
success, Solano became a 
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believer in honesty, and a 
bigger believer in second 
chances. It was his bold 
thinking that landed him 
in the position of vice 
president of brand innovation 
for Domino’s Pizza, 
headquartered in Ann Arbor. 
The company was staring at 
steady declining sales and 
facing harsh criticism from 
former customers. When 
Solano joined the Domino’s 
team in January 2008, 
the pizza chain needed to 
revive its customer base. He 
welcomed the challenge.   
 “I went to our test kitchen 
and I made the old pizza and I 
made the new pizza; I dressed 
as a delivery guy and brought 
the pizza to our ad agency. We 
recognized that our old pizza 
didn’t taste good enough,” 
he said.” he said. “When we 
launched the new one, it hit 
like a freight train. We ran 
out of food in a lot of stores.”
 Despite concern that 
franchise owners would resist 
the change, the new recipe 
was a huge success. Today 
Solano is known as the man 
behind the entire re-creation 
of the Domino’s pizza recipe. 
He is also the man in front of 
the camera, dubbed the “head 
chef” on the franchise’s TV 
commercials. Even with his 
experience in commercial 
and video production, Solano 
said he never expected 
to become the talent. 

 “I looked at the story board 
and noticed I was written 
into the ad. I’ve always 
wanted to make a film and, 
next thing you know, I’m 
cast in an ad,” he said.
 Since the advertisements 
have aired, Solano said he 
has reconnected with old 
friends and classmates from 
Grand Valley, reminding 
him of the education that 
laid the groundwork for 
his achievements.
 “I learned how to write, 
I learned a lot about 
presentation and public 
speaking; it was such a 
great foundation. Now I 
speak to millions of people 
on TV, and it all started 
in Allendale,” he said.
 The latest Domino’s 
commercial featuring Solano 
was released in October, 
but in the wake of his new 
celebrity-like status, he still 
has a lengthy to-do list. As the 
manager of Domino’s Hispanic 
customer marketing, Solano 
hopes to someday live overseas 
with his wife and college 
sweetheart, Shelley (Wozniak) 
Solano, ’96, and their four 
children, while managing 
Domino’s global franchises. 
 Solano said he’ll be taking 
a break from commercials to 
focus on his next big project, 
the global re-design of all 
Domino’s retail stores.
 “Having a single success 
is not that tough,” he added. 
“The tough part is following 
up with another one.”

 Nearly 300 alumni golfers 
and friends hit the links at 
the Meadows Golf Course in 
July and August during three 
events that support Grand 
Valley student scholarships and 
programs. 
 Collectively the events — 
Football Alumni Golf Outing, 

Alumni Scholarship Golf 
Outing and the Corky Meinecke 
Golf Outing — raised more 
than $10,000. The Alumni 
Association would like to thank 
all the golfers, volunteers, 
sponsors and prize donors for 
helping to make the outings 
successful!

Alumni golfers take swings 
for scholarships, programs

Pictured is Brandon Solano, now an executive for Domino’s Pizza,  
during his Laker days.

ALumni news

 Continued from page 31 Lifelong Lakers reunite at 
annual alumni tailgate

Nearly 300 alumni and friends attended the All-Alumni Tailgate on 
September 24. Attendees enjoyed a meal, beverages and entertainment. 
Pictured left to right are Ivan Ivanov, ’98 and ’04, Mary Ivanov, ’98, and 
Luka and Ana Ivanov.

Joe Smith, ’07, attempts to sink a putt at the Meadows during  
the Alumni Scholarship Outing on July 16.
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1) Tigers baseball brings 
alumni together 
 Take Laker alumni out to 
the ball game, and they will 
have a blast! More than 75 
alumni joined Metro-Detroit 
Club Leader Brad Gibbons, ’08, 
on June 12 for a buffet lunch 
in the Tiger Den and game 
at Comerica Park. President 
Thomas J. Haas and his wife, 
Marcia, joined the crowd to 
cheer on the Tigers. FOX Sports 
Detroit anchor John Keating, ’79,
stopped by the event to say 
hello and present some baseball 
memorabilia.

 Alumni in Colorado also 
cheered on the Tigers at the 
June 18 game against the 
Rockies at Coors Field. The 
event was hosted by Denver 
Club Leaders Nick Janiga, ’07, 
and Matt Muller, ’05. Lakers 
left the outing with a renewed 
connection to Grand Valley.

2-3) West Coast Lakers 
salute Grand Valley
 West Coast Lakers celebrated 
Grand Valley last summer as 
Candyce (Covington) Barber, ’02 
and ’04, hosted San Diego area 
alumni at the Coronado Island 

Marriott Resort for an event on 
June 22; and Southern Cal Club 
Leader Cindy Scott, ’08, 
welcomed alumni to Los 
Angeles for a fun-filled 
evening at the Beverly Garland 
Holiday Inn. Both events 
featured campus updates and 
networking, while paying 
tribute to Grand Valley’s 50th 
anniversary.

