19 June 2007 

Dear Future Holland Museum intern, 

A small quaint little building holds the rich history of the city of Holland. The Holland Museum’s mission is to bring alive the plentiful Dutch history that has made the area what it is today. The museum has many opportunities to offer interns from varieties of backgrounds. Historians, Anthropologists and others alike may find themselves living in the Victorian age as they help at the Cappon House. They may be helping children take pictures of themselves in traditions] Dutch clothing, or they, like myself, may find their passion in the basement of the museum, cataloging donations for hours on end. The Holland Museum has given a purpose to my major and finally an answer for a]l the people who ask exactly what I’ll do with degrees in Anthropology and Art History.

The Holland Museum is small in size, but fill of possibilities. The staff was amazingly flexible and wanted to make the best of the internship. They really cater to what you want to learn and focus on. I went into the program already knowing the staff as I had volunteered previously at the museum, so I already had the basics skills under my belt. This time I wanted to learn the behind-the scenes, find out how a museum functions on a more business approach, To accomplish this goal I was allowed to attend weekly staff meetings to be part of budget and advertisement conversations. I also accompanied the collections curator to the homes of many big donors to view the new objects they were looking to donate. I helped in the planning and designing of exhibits, all while learning how to properly hang and string paintings. The Holland Museum really gave me a whirl-wind experience of how a museum operates. 
The opportunities at the Holland Museum are endless, and I plan to continue volunteering there. I have found my true calling by completing this internship. I went in not knowing for sure how to connect my Art History and Anthropology majors but came out with a whole new plan for my future. Finally I have found a place where not only can I help them learn about a culture as I have become to appreciate through studying Anthropology, but to use my other passion of art to visually display a culture. Now can honestly and excitedly answer the millions of people that question my degree choice. I can proudly say that I will take my degrees and go on to museum work. Though the Holland Museum may not compete with big city museums, its small quiet atmosphere allows for a lot of one-on-one learning, and really allows for one to focus on what they enjoy most. I have greatly benefited from my time at the museum, and believe others will too. 
Nicole Webb 

