Practicum Planning – Liberal Studies 491

Student Information

What is the Practicum?

The practicum portion of the Liberal Studies major gives every student the opportunity to see the applications of your course of study in the larger context of public life. Since Liberal Studies students have a wide variety of interests and emphasis, the practicum often means different things for different emphasis areas.  The practicum must be relevant to your own course of study, and it should help you to see the social relevancy or career-related aspects of your studies. 

Examples of previous Liberal Studies practicums:

· Social Action project: Liberal Studies students have planned or participated in various community projects or volunteer work.  For example, one student taught art classes at a homeless shelter and helped residents put on an art show. 

· Internships: Students have done internships at museums and other cultural institutions, and have taken on either paid or unpaid internships at area businesses. 

· Job Shadowing/Interviewing: Students have arranged to observe and participate in the work lives of people who do the sort of work that they anticipate doing after graduation, and/or have interviewed a number of professionals in their field of study to understand types of careers related to their interests. 

· Academic conferences: Students who anticipate continuing on to graduate school can attend academic conferences in their field of study. 

· Writing or editing projects: Students have worked at area newspapers or magazines, writing or editing editions of the newspaper that are relevant to their field of study. 

Calculating Credits:

Liberal Studies majors are required to complete 2 credits in practicum; most students take a standard 3 credit practicum course. Generally, for every college credit, we expect that the student is in class one hour and does two hours of coursework each week.  So, a 3 credit practicum means approximately 9 hours of work per week for the 15 week term.  Those hours can include the time researching and setting up the practicum, keeping a journal, or writing a summary paper. 

3 credits = 9 hours x 15 weeks (Or in the summer term 18 hours x 7 weeks)

2 credits = 6 hours x 15 weeks (Or in the summer term 12 hours x 7 weeks)

These credits do not necessarily have to be spaced over for the entire term.  You may, for example, concentrate your work over a few weeks in the summer. 

(See reverse side for more information)
Verifying the practicum work:

Generally, the student must provide written verification from the employer to receive credit for the practicum.  We suggest that you request a letter from your supervisor, written as a letter of recommendation, which you can then use in your future employment portfolio. Most often you will also be asked to keep a journal or write a summary paper, identifying what you have learned and how it relates to your academic emphasis area. You should work this out with your Liberal Studies advisor.

Registering for Practicum:

You must have a permit form signed by your advisor to register for the class.  Before your advisor can sign the permit, the following information is needed:

a. Description of the work involved and how the learning relates to your interest area. 

b. Place of work/supervisor’s name (if any).  For a standard internship, use the internship form, with supervisor’s signature. (This form is available at the Liberal Studies office, or from the Liberal Studies coordinator.)

c. How the work will be verified – list what materials will be turned in to the advisor for grading.

It is recommended that you register for the practicum on a credit/no credit basis (this can be done at the time of registration.) You may do the practicum at any time, but it is generally done in your junior or senior year.

If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Baker-Boosamra:

bakerbom@gvsu.edu 

616.331.8120

238 Lake Ontario Hall