4) Indy Club Tailgate
 Jennifer Poad-Baker, ’92, 
hosted a tailgate before the 
Grand Valley-University of 
Indianapolis football game 

on September 17. The crowd 
enjoyed sandwiches and snacks 
while catching up with Laker 
friends and family. 

5) 16 years of making 
Traverse City grand
 It was a very cherry festival 
as Louie the Laker led more 
than 130 alumni, band, cheer, 
engineering students, faculty 
and staff members in the 
Traverse City Cherry Festival 
Parade on July 9. More than 
50,000 parade watchers cheered 
as Lakers sported their blue, 
black and white spirit.

Chapters, Clubs, and Events

1 2

3 4 5

 Armed with lofting instructions 
and a lot of Laker spirit, nearly 
90 alumni and friends welcomed 
hundreds of freshmen and 
their families as they arrived 
on campus August 24. 
 Alumni volunteers helped the 
newest Lakers settle into their 

living centers while sharing 
their own campus memories. 
Participants kept up their  
energy while being treated 
to breakfast and lunch at 
the Alumni House. 

Lifting boxes, lifting spirits

Pictured are alumni volunteers who helped new Lakers move into their 
living centers.
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CAreerS
1970s
Richard G. Olthof, B.S., 1971, 
retired as an elementary school 
teacher after 40 years in the 
Forest Hills School District. 

Bruce R. Palma, B.S., 1971, 
retired from the Michigan 
Department of Community 
Health, Bureau of Laboratories 
after 37 years.

Roger A. Haskins, B.S., 1973, 
was elected to the advisory 
board of Potash America Inc.

Michael S. Ammann, B.B.A., 
1974, M.B.A., 1978, is president 
and CEO of San Joaquin 
Partnership in Stockton, 
California. 

Richard F. Rusch, B.Phil., 1974, 
retired from Fitzharris High 
School and Delta-Schoolcraft 
ISD after 30 years of teaching.

Robert R. Evancho, B.S., 1975, 
published his fourth book, 
Busted Bronco: From Addiction 
to Redemption, which he co-
authored with former football 

All-American and college coach 
Joe O’Brien.

Thomas M. Herington, B.A., 
1975, is a realty specialist for the 
U.S. Department of State.

Jeffrey D. Spruit, B.S., 1975, 
is senior district geologist for 
the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality.

Taalib A. El Amin, B.B.A., 1976, 
was nominated to the Board 
of Directors for the Michigan 
Black Chamber of Commerce. 

Fred L. Priest, Jr., B.S., 1977, is 
the athletic director for Apopka 
High School in Apopka, Florida.

John E. Martin, B.A., 1979, is 
director of the Loutit District 
Library in Grand Haven. 

Timothy J. Pieri, B.A., 1979, has 
opened the Well Being LLC, an 
outpatient therapy service in 
Grand Rapids.

1980s
Eriko Machi, B.S., 1980, is 
president of SIETAR in Japan.  

Christine M. (Hope) Hamilton, 
B.S., 1981, is a physician for 

Community Health Center 
of Branch County’s Family 
Medicine Clinic. 

Hubert W. Massey, B.S., 1983, 
is a recipient of a 2011 Kresge 
Artist Fellowship.

Paul J. Brake, B.S., 1985, is city 
manager of Grand Blanc.

Rev. Karl K. Whiteman, B.S., 
1986, was elected to the board 
of directors for United Church 
of Christ.

Jeffery A. Dood, B.B.A., 1989, 
is finance director and treasurer 
for the City of East Grand 
Rapids.

Todd E. Walter, B.S., 1989, 
M.S.W., 1993, is an administrator 
at Sanctuary at Woodland 
Senior Living Community in 
Brighton.  

1990s
Jerry L. Hendrick, M.S.W., 1991, 
published a book, I Love You 
(But You Should Have Won!) 
A Guidebook for Parents of 
Children Who Play Sports.  

Laura L. Leazenby, B.S., 1991, 
is a farm attendant for the 
University of Arizona at the 
Maricopa Agricultural Center.

Tracey P. Tyler, M.Ed., 1991, is a 
jewelry evaluator for Be Iced. 

Christina L. (Harris) Hildreth, 
B.B.A., 1992, M.B.A., 2007, is a 
manager for Metro Health PHO.

Wendy B. Schweifler, B.S., 
1992, is CEO of BOD-E-
NOMICS LLC in Buchanan, 
New York. 

David Werth, B.S., 1992, is an 
instructor for the Michigan 
Career and Technical Institute. 

Alan A. Kimber, B.A., 1993, is a 
financial analyst for Ford Motor 
Credit Company.

Michael J. McClain, B.S., 1993, 
M.S., 1997, M.P.A., 2000, is 
a senior associate for Eveia 
Consulting.

