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The most pressing challenges of the present and coming decades—
among them, climate change; the degradation of both natural and 
urban environments; and rising inequalities of wealth, income, risk 
and opportunity—are not technical problems. They are ethical 
predicaments that consist in deep (and often tragic) conflicts within 
and among our globally dominant systems of social, cultural, 
economic and political values. Today, we are witnessing the early 
stages of perhaps the greatest of these global predicaments: the 
structurally-enacted transformation of the human experience by 
informational network and systems of agentless agency. Making use 
of Buddhist conceptual resources, this presentation will make  
the case that resolving this current predicament will require 
an ethics that prioritizes our interdependence, rather than 
our Independence as individual human beings: a truly  
relational ethics of compassionate human becoming. 
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Philosophy from the University of Hawaiˋi. His philosophical work 
makes use of Buddhist conceptual resources to address 
contemporary issues of global concern. He has authored or edited 
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Innovation and Development in a Globalizing Asia Pacific (edited, 
2007); Educations and their Purposes: A Conversation among 
Cultures (edited, 2008); Valuing Diversity: Buddhist Reflection on 
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