Geology 

Mike Gallagher

After graduating from Grand Valley, Mike earned his M.S. degree in geology from Western Washington University.  His research focused on low-grade metamorphic rocks in northwest Washington.   Mike’s professional career started with the U.S. Geological Survey where he investigated the tectonic evolution of the continental margin of the Pacific Northwest and slope stability in Hawaii and California.  He returned to Western Washington University in 1990 where he continued his research, taught as an instructor, and designed and taught field-based courses for Earth Science teachers.  Concurrently with his university duties Mike taught high school science courses for the Bellingham School District and assisted other teachers in integrating technology into their teaching.  From 2000-2002, Mike was the Educational Technology Director for a large school district in Pasco, Washington.  This position allowed him to have a statewide impact on science curriculum, teaching, assessment, and resource development.  In 2002, Mike returned to Michigan where he works as a Science Consultant for Oakland Schools in Waterford.  His duties include science program design and assessment, professional development for teachers, and curriculum development and alignment.  He worked closely with the state to implement new Earth Science content standards.  In 2007, he became a part-time instructor at Washtenaw Community College.
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