Susan M. Ameel, B.B.A., 1994, 
is a counsel in the investment 
management group for Seward 
& Kissel LLP.

Jenny A. (McFadyen) Mutchler, 
B.A., 1994, M.S.A., 2003, is 
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Texas Laker round-up
 The Alumni Association 
showed its fine southern 
hospitality in Texas this summer 
with several events for Lone 
Star Lakers. 
 Alison Smith Randall, ’99, 
hosted several alumni and 
friends at the Cork and Wine 
Lounge on June 28 in Austin. 
 James Meernik, ’85, hosted 
more than a dozen alumni 
and friends at the unique La 
Hacienda Ranch in Carrollton 
on June 29. The event helped 
wrap-up Grand Valley’s 50th 
anniversary celebration, with a 
Texas twist. Meernik is a 2010 
Distinguished Alumni–in–
Residence recipient. The group 
discussed different ways to 
give back to Grand Valley while 
living hundreds of miles away 
from Allendale.

Above are alumni and friends in Carrollton, 
Texas.

Trang Cao, ’10, and Ravi Vellore, ’08, pose 
for a photo at the alumni reception in 
Austin.

Pictured above are alumni who are secondary teachers in the 
Houston, Texas, area.

 While visiting his parents 
in Houston this summer, 
Scott Stabler, associate 
professor of history, reunited 

with some of his former 
students who are now 
secondary teachers in the 
Houston area.
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business manager for Holton 
Public Schools.

Elain M. Richardson, B.N., 1994, 
is administrative director of 
nursing for St. Anthony Hospital 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Gregory J. Barnes, B.S., 1995, 
is principal of Jordan Middle 
School in Palo Alto, California.

Bryan J. DeAugustine, B.A., 
1995, is principal for K-8 
grades at Aspen Ridge School in 
Ishpeming.

Joseph M. Chiaramonte, 
B.S., 1997, is director of sports 
medicine at the Center for 
Physical Rehabilitation in Grand 
Rapids.

Sarah A. (Haddouche) Oomen, 
B.S., 1997, is a loyalty marketing 
specialist for Spartan Stores.

Matthew D. Rochinski, B.A., 
1997, is the interactive media 
director for the NBA’s Charlotte 
Bobcats.

2000s
Jamie P. (Schoff) Bash, B.A., 
2001, is the Latin America and 
Caribbean team coordinator for 
Medical Teams International.

Samantha L. (Cohen) Thelen, 
B.S., 2001, is an administrator 
for Grand Haven Living Center. 

Thomas R. Thelen, B.S., 2001, 
is a teacher at Charlotte Middle 
School.

Rebecca R. (Bocklund) Duke, 
B.S., 2002, is marketing 
director for Century Bank in 
Sturgis.

Jennifer L. Spindler, B.S., 
2002, is an athletic trainer and 
physician extender for Porretta 
Center for Orthopedic Surgery 
in Southfield.  

Dreyton C. Hardy, B.B.A., 2001, 
M.B.A., 2004, is materials and 
operations manager for Primera 
Plastics in Zeeland.

Milinda (Ysasi) Castanon, 
B.B.A., 2003, is a people 
services consultant for Herman 
Miller.

Jennifer K. (MacLean) 
Cunningham, B.A. 2003, is 

public relations and marketing 
coordinator for Applied 
Technical Systems.

Nicholas J. Kraska, B.B.A., 
2003, is senior HRIS analyst for 
Spectrum Health Care.

Julie L. (Antclipp) Bennink, 
B.A., 2004, is group manager 
for Weber Shandwick.

Tamara A. (McPherson) 
Hairston, B.S., 2005, is owner 
of Tammy’s Tasty Coffee.

Katherine R. (Bradford) 
Herrick, B.B.A., 2005, is 
production manager for Full 
Circle.

Jessica L. Kuipers, B.S., 2005, 
is a partner at Rodenhouse 
Kuipers PC.

Barbara Nan Schichtel, M.P.A., 
2005, is a CJCLS chair at Grand 
Rapids Community College.

Adam R. Stevenson, B.B.A., 
2005, is a CPA in the audit 
department for Plante & Moran.

Cassidy (VanWoert) Denhof, 
B.S., 2006, is a community 
representative for the American 
Cancer Society.

Tilaine A. (Bell) Good, M.E., 
2006, is assistant director of 
outreach and events for Iowa 
State University.

Leo T. Hendges, B.A., 2006, 
opened the Law Office of Leo 
Hendges PLLC.

Anne L. Minshall, B.B.A., 2006, 
is project manager for Bronson 
Healthcare Group.

Bryan R. Newell, B.B.A., 2006, 
is a business banker for Fifth 
Third Bank.  

Emily E. (Blamer) Pittman, 
B.S., 2006, is a chemistry 
teacher at Dixon High School in 
Illinois.

Julius Suchy, B.S., 2006, 
M.P.A., 2008, is village manager 
of Dundee.

Sarah C. (Begeny) Bigorowski, 
B.S., 2007, is manager of 
continuing education and events 
for the Georgia Pharmacy 
Association. 

Davis W. Kroondyk, B.B.A., 
2007, is a tax associate at BDO 
USA, LLP. 

Jeffrey P. Mutch, B.S., 2007, is 
coordinator for the Community 
Service Learning Center at 
Grand Valley.

Rachel E. Partain, B.S., 2007, is 
senior social media marketing 
analyst for Aqaba Technologies 
in Troy.

Thomas C. Wood, B.N., 2007, 
is trauma program manager 
for MidMichigan Health in 
Midland.

Raquel A. DeLeon, B.S., 2008, 
M.P.A., 2011, is eMarketing and 
events manager for Heart of 
West Michigan United Way.

Timothy J. Rice, B.S., 2008, 
is development coordinator 
and assistant director for the 
Spartan Foundation at San Jose 
State Athletics. 

Debra T. Weber, B.A, 2008, 
is a seventh- and eighth-grade 
social studies teacher at Forest 
Area Community Schools in Fife 
Lake.

Travis M. Cree, B.S., 2009, M.S., 
2011, is a biometrician for Pfizer.

Kaleigh A. Jaeger, B.S., 2009, 
is a fund development specialist 
for Ingham Regional Healthcare 
Foundation.

Robert T. Slider, B.S., 2009, 
was selected for a 2011 W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow 
Wilson Michigan Teaching 
Fellowship.  

Lisa Kent, B.S., 2010, is a 
medical claims representative 
for Farmers Insurance.

Nicholas M. Lawrence, B.S., 
2010, is owner of Hyzers, a disc 
golf store in Standale.

Adam G. Merrill, B.S., 2010, 
is a recruiter for Deloitte 
Consulting. 

Jordan L. Notenbaum, B.B.A., 
2010, is a partner at Genius 
Phone Repair.

Mary S. Pritchard, B.A., 2010, 
is associate director of annual 
giving for Northern Illinois 
University.

Garry J. VonMyhr, B.B.A., 2010, 
is a partner at Genius Phone 
Repair.

Kimberly K. Baughman, B.S., 
2011, works in the corporate 
communications department 
for Plastomer Corp.

Justin T. Vice, B.S., 2011, 
graduated from Navy Officer 
Development School and 
received a Navy Dental Health 
Professions Scholarship. 

Caitlin N. Zinnecker, M.H.A., 
2011, works in the operations 
department for Spectrum 
Health Gerber Memorial.

MArrIAGeS
1990s
Kristi L. Brenner, B.F.A.,  
1996, and Stanley Szarek 
on April 6, 2011.

2000s
Michelle M. Egermann, B.S., 
2003, and Jeffrey P. Schmitt, 
B.S., 2003, on July 9, 2011.

Margaret A. Van Alstine, B.A., 
2003, and Will Megargee on 
May 7, 2011.

Michelle L. Dumeney, B.A., 
2004, and Jarvie Bentley on 
May 27, 2007.

Rachel A. Earls, B.B.A., 2004, 
and Benjamin J. Stroud on 
November 6, 2010.

Julie M. Snyder, B.A., 2004, 
and Timothy Peasel, B.S., 2011, 
on May 7, 2011.

Jodie C. Austin, B.B.A., 2005, 
B.S., 2005, and Tom Wilson on 
August 29, 2010.

Shannon L. Sadowski, B.B.A., 
2005, and Jason R. Fabbri, 
B.B.A., 2005, on May 07, 2011.

Rachel M. Bender, B.B.A., 
2006, and James D. Dells, B.S., 
2008, on February 21, 2007.

Emily E. Blamer, B.S., 2006, 
and LaQuan Pittman, B.S., 
2008, on May 7, 2011.

Rebecca K. Wegener, B.S., 
2006, and Steven Lantzy on 
August 28, 2010.
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is welcomed by brothers Ryan 
Michael and Gavin Brady. The 
family resides in Jenison.

2000s
Haylee A. (Ruckle) Apol, B.S., 
2000, and Andrew J. Apol, B.S. 
2003, announce a daughter, 
Addisyn Ann, born May 21, 2011. 
Addisyn is welcomed by siblings 
Cayden and Alivia. The family 
resides in Hudsonville. 

Carin A. (Carney) Bishop, 
B.B.A., 2000, and husband 
William announce a son, Kyle 
Michael, born November 20, 
2010. The family resides in 
Auburn Hills.

Jennifer A. (Kasparek) Camps, 
B.B.A., 2000, and husband 
Ryan announce a daughter, 
Avarie Ryenne, born January 
4, 2011. Avarie is welcomed 
by brother Evan. The family 
resides in Byron. 

Victor M. Cardenas, B.S., 2000, 
and wife Kathryn Cardenas 
announce a daughter, Reina 
Theresa, born September 9, 
2011. Reina is welcomed by 
brother Lewis. The family 
resides in Novi.

