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April 19, 2017 
Dear West Michigan Teachers, 
Greetings from the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival! Preparations are now underway for our 
24th annual mainstage play, this year featuring a spellbinding production of The Tempest. 

In the play, Prospero, the deposed Duke of Milan, has survived 12 years marooned on an island 
with his daughter, Miranda, when fortune suddenly brings the men who have wronged him 
within reach of his powerful magic. Conjuring a tempest to shipwreck his enemies, Prospero 
feeds his hunger for revenge, while Miranda falls in love with a prince, and the island's native 
inhabitants, Caliban and Ariel, inspire wonder and fear in the shipwrecked crew. 

Guest Artist Curt Tofteland directs the play this year with a company of talented students, 
creative faculty and staff, and amazing professional guest artists collaborating to create another 
high-quality performance that brings Shakespeare to life at a remarkably affordable rate for our 
school audiences. Curt is well-known for his work with the "Shakespeare Behind Bars" acting 
ensemble that is the subject of Philomath Films' award winning documentary, "Shakespeare 
Behind Bars." 

As in past years, we will be mounting three matinee performances for schools, which begin at 
10:00 AM and include a free lunch with every ticket purchased for the low price of $2.50. The 
dates this year are Monday, October 2nd, Tuesday, October 3rd, and Thursday, October 5th . 

Starting May 1st, we invite you to register your group in advance for a matinee performance in 
the fall. The online registration site is at gvsu.edu/shakes. If you have any questions or would 
like to discuss your registration in person, you can reach me best by email: millerj@gvsu.edu. If 
you would like a call back, don't hesitate to leave your phone number and a time that is best to 
reach you, and someone will get in touch with you to make sure your group can reserve a spot 
for what is sure to be another great event. 

I look forward to seeing you in the fall! 
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