Heather Fox

B.S. in Biomedical Sciences & B.S. in English (1984)

Heather's career has encompassed twenty-three years of user-centered process design, usability/human factors, consulting, and organizational development experience in the high-tech and chemical/life sciences industries. In all her experience to date, she has focused on how people engage effectively - with other people, with programs, with systems, with applications, with experiences of all sorts - and she has singularly focused on the design of these engagements to meet specific business objectives while never losing sight of how people individually and collectively want/need/expect to interact with the situation/people/systems in question. At a leadership level, Heather has directed two Internet start-ups (one within a Fortune 500 company, the other a dot com organization) and most recently has designed, launched, and led an IT strategy consulting start-up.

Angela Mistretta

B.A. in Film & Video (2002)

Since graduation, Angie has steadily and doggedly pursued her dream career. She’s in that dream company now, and every day she pinches herself to remind herself that things are real.  In just six short years, she moved from the GVSU classroom to a paid training internship at PIXAR Animation Studios.  She is currently at PIXAR, one of just seven people selected for intensive training to work in the lighting and effects department of the company that brought us “Toy Story,” “The Incredibles” and “Wall-E.” 

She graduated in 2002 with a B.A. in Film and Video Production with an emphasis in animation.  She worked in the financial aid office as a student, during and after graduation, where she coordinated their marketing and publicity.  During that time, she continued polishing her demo reel.  Then, she went on to work as a Multimedia Production Artist at Postworks in Grand Rapids, and decided to begin considering graduate schools for more intensive training.  

She received the competitive Jacob K. Javits Fellowship, which supported her graduate study at the Academy of Art College, San Francisco, CA.  Her thesis film, “Skin,” claimed a spot in the Academy Spring show, and the supporting materials for that video piece helped convince PIXAR that she had the perseverance, work ethic, skills and personality to be part of their team.  She currently lives in San Francisco, where she sings karaoke, loud and strong, when she isn’t sitting in front of a computer.

Dr. David Szurley
B.S. in Mathematics (1997)

David attended Grand Valley from 1993 - 1997, earning his degree in Mathematics with a minor in Statistics. During his time at GVSU, he earned the Mathematics Department’s Outstanding Sophomore in Mathematics award. David worked on a summer undergraduate research project with Dr. Aboufadel in the field of differential games. The project involved modeling pursuer-evader systems. Upon graduating from GVSU, he attended Clemson University where he earned his M.S. (1999) and Ph.D. (2005) degrees in the area of Computational Analysis. Along the way he earned the Department of Mathematical Sciences’ Outstanding Master’s Student (1999) and Outstanding Teaching Assistant (2004) awards. Since graduating from Clemson, David has called Florence, SC his home. He is an Assistant Professor at Francis Marion University, and lives with his wife, Tracey, and their two children, Hayden and Cameron.

Brian VanDenBrand

B.S. in Geography/Planning (2006)

After earning a B.S. in Geography with an emphasis on urban and regional planning, Brian accepted a position with the Oshtemo Township Planning Department in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he remains employed. Brian’s day-to-day duties include conducting site plan review for commercial and residential development, variance and rezoning requests, analysis of police and fire department response locations, development and maintenance of the Township geographic information system (GIS), and general developer/resident assistance. He has been involved in the implementation of a Form-Based Code overlay district which will steer development towards the “Main Street” ideal and away from the strip-mall mentality, and has participated in the Master Planning process for the Township.

Brian has spearheaded a number of specialized projects, including development of a 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan that will qualify the Township for Michigan DNR grant funding, development of an Historical Overlay Zoning District to help protect historic properties from encroaching development, and a Buildout Analysis to investigate the impact of the 2006 announcement of the Kalamazoo Promise on land use trends in Oshtemo. Brian served on the Host Committee for the 2008 Michigan Association of Planning Annual Conference, and is a founding member of the Kalamazoo Trails Movement, an advocacy group for the development and maintenance of sustainable off-road trails in the Kalamazoo area.  

James Vander Weide
B.S. in Mathematics & B.S. in Physics (1996)

Since his sophomore year in high school Jim knew he wanted to be a teacher.  To pursue that career he joined the Unites States Air Force to help with college costs.  He served four years in the USAF and an additional six years in the Air National Guard.  In the Fall of 1989 he began his education at GVSU as a mathematics major, but after taking a few physics courses he changed to a double major in mathematics and physics.  

After teaching for a year on the east side of the state, Jim began teaching physics in the Fall of 1997 at Rockford High School.  In the Summer of 2004, Jim received a call from Hudsonville High School asking him to revitalize their physics program, and to date he has helped double the numbers of regular and AP physics sections offered there.  Jim attributes his success as a teacher to the education received at GVSU, the methods of instruction learned through research done on student learning, and the knowledge obtained about using inquiry-based learning as opposed to lecturing.  

In addition, Jim has participated in grading the AP College Board Physics tests for the last five years and has been an adjunct physics professor at GVSU for the last six years.  Jim currently resides in the Zeeland area with his wife Dawn, two sons Brandon (16) and Christopher (14), and two daughters Alisha (11) and Kaylee (8).