Joy (MacNicol) Dunn, B.A., 
2000, and husband James 
announce a daughter, Lillian 
Grace, born July 14, 2011. The 
family resides in Ypsilanti.

Amanda S. (LaPointe) 
Gahsman, B.S.N., 2000, and 
Cory J. Gahsman B.B.A., 1997, 
B.S. 2006, announce a son, 
Flynn Marcus, born June 18, 
2011. Flynn is welcomed by 
siblings Chase and Delaney. The 
family resides in Jenison.

Amy J. (Sterrett) Philpott, 
B.S., 2000, and husband Benji 
announce a son, Franczek 
Huston, born May 3, 2011. The 
family resides in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee.

Rebecca M. (Maxim) Torrey, 
B.S., 2000, and Aaron J. Torrey, 
B.A., 2003, announce twins, 
Alexander Joseph and Jason 
William, born February 2, 2011. 
Alexander and Jason are 

welcomed by brother Matthew. 
The family resides in Allendale.

Christopher S. Wood, B.S., 
2000, and wife Susan announce 
a son, Caleb Sinclair, born April 
25, 2011. The family resides in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

Anne P. (Cook) Calhoun, 
B.S., 2001, B.S.N., 2002, and 
husband Todd announce a son, 
Daniel Raymond, born May 5, 
2011. Daniel is welcomed by 
siblings Genevieve and Peter. 
The family resides in Caledonia.

Mindy S. (Kalinowski) Earley, 
B.A., 2001, M.Ed., 2008, and 
Travis J. Earley, B.S., 2001, 
announce a daughter, Tillie 
Greer, born August 22, 2011. The 
family resides in Grand Rapids.

Heather A. (Przysucha) Hardy, 
M.P.A., 2001, and Dreyton C. 
Hardy, B.B.A., 2001, M.B.A., 
2004, announce a daughter, 
Vivian Jude, born June 12, 2011. 
Vivian is welcomed by brother 
Carson. The family resides in 
Grand Haven.

Lynn M. (Purtee) 
Meeuwenberg, B.B.A., 2001, 
and Jon B. Meeuwenberg, B.S., 
2000, announce a son, Brian 
Warren, born May 4, 2011. The 
family resides in Fruitport.

Samarhia S. (Bush) Giffel, B.S., 
2002, and husband Steven 
announce a son, Christian 
Steven, born October 11, 2010. 
Christian is welcomed by sister 
Chloe. The family resides  
in Ada.

Roxane M. (Hudson) Gray, 
B.B.A., 2002, M.S.A., 2005, 
and husband David welcome a 
son, Hudson David, born July 
14, 2011. The family resides in 
Marietta, Georgia.  

Colleen C. (Conway) 
Herczak, B.S., 2002, and Troy 
R. Herczak, B.B.A., 2001, 
announce a daughter, Alyson 
Caroline, born February 24, 
2011. The family resides in 
DeWitt.

Lora J. (Breuker) Jenema, 
B.A., 2002, and husband Dan 
announce a son, Cody Daniel, 

The Alumni Association welcomes incoming executive committee 
members; pictured left to right are First Vice President Victor 
Cardenas, ’00, President Julie Bulson, ’99 and ’07, Immediate Past 
President Jeffery Weatherall, ’78, Third Vice President Clay Grueber, 
’05, and Secretary Laura Elsner, ’99. Not pictured: Second Vice 
President Alan Kimber, ’93.

Alumni Association 
announces new leadership

Lynae L. Cuddy, B.S., 2007, and 
Scott C. Maclellan, B.S., 2006, 
B.S., 2011, on June 04, 2011.

Steven M. Prince, B.S., 2007, 
and Anna Kingman on June 18, 
2011.

Ashley R. Redman, B.S., 2008, 
and Joseph F. Wohlscheid, 
B.S., 2011, on July 9, 2011. 

Jacqueline M. Ridley, B.S., 
2008, and Matthew Kareus on 
July 30, 2011.

Courtney L. Goldschmeding, 
B.B.A., 2009, and Brian 
Zudweg on May 7, 2011.

Justine N. Gonzalez, B.S., 
2009, and Christopher H. Bratt, 
B.S., 2007, on June 11, 2011.

Lisa R. Roberts, B.A., 2009, 
and Paul J. Lomasney, B.A., 
2009, on July 16, 2011.

BIrThS
1990s
Lori A. (Bos) Boeve, B.A., 1990, 
and Jonathan D. Boeve, B.S., 
2002, announce a daughter, 
Reagan Grace, born May 28, 
2011. The family resides in 
Holland.

Steven R. Doepke, B.S., 1992, 
and wife Joyce announce a 
son, Kevin Paxton, born May 
25, 2011. The family resides in 
Lynchburg, Virginia.  

Catherine L. DeYoung, M.Ed., 
1993, and husband Perry 
announce a son, Murray Roy, 
born April 14, 2011. Murray is 
welcomed by siblings Burton 
and Maxwell. The family 
resides in Ada.

Len A. Van Popering, B.B.A., 
1994, and wife Cristy announce 
a daughter, Julia Grace, born 
in July 2011. Julia is welcomed 
by brothers Colin and Spencer. 
The family resides in Marietta, 
Georgia.

Christopher A. Hartman, B.S., 
1998, and wife Karen announce 
a son, Brandon Matthew, born 
June 28, 2011. The family 
resides in St. Joseph.  

Cynthia M. (Scrivener) Lale, 
B.A., 1998, and husband Paul 
announce a daughter, Angela 
Marie, born April 1, 2011. The 
family resides in Dyer, Indiana.

Michael J. Stursma, B.B.A., 
1998, and wife Shelley 
announce a daughter, Leah 
Brynn, born April 4, 2011. Leah 
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born March 26, 2011. Cody is 
welcomed by siblings Brooklyn 
and Maddison. The family 
resides in Cedar Springs.

Adam B. Soper, B.B.A., 2002, 
and wife Sarah announce a 
daughter, Reese Claire, born 
May 14, 2011. Reese is welcomed 
by brother Quinn. The family 
resides in Jackson. 

Kelli A. (O’Leary) Bienz, B.B.A, 
2003, and Robert J. Bienz Jr., 
B.S., 2003, announce a son, 
Brody Connor, born November 
26, 2010. Brody is welcomed 
by brother Braden. The family 
resides in Vandalia.

Andrea M. (Armstrong) 
Eggert, B.A., 2003, and 
Andrew C. Eggert, B.S., 2003, 
announce a son, Elijah James, 
born March 14, 2011. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids.

Aleesha H. (Brandt) Spence, 
B.A., 2003, M.Ed., 2005, and 
husband Jeremy welcome a son, 
Daniel Laurence, born June 
23, 2011. The family resides in 
Hamilton, Ohio.  

Michelle L. (Dumeney) Bentley, 
B.A., 2004, and husband Jarvie 
welcome a son, Jarvie Ethan, 
born August 4, 2011. The family 
resides in Southgate. 

Jennifer R. (Cook) Dykstra, 
B.B.A., 2004, and husband 
Brandon announce a son, 
Emerson John, born July 5, 
2011. The family resides in 
Grandville.

Latoria Q. (Thomas) Lee, M.E., 
2004, and husband William 
welcome a son, Christopher 
Joshua, born January 8, 2011. 
Christopher is welcomed by 
brother William. The family 
resides in Indianapolis, Indiana.  

Nicole A. (Hanes) Senko, B.S., 
2003, M.S., 2005, and Kevin S. 
Senko, B.S.N., 2004, announce 
a son, Brennen James, born May 
9, 2010. The family resides in 
Rochester.

Krista J. (Kubilis) Tuls, B.B.A., 
2004, and Steven R. Tuls, 
B.B.A., 2005, welcome a son, 
Logan Michael, born June 22, 

2011. Logan is welcomed by 
siblings Lilian, Lukas and Lydia. 
The family resides in Holland.  

Lynnette M. (Wilson) 
Bumgarner, B.S., 2005, and 
husband Jim welcome a 
daughter, Rylee Lynn, born 
April 27, 2011. The family resides 
in Greenville, South Carolina. 

Christina W. (Wiese) 
DeLeeuw, B.F.A., 2005, and 
Paul D. DeLeeuw, B.S., 2006, 
announce a daughter, Evelyn 
Rose, born July 21, 2011. The 
family resides in Allendale.

Tracey J. (Dennis) Heber, 
B.S., 2005, and husband 
Jeremey announce a daughter, 
Harper Jean, born December 
7, 2010. The family resides in 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky.

Leah M. (Rogalski) Hunter, 
B.A., 2005, B.A., 2007, and 
husband Michael announce a 
daughter, Chloe, born July 29, 
2011. Chloe is welcomed by 
sister Lana. The family resides 
in Oceanside, California.  

Jill A. (Jefts) Patin, B.B.A., 
2005, and Theodore B. Patin, 
M.E., 2011, announce a daughter, 
Kyla Breann, born June 9, 2011. 
The family resides in Grand 
Rapids.

Christina L. (Bischoff) Setlock, 
B.S., 2005, M.P.A.S., 2009, and 
Scott P. Setlock, B.B.A., 2004, 
M.B.A., 2010, announce a son, 
Emmett William, born July 
25, 2011. The family resides in 
Rockford.

Hillary A. (Shippy) Waid, 
B.S., 2005, and husband Kyle 
announce a daughter, Isla 
Marie, born January 8, 2011. 
The family resides in Edina, 
Minnesota.

Rachel M. (Bender) Dells, 
B.B.A., 2006, and James D. 
Dells, B.S., 2008, announce a 
son, Ethan Orwin, born March 
8, 2011. The family resides in 
Fort Meade, Maryland.

Jennifer E. (Stafford) Hummel, 
B.S., 2006, and husband Kevin 
announce a daughter, Abigail 
Joy, born March 31, 2011. 

Stay Connected.
To serve you better, your Alumni Association needs 
to know where you are. Please contact the Alumni 
Relations staff any time your family, business, 
education status or address changes. 

To update your personal data:

• Call 800-558-0541  

• Send an e-mail to alumni@gvsu.edu

• Visit www.gvsu.edu/alumni and click on 
 “Stay Connected.”
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Abigail is welcomed by brother 
Christopher. The family resides 
in Clarkesville.

Ashley J. (Nowak) Seeburger, 
B.S., 2007, and Aaron 
Seeburger, B.B.A., 2006, 
announce a daughter, Laila 
Elizabeth, born October 10, 
2010. The family resides in 
Blissfield.

Jennifer M. (Pelky) Campbell, 
B.N., 2008, and husband Dan 
announce a daughter, Cora Jane, 
born April 16, 2011. The family 
resides in La Vista, Nebraska.

Karris A. (Vinton) Erwin, B.S., 
2008, and Chad R. Erwin, B.S., 
2009, announce a daughter, 
Sophia Ryann, born July 9, 2011. 
The family resides in Grand 
Rapids.

Todd W. Schoenleber, B.S., 
2009, and wife Nan announce a 
daughter, Sophia Ann, born May 
17, 2011. The family resides in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

In MeMorIAM
1960s
Fredrick W. DuGuay, of 
Traverse City, B.S., 1969, on 
August 12, 2011. 

1970s
Rev. Harry R. Johnson, of 
Santee, California, B.S., 1975, on 
June 6, 2010.

Jack N. Anderson, of Grand 
Rapids, B.S., 1976, on June 29, 
2011.

Deeneen K. (Kastran) White, 
of San Antonio, Texas, B.S., 1976, 
on July 14, 2011.

Walter J. Willemstein, of 
Columbus, Ohio, B.B.A., 1976, on 
April 24, 2011.

Lyn Ver Hage, of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, B.S., 1979, on June 
29, 2011.

2000s
Kenneth L. Sims Jr., of New 
Haven, Michigan, B.S., 2003, on 
October 11, 2010.

Matthew K. Hales, of Rockford, 
B.B.A., 2006, on July 20, 2011.

CorreCTIon
In the summer 2011 issue, page 
36, Michelle R. Troseth, B.S.N., 
’83, M.N., ’97, was mistakenly 
recognized as a Grand Rapids 
Business Journal Top Women 
Owned Businesses awardee.
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 Have you heard the one 
about the assistant vice 
president who also does 
stand-up? It’s a good one.
 Dwight Hamilton, assistant 
vice president for Affirmative 
Action, has likely one of the 
worst-kept secrets at Grand 
Valley. He moonlights as a 
comedian and has done so  
for years.
 Hamilton began performing 
stand-up during open mic 
nights at Mark Ridley’s 
Comedy Castle in Royal 
Oak. At the time, he was an 
undergraduate at Michigan 
State University and Hamilton 
said that was just one of the 
things he did incorrectly.
 “I was an undergrad, I had 
no real-life experiences to 
talk about,” Hamilton said. 

Actually, his early sets were 
well-received, he said, but 
he likely couldn’t repeat 
any of those first jokes. 
 “I would tell a joke and if 
it went well, I wouldn’t tell 
it again,” he said. Now as a 
seasoned comedian, Hamilton 
knows a joke is never really 
finished but, rather, requires 
continual polishing. 
 Once he started attending 
law school at Wayne State 
University, comedy fell to the 
back burner. After graduating, 
Hamilton clerked at a Grand 
Rapids firm then worked as 
an attorney for Steelcase 
and Miller Johnson before he 
joined Grand Valley’s Inclusion 
and Equity Division in 2010.
 While the comedy circuit 
was on hiatus, Hamilton 

Keeping ’em 

in stitches
ADMINIStRAtOR 

tAkES tO tHE StAGE 
At MIDWESt 

COMEDy CLUbS  

— by Michele Coffill
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Keeping ’em 

in stitches
continued to look for 
outlets for his dry sense of 
humor, even trying his hand 
at screenwriting. About 
eight years ago, he met 
the editor of Grand Rapids 
Magazine and inquired 
about freelance writing. 
 He was not only quickly 
hooked up to write a 
column but the publication 
sent Hamilton as their 
representative to a “media 
joke off” fundraiser it was 
sponsoring at Dr. Grins, inside 
the b.O.b. in Grand Rapids. 
“So with two freelance articles 
under my belt, I was up on 
stage with other area media 
members,” Hamilton said. 
“but I ended up winning, and 
won the title of ‘Funniest 
Person in Grand Rapids.’”
 Newly crowned, Hamilton 
concentrated on writing his 
columns rather than seeking 
more open mic nights. His 
early columns for Grand 
Rapids Magazine centered 
on life in the River City as 
a metrosexual male.
 “I sometimes had a hard 
time coming up with material 
for that column,” he said. “I 
still contend that ‘metrosexual’ 
was a media-created trend. I 
did stunts then wrote about 
it — taking a yoga class, 
going to a salon for a day.”
 Words flowed more freely 
when Hamilton wrote his 
next column for Grand 

Rapids Family. “Pop Life” 
focused on life with newborn 
daughter Naomi. When his 
wife, kimmie, was pregnant, 
Hamilton would sometimes 
read the same parenting 
books and magazines she 
did. the content, let’s say, 
didn’t sit well with him.
 “What I found was that 
parenting magazines were 
written only for women, and 
when fathers were portrayed, 
they were bumbling idiots,” 
he said. “I was a new father 
and admittedly did not know 
a lot, but I was willing to make 
an effort. So I wrote about my 
experiences as a new dad.”
 When “Pop Life” ended 
in 2010 (it will be published 
again beginning in 2012), 
Hamilton was lured again 
by the stage. He signed up 
for open mic nights at Dr. 
Grins, including once when 
the comedy club held its 
own version of “Funniest 
Person in Grand Rapids.”
 “It was a ‘bringer audience,’ 
which meant you could tell 
knock-knock jokes but if 
the 50 people you brought 
clapped the loudest, you 
won,” he said. “I didn’t bring 
anyone, but after I walked off 
stage, someone handed me 
a card and said, ‘Here, this 
is your consolation prize.’”
 It was a business card 
for an agent who booked 
comedy shows.

 Since that time, Hamilton 
is as busy as he wants to be, 
traveling on weekends under 
stage name Dk Hamilton 
throughout the Midwest for 
shows in casinos or clubs 
or at comedy festivals, like 
the LaughFest held in March 
to benefit Gilda’s Club. He’s 
traditionally booked as the 
“clean comic,” meaning there 
is not a lot of blue language in 
Hamilton’s sets. His jokes are 
for adult audiences, however. 
Hamilton’s observational 
humor can touch on sex, 
work, marriage or current 
events — but not too current.
 When the early summer 
sexual exploits of former 
politicians Anthony Weiner 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger 
were widely noted by late-
night comics, Hamilton 
might also tell a joke or 
two, but quickly transition 
to another topic.
 “I would keep a joke about 
them in my set but later turn 
it into an evergreen joke 
about politicians doing bad 
things,” he said. “I try to stay 
away from stuff that has a 
shelf life.” He also leaves the 
personal stuff at home. “I 
learned from Chris Rock that 
I may talk about marriage, 
but I don’t talk about my 
marriage,” Hamilton said.
 He has learned about 
audiences in different cities. 
Audiences at the Comedy 

Showcase in Ann Arbor 
will typically be “young 
and smart”; audiences at 
Dr. Grins, Hamilton said, 
are more sensitive to jokes 
about religion than sex.
 Hamilton’s joke catalogue 
has expanded through 
experience. When first asked 
to do a 30-minute set, he 
had, if lucky, 27 minutes 
of material. After years of 
crafting jokes while driving 
or running, Hamilton can 
now pull a half-hour set from 
nearly an hour of material.
 Hamilton knows he’s 
quite unlike his friends and 
colleagues, who would think 
hard between jumping off 
a cliff or telling jokes before 
a critical audience. “It is 
very revealing when you’re 
up there. you feel very 
vulnerable. but if you go up 
with confidence, the audience 
will feel that,” he said.
 Good advice in general. 
Watch for Dk Hamilton at 
a club near you by visiting 
Facebook and “liking” him.

Dwight Hamilton takes the stage 
at Dr. Grins, inside the B.O.B. in 
Grand Rapids. Hamilton began 
performing stand-up comedy 
when he was a student.

photos by Amanda Pitts
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Running back Norman Shuford 
established a fundraiser for fans 
to donate money to aid cancer 
research during each Laker home 
football game.

courtesy photo

Football team raises money for  
cancer during home games
 In a unique fundraiser 
during Grand Valley’s first 
home football game against 
Western Oregon University, fans 
pledged money to the American 
Cancer Society and Relay for 
Life depending on the team’s 
performance during the game. 
 The fundraiser continues 
during each home game,  
when fans can pledge a certain 
amount of money toward the 
offense’s total yards, defense’s 
total tackles or the team’s  
overall points.  
 Carries for the Cures was 
created by Norman Shuford, 
junior running back. He was 
inspired by his dad who suffers 
from synovial sarcoma, a rare 
form of cancer that develops 
near joints. All proceeds from 
Carries for the Cures will go 
toward cancer research. 